Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




i ' . ^r ■ '^' . '''^ "' • '■■■^^^ ■/.',. '-H :•■.•■«*■ >:»:;■' H •• 









; i)f 






v. . .( 









i V ' I 









^ - \^^-' > : 



/*■■' 



^i^'">'Vii4'' !/• 






,. ;' '> ^X^;. "\>". 



y ;•: -• '■ ,t.. 






w 




'r' 






'i 



. 1 f 






N 



mm 



Tr 






fN 



TRAITS OF NATURE, 



BT 



MISS BURNEY, 



Vol. 1. 



( 



TRAITS OF NATURE, 



IT 



MISS ^BURNBY, 



> V 



^UTJIOB OF CtARENTINXy SfC, 



IN FIVE volumes: 



VOL. I. 



When the inevitable hand of sweeping Time shall have brushed 
off all the works of to-^y, oh, may the fame of this> survivc^ 

till tO-mO1T010/'^— ^MaRTINVS SCRIILEBVS. 



LONBON t 



PRroXED FOR HENRY COLiUliy^ ' /' 

■* * o * - 

BVOtlSB h%h rORBIGW PUBLIC LIBRARYf CONDUITSTBBBn ^ 

1812^ \^ 



THENEW YORK! 

PUBLIC I, iBHARYi 






ASTOR, LEr*QX ANt> 

TIIAEN fOUNDATIONfti 

1897. 



• » - - 

V AW 



» \ 






WBted by Coxand Baylis, Great QaeeAStrttfe 



TRAITS OF NATURE. 



CHAPTER I. 

/ 

BORROWING. 

JLIr. and Mrs. Hampden were the respect- 
able and. long established inhabitants of a 
small^ but pleasantly situated^ country town 
in one of the western shires of England. 
The former, a regularly bred physician, of 
considerable abilities and extensive prac- 
tice, was regarded by all the principal fa- 
milies in the county, with a degree of dis- 
tinction, seldom bestowed updn medical 
professors resident in districts very remote 
from the capital. His pleasing manners^ 
cultivated understanding, and unpretending 
simplicity of character, might contribute, 
perhaps, as much to secure him the fa- 
your be enjoyed amongst iVie v^e^JAXv^* 
« his skill .and expetieixce; X^wV. m^'^^ 
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2 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

of these conspired so effectually 'to ob- 
tain for him the love and veneration of 
bis patients of inferior rank^ as bis dis- 
interestedness and humanity. By the suf- 
fering poor in the neighbourhood, he was 
deservedly adored. 

Mrs. Hampden, with a countenance se- 
verely ravaged by the small-pox, a mind 
unendowed with talents, and a decided en- 
mity to all modern female accomplishments, 
had a heart so benevolent, and a temper so 
mild, ingenuous, and friendly, that she pos- 
sessed the perfect conBdence of her hus- 
band, his truest affection and esteem, and 
the most cordial regard of all who knew 
ber^ 

Thefr family was large, and consisted, in 
addition to five children of their own, of 
a young inmate, who had resided with 
them from his sixth birth day; and who 
now, as affectionately beloved as any of 
tb^ir own offspring, had nearly attained his 
thirteenth year. This boy's name was 
Mordington ; he was the orphan descendant 
of a man of high fg^mily, though indigent 
circumstances^; who, having possessed only 
a j^ounger brother's mheritance, mM\\edL 
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imprudently, figured in the gay world itti- 
providently, died at the age of five and 
thirty, deeply involved in debt^ mortifica- 
tion, and tardy self-reproach. His son^ 
and a little girl, five years that son's junior, 
he left to the protection of his elder bro- 
ther, a peer of the realm, and the head pf 
their noble house. The infant daughter, 
motherless from the third day after her 
birth, was admitted into the nursery at 
Mordington Castle, and allowed to be 
brought up with Ldrd Ossely's own chil- 
dren. Algernon, the unportioned boy, was 
in a weak irtate df health, from the effects 
of a severe fever ; and seemed as much 
unfitted for a public school, as he was for 
even a private education in any but a tnore 
sheltered part of England, than that in 
which his uncle's residence was situated. 

Dr. Hampden had been the Peer's col- 
lege acquaintance; the intercourse had 
even ripened irrto something like friend- 
ship ; and an occasional correspondence had 
subsisted between them although they had 
scarcely met three times in the course of 
the last ten years. To this worthy, yet not 
atSuent man, the embatxa^sedi NV^c^wwV 
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applied for advice respecting his drooping 
and dependant nephew. The doctor easily 
. discerned that the true object of the appli- 
cation was to engage him to offer his house 
and professional superintendance to the 
ailing ward of his noble correspondent. 
He consulted with his wife, \Vhdse heart 
was touched by the mention of the boy's 
orphan state, and unsettled health ; and 
who compassionately agreed to burthen her 
self, already surrounded as she was by 
domestic cares, with the cbarge of the 
young invalid ; and conscientiously deter- 
mined rigidly to fulful towards him the 
duties of a watchful mother. Her excel- 
lent management, the salubrity of their air, 
and the dormant vigour of young Alger- 
non's consitution, effected, ere long, the 
complete restoration of his bloom, spirits^ 
and strength. He was happier in the good 
physician's family than he had ever been in 
his life. The cordiality with which he 
was treated, gave warmth and animation 
to his own heart; he beheld not around 
him a single countenance he could forbear 
to love : Mrs. Hampden was dearer to him^ 
far thaa bis own fasVi\ona\>\^ ^^.ttwl Vv^d. 
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ever been ; and the doctor^ he at once 
reverenced as an oracle^ obeyed as a guar^ 
dian, and loved as a father. 

The youngest child of this worthy pair, 
a little girl who could yet scarcely walk 
alone^ was, however, menaced , with the 
speedy appearance of a new brother or 
sister^ to rival her in the mother's care and 
affection ; when, as the menace drew nearer 
towards its accomplishment. Dr. and Mrs. 
Hampden, for the first time^ found them- 
selves in danger of losing a portion of that 
conformity in opinion, which had hitherto 
marked and facilitated all their deliber* 
ations. 

A calm, moderate, and rational man in 
every common occurrence of life. Dr. 
Hampden was, in one respect so incor- 
I rigible an enthusiast, that, to the sober/ 
apprehension of his wife, he often appeared 
little less than mad ! Yet, as this enthu- 
siasm was of a description perfectly dis- 
tinct from every thing that could interfere 
with her personal, or family concerns, she, 
as much as in humanity was possible, fore- 
bore all animadversion: and, indeed) had 
sometimes felt tempted to te^ecl w^^xi^N 

b3 



6 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

with a degree of complacency, as one c:- 
the principal causes of her husband's qui^ 

~ acquiescence in all her domestic regulation^. 
But now that it threateiaed to encroacH 
upon her own peculiar province^ as solff 
directress of the nursery, she knew noil 
how to regard it with the same composure^! 
The important subject in debate at the^ 
present juncture, yas neither more nor 
less than the baptismal appellation by which 
their unborn infant should be distinguished. 
Except their eldest boy, who, at the ex- 
press desire of a particular friend of the 
doctor's, had been christened Willianr^ all 
their children had received scriptural de- 
nominations. Such had been ]the case also, 
long before, with respect to Mrs. Hampden 
herself, and she gravely averred, that the 
practice had been similar^ not only in her 
mother's, grandmother's, and great grand- 
mother's time ; but as far back as the his- 
tory of any of her progenitors could be 
traced. The doctor, hitherto utterly care- 
less about the matter; had contentedly' suf- 
fered his house to be filled with a little 
iri be of Christians, so perfectly Jewish ip 

nowenclatwrej that they vrOuXdi wo\ \wi^ 
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appeared misplaced in the family of any 
of the patriarchs,^ But now^ most unex- 
pectedly, and to his wife's most serious 
annoyance, this carelessness was wholly 
superseded by a most ardent wish, should 
the child for whom preparations were mak- 
ing, prove a boy, to tiirn asicje from the 
good old custom, '' And/' as Mrs. Hamp- 
den expressed herself, *^ to give the poor 
baby a vile heathenish name, which she 
feared would not only fill its own head full 
of idle fancies, but be the cause, God forgive 
her ! that she should never love the little 
creature with half the fondness she had 

felt for her other children," 

« 

The doctor laughed at these apprehen*- 
sions, and adhered immoveably to his pur- 
pose. Mrs. Hampden, with more real re- 
gret, than (after the first discussion was 
over) she thought it either wise or useful 
to display; or than her husband imagined 
it possible she could feel, then sighingly 
abandoned the darling project he had so 
long cherished of bestowing upon the little 
stranger, whom she firmly anticipated 
would be a son, her favourite denomina- 
tJQP of JJeryamin. 

b4 
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Exclusive of medical books^ the doctor's 
library was neither very extensive nor very 
diversified. The infatuation above alluded 
io/ and in which originated the unusual 
disagreement between himself and his wife, 
happened to consist in an ungovernable 
passion for reading; and a propensity to 
accumulate literary resoorces; which, dur- 
ing the early years of his married life, he 
underwent pangs the most grievous, to re- 
strain within prudential limits. Yet, not- 
withstanding the noble victory he gained 
over his inclination to become a purchaser 
of every new work that appeared, nothing 
could subdue his rage for borrowing all 
that came under his observation. The loan 
of a valuable publication, in return for his 
professional attendance, might often, per- 
haps have been regarded by him as equiva- 
lent to a fee, had not the recollection of the 
wife and family at home^ depending upon 
him for support, fortunately stepped in,^ to 
inspire him with sentiments somewhat less 
magnaniixipus. Mrs. Hampden, however, 
often groaned in spirit at sight of the huge 
volumes with which, in all weathers, hot or 
co/dj wet or dry, he would cowlt\N^> ^& bft 
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le back from the houses of his patients^ 
lo encumber himself^ aod load his horse. 
'The sole book she ever voluntarily perused^ 
furnished her with a quotation 9? applicable 
to his case^ that^ with the alteration of only 
one word^ she declared it seemed written on 
purpose for him : 

^^Of reading many books there is no end, 
and much study is a weariness of the flesh/* 

The doctor thought he had every possible 
reason to controvert the justice of this as- 
sertion ; for never yet had he experienced 
any weariness, corporeal or mental^ half so 
benumbing and oppressive to his faculties, 
as that occasioned by the failure of fVesh 
literary supplies. 

Yet it unfortunately happened^ that the 
worthy physician not only read much, but 
read fast; and, having worked his way 
through nearly every scanty library in the 
neighbourhood, had been reduced, for many 
a long evening, to pore over the dry pages 
of Post leth way t's folio Dictionary, on Trade 
and Commerce. An interruption at length 
occurred to this soporific study: — ^but, a/ 
almost all sublunary good is attended wii| 
sow^ counferbaJancing ev\\, l\u^ n^x\ vt*«^ 

b5 
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ruption proved a death-warrant to poor 
Mrs. Hampden's project of adding to the 
Jacobs and Josephs already in her family^ 
the gratific/'/ion of possessing a Benjamio. 

Her husband being one day summoBed to 
attend^ in his medical capacity^ a gentleman 
of considerable fortune^ newly established 
in their vicinity^ was struck^ whilst in the 
si:k man's apartment^ with the sight pf a 
largr unopened brown-paper parcel ; which^ 
by its size and form^ appeared to the doctor 
indubitably to contain — books. 

Lingering somewhat beyond the time ne- 
cessary for hearing the invalid's complaints^ 
and writing the requisite prescription^ the 
physician at length ventured to make some 
cautious enquiries relative to the object 
in view. 

'^ There seems^ sir," said he, ''to lie 
yonder, what some persons would deem a 
very tremendous budget; at least if its con- 
tents are, as I presume, literary." 

''Why, yes. Doctor; I know many whom 
such a sight would woefully alarm ; parti- 
cularly, if to the sight was added the oblir 
gation of reading the pages within.'" 

'^Pr&y, Mt. Melbourive, YiYkiaX lu^^ \i^ 
the subject of those pages V* 
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''The whole parcel,'* replied that gen- 
deman, /' includes only one work ; a new 
edition of Shakespear, the notes to which, 
I am told, are full of excellent criticism, 
learning, and entertainment. I sent for it 
from town before my illness, and grieve 
that I have not yet been able to look into 
it : my daughter reads to me the newspaper, 
aad now and then, a few pages of a novel : 
but for any thing that requires closer at- 
tention, I have not yet found )(nyself dis 
posed/' 

The doctor sat upon thorns during this 
speech. To hear that a publication so in- 
teresting to every admirer of our illustrious 
bard (and Dr. Hampden stood foremost in 
that class) so %xpensive^ and so difficult of 
attainment, should be thus condemned to 
He neglected during the uncertain conti- 
nuance of its possessor's indisposition, al- 
most transferred to himself, the fever he 
was called in to cure. Summoning courage, 
however, after an embarrassed pause, he 
tbua resumed the conversation : 

In one of the last. Reviews," said he, 
I lately met with an account of this 
tjiitioHj which excited iu me ^.w eiLl\:^vaa 

b6 
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desire to see it. Perhaps, sir, when you 
find yourself in spirits to open it, and 
have looked over the tw o or three first vo- 
lumes, you will indulge me for a short 
time with their loan ? I have a double mo- 
tive'* added he, smiling, '' for being re- 
markably careful of borrowed books: the 
greatest apprehension of injuring them from 
respect and gratitude to their proprietors ; 
and a constant dread, were the least acci- 
dent to happen to them, of being cut off 
from the resource of ever borrowing again. 
A poor country physician, sir, with the 
greedy appetite for reading, ahd the slender 
mean^ X>f appeasing It, which I possess, 
can never too isedulously guard against 
whatever threatens to render those means 
yet more limited." 

Mr. Melbourne appeared much almused 
by the doctor's frank avowal of the motives 
that inspired him wilh such scrupulous 
care ; 

'' My dear, sir," said he, '^ I have ex- 

perienced more severely, perhaps, than 

yourself, the misery of being circumscribed 

in the choice of my lectures. During a 

pretty long abode I was obliged to make at 
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the house of a relation^ in a \¥ild district of 
Ireland^ I underwent^ in this way, a species 
of tribulation which I never reflect upon 
without wondering at the fortitude that 
enabled me to support it. But^ Doctor/' 
be continued^ ^'you shall endure no de« 
privation of this nature from which it may 
be in my power to exempt you. If you can 
manage to put a couple of these volumes in 
your great coat, pockets^ I will order the 
parcel to be immediately unpacked. The 
whole set^ indeed^ should be at your ser- 
vice if you had any convenient mode of 
conveyance for it, or could point out to me 
the best method of sending itte your house; 
it would be almost too bulky for a roan 
on horseback.'' 

*' Oh, my good Sir/' cried the enchanted 
doctor, " trouble not yourself about the . 
means of carriage ; only confide ia me the, 
whole valuable deposit, and I think I may 
venture to answer for its safe removal. We 
have acquired, ray horse from habit, and 
myself from inclination, a resignation and 
facility in accommodating ourselves to 
heavy burthens, that renders us utterly in- 
sensible of eyery incpnvenieuce allaOsxfc^ V^ 
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fhem. Confide to me^ therefore^ I again 
entreaty your precious Shakespear^ and be 
assured^ the triumphant satisfaction with 
which I shall ride home in such company^ 
will be surpassed by nothing but my grati- 
tude to you for the trust." 

As he-spoke^ the eager physician^ fearful 
of hearing any^ objection started to bis 
plan^ hastily thrust the handle of his riding 
whip into his coat pockety deposited his 
large hat upon his head^ took the he$^vy 
parcel tinder his arm^ with the ^me ease 
with which he would have lifted a kitten ; 
and^ somewhat abruptly^ bidding his asto- 
nished^ but laughing patient^ good morn- 
ings quitted the room and descended to the 
hall. 

Here he was encountered by Miss Mel- 
bournoj who^ just returned from a walk^ 
and totally unacquainted with his persoUj, 
was much surprised to see him so encum- 
bered^ and in such manifest haste^ and 
thought it not wholly superfluous to stop, 
and watch his proceedings. 

A servant now appeared^ whom the doc- 
tor requ€}sted to assist him in mounting his 
horse. Tb^ patiept animal, ia%V.etv&^ to oi^kA 
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of the pillars of the portico^ raised his head 
as bis master approached^ and seemed to 
regard the additional weight intended for 
bim^ with looks of rueful aaticipation. His 
exulting owner disregarded these tacit rer 
presenrtation9> and tfainiung only of the rich 
intellectual feast he had in store^ mounted 
with an alertness that would have caused 
the- bj-standers some surprise^ had they 
known^ that^ without any species of cor- 
poreal refreshment^ he had already been 
riding from house to house eight hours 
since, his early breakfast. 

The servant who had taken charge of the 
parcel^ whilst he settled himself upon his 
saddle^ now enquired what he was to do 
with it. 

'^Give it me, my friend/' answered the 
physician^ leaning down, ajid stretching 
forth his hands to grasp it. 

'^ Lord ha' mercy upon me, doctor ! 
You don't mean to ride so many miles with 
this huge weight before you !" 

^' 'Tis nothing, my honest lad ; — give it 
me, give it me; — I shall be at home in half 
an hour." 

The maoj amazed^ hesitated. \vo>N^^«t^ \5^^ 
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longer to comply. Miss Melbourne^ \rith 
encreased curiosity^ dre^ nearer to the 
steps. The doctor seized the ponderous 
encumbrance^ heaved it up by one vi- 
gorous effort/ encircled, it with his right 
arm^ and boM^ing to the inquisitive lady of 
the house^ slowly and heavily trotted from 
the door. 
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CHAP. II. 



ABSTRACTION. 

At the distance of about two miles from 
Mr. Melbourne's^ Dr. Hampden was over- 
taken bj a sudden and violent shower of 
rain. There was no place of shelter near, 
and the trees were so thinly cloathed with 
Terdure, it being now the latter end of 
autumn, that they afforded not the smallest 
defence against the fast-falling drops. 

In this emergency, the conscientious phy- 
sician, mindful of his promised vigilant at- 
tention to the preservation of his borrowed 
treasure, and, in his anxiety for its perfect 
safety, regardless of his own, determined, 
as the flaps of his great coat were too short 
and scanty, to form for it a sufficient pro- 
tection, wholly to strip the coat itself from 
his back, and wrap it round the parcel. 

Thus exposed to the ^pelting of the piti- 
less storm,' the poor doctor rode on for two 
miles more; and, at lengiVi, covxv^\^V.^^ ^^^ 
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through^ cold^ shakings and half ashamed 
of the deprivation to which he had sub- 
mitted^ alighted at his own dopr. 

In the parlour^ he was cheared by the 
comfortable sight of a blazing fire^ before 
which, Mrs. Hampden, with her accus- 
tomed provident kindness, had placed his 
slippers, and his home coat. Great was her 
consternation to find, that not onlj the 
slippers and coat would be requisite, but 
an entire change of every thing he had on. 

"The Lord be>good unto me !" exclaimed 
she, passing her hand over his soaked sleeve 
— " llow came you, my dear, in such a ter- 
rible pickle ? Your great coat never let 
the rain through in this manner before !— - 
And what" continued she, now first espying 
the parcel, which hitherto> the doctor had 
contrived to keep in the shade — ^'what, in 
the name of wonder, have you here ? Is 
not this your great coat, all bundled up 
into a heap ? — Why, I verily^ believe, you 
have never had it on !" 

'' My dear," said the doctor, a good deal 
discomposed, "I should, be glad you would 
not ask so many questions ; but send Ruth 
^ get die a dry shirt and stocking^/" 






^R'^ll^S OF NATURE. 19 

Mrs. Hampden suspended her enquiries 
ix> comply with this request. She dis- 
' patched her eldest daughter up stairs with 
a large buDch of keys in search of the fresh 
liaen ; called aloud for the boot-jack ; 
stirred the fire into a brighter blaze^ and 
turned all the children out of the room 
whilst their father shifted his attire. 

The doctor^ whom the distresses of the 
last hour^ had, in a very unwonted degree, 
ruffled and fretted, now resumed his usual 
cheerfulness, and as soon as his toilet was 
completed, desired the children might 
be re*admitted> and besought his wife to 
hasten the appearance of dinner. 

Whilst they sat round the well-supplied 
boards and after every plate had been filled 
except her own, Mrs. Hampden^ unable to 
extend her forbearance to any greater 
length, renewed her attack upon the poor 
doctor. 

Only think, my dear," she began, 

what ,a foolish thing it was, for the sake 

of a few trumpery books, to rob yourself 

of the comfort of your warm great coat, 

and come home in such a miserable p^light. 

Have been looking at the uasl^ ^^tc^,^\i^* 
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upon mj conscience^ it made me so angr j^ I 
could almost have found in my heart to throw 
it out of the window. What would you^ as 
a physician^ have said to any one else who 
had taken so much pains to catch the 
rheumatism ?"* 

'^ Why^ probably, my dear, I should 
have said pretty much the same that you 
have said ; I should have declared it was 
a mighty silly piece Of business.*' 

'^ And, besides, my dear," resumed Mrs. 
Hampden, '^ it is a book that you have got 
already. I am [sure your own Shakespeare 
is almost as good a print, and a. great deal 
better bound/' 

The doctor took some pains, though far 
from confident of succeeding, to explain to 
her the superior merits of the edition he 
had brought home : but nothing could 
convince her that a long preface, innu- 
merable critical dissertations, and a copious 
collection of notes, could so much enhance 
the value of a work already published 
without such appendages, as to entitle it to 
the sacrifice her husband had thought 
proper to make. 
It was the singular, but lu^atWYAfc '^tv^- 
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tice of Dr. Hampden^ to pursue his studies 
in the family sitting-room. When intent 
upon any literary subject^ the laughter and 
talking of his children^ or the maternal 
reprimands of his wife, were equally power- 
less to disturb him. If, after long attention, 
his mind became fatigued, it was a pleasure 
to him, on closing his book, or putting 
down his pen, to look around, and see him- 
self encircled by objects so cheerful and so 
beloved ; to join in their gay prattle, or 
engage, as was not seldom the case, in their 
sports and pastimes. A small, but stoutly- 
coQ9tructed table, sacred to his use, stood 
on one side the chimney, from whence it 
would have been treason, even iu Mrs. 
Hampden herself to have removed it, or to 
have appropriated the slightest article. An 
easy chair, likewise a consecrated piece ^f 
furniture, occupied a place near it: and 
one entire side of the room was fitted up 
with shelves, containing by far the greatest 
portion of the doctor's library. Mrs. 
Hampden reserved for her own accommo- 
dation, in the centre of the < apartment, a 
large round dinipg table, o\et v?\v\cXv '^^ 
expected J aad tolerably WeW succ^e^^^,V 
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retain exclusive domiBion, for the several 
purposes of cutting oot the household linen^ 
spreading the children's plaj-things, or, as 
occasion might require, laying the cloth. 

The r^m thus amply stored with objects 
both animate and inanimate, yet wore by no 
means an appearance of discomfort. It was 
large and lofty ; the various faces assem- 
bled in it (some of them fac^s of the truest 
juvenile beauty) all exhibited an air of 
happiness and good humour; and space 
was never found wanting for the reception 
of a friend, or th^ admission, when re- 
quisite, of an infant's cradle. 

According, then, to his constant custon^^ 
Dr. Hampden, after the indulgence of a 
short nap when dinner was over, turned to 
his little table, and spreading wide one of 
the volumes of his new Shakespeare, with 
' an ivory knife in his hand, and a look of 
total abstraction from all other concern, 
began his evening lecture. 

It was a considerable time since he had 

devoted himself to a regular and connected 

perusal of the works of ou^ immortal bard ; 

sndj at every page, enraptured by. the 

Sasbes of genius^ the sublime u\ox«\Tfc5,o\ 



I 



m, 

a 

to 
of 
ith 
of 
rn, 

ad 



I TRAITS OF NATURE. 23 

tbe sieriing wit of tbe sentiments and ex- 
Ipressions; — bewitched by the interest of the 
fable^ Tfbich^ as be read with scrupulous 
and unbroken continuity^ gradually un- 
folded itself, — he was as a being transported 
into another world — and descried, or fan- 
cied he every moment descried, new beau- 
I ties, which had never struck him before. 
Scarcely could he forbear bursting out 
aloud, with exclamations of enthusiastic 
^ admiration ; or with favorite passages, 
which, thus detached, and read to such an 
audience, would have bad the most ludi- 
crous effect imaginable. 

The hour of tea arrived, and Mrs. 
Hampden, ambitious of tbe praise with 
which her husband generally rewarded the 
excellent bowl she always compounded for 
bim, felt surprised, and somewhat mortified, 
at his utter silence upon the subject, this 
uuludky 'evening. She had often before 
seen tbe doctor deeply engrossed by a 
favourite author, but so deeply as at the 
^ present moriient, she never remembered to 
^'^ have observed him. Exclusive of reading, 
"^ I all be did was mechanical. He toyV^l^x 
^ J beard what was said to bim, s^.n^ >N>aaX. 
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was offered to hiih^ nor was conscious whafc 
he accepted. 

The children, diverted beyond measure 
at an absence of mind so perfectly incom* 
prehensible to their faculties/ watched his 
proceedings with an eagerness and delight; 
which insensibly communicated themselves 
to their mother, and dispelled the momentary 
vexation she had experienced. They took it 
by turns to hold the toast and butter before 
him, merely for the amusement of observing 
how totally he disregarded them ; or^ 
which was still better, to mark the in- 
stinctive accuracy, with which, at a single 
glance, he was ai)le to distinguish and 
appropriate the nicest morsel. 

Algernon Mordington, a privileged fa- i 
vouritCj and, as all lively boys are, in- 
genious in devising schemes of mischief; 
now resolved, by way of experiment; and 
to heighten the entertainment of his titter- 
ing young friends, to try how far he might 
venture to disturb the doctor^s attention 
without awakening his resentment, or 
putting to flight his silent ecstasies. 

Curled up before the fire, enjoying the 
souDdest repose, lay a Wge oVdi V.wW\^- 
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sbell cat, a notorious thief, but the passive 
play-thing of the chiWren, whom, if she 
did not play with in return, she at least 
endured with a very laudable, and some- 
what rare command of temper. Mordington 
gently took her in his arms, and sat down 
upon a low stool close to the chair of the 
doctor, who had just possessed himself of 
a third piece of toast; and, during the 
long intervals between every bite, his hand, 
with the fragment it held, hung down over 
the arm of his elbow chair. Algernon 
contrived cautiously to move his knees, and, 
at the same time, the cat, which was sitting 
upon them, in such a manner, that her 
whiskers were brought into close contact 
with the well-buttered morsel. The animal 
affected an air of disinterested innocence ; 
blinked, looked sly, sniffed meekly at the 
dainty prey; thfen directed her eyes to 
other objects, and commenced so melodious 
a purr, that her mischievous seducer began 
to fear her honesty, for the first time, 
would prove superior to her greediness. - 

'^ Hang her !" murmured he, '^ she 
never was so bashful before T 
But at the very naoment Vi\s ^V^^^^wxiV 

VOL. i. 
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ment was at its he^lit^ and his patieace 
was almost exhausted^ the artful animal yo* 
raciously snatched the alluring bait^ and 
springing from Mordington's arms^ darted 
to the most obscure corner of the room. 

The doctor^ somewhat startled at so 
abrupt a seizure^ looked down mechanically^ 
to discover its perpetrator ; but all traces 
of the culprit had vanished^ and with the 
tempted the tempter had also disappeared ; 
for Algernon^ wisely anticipating the direc- 
tion his guardian's eyes would take^ imme- 
diately on the commission of the thefts 
screened himself from observation behind 
tyhe high back of the easy chair. 

Unable to descry the cause of his disturb- 
ance^ the physician soon lost ail remem- 
brance of either cai^e or effect^ and without 
asking a single question^ fixed his eyes 
again upon the pages before him^ with as 
much tranquillity as if scathing had hap- 
pened. 

The children all stared ; and the broadest 
grin of mixed wonder and merriment ap- 
peared upon their little faces. Not one of 
the set could compreliend how the loss of 
so delicate a morsel could be eudxned Vv^ 
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such philosophic apathy; and the cireum- 
staooe^ if it did jarot^ in their unreflecting 
minds^ excite any yery exaHed veneration . 
for Shakespeare's captivating powers^ at 
least convinced Algernon^ that he possessed 
in hin^ a friend^ under whose protecting 
auspices^ he might that evenings indulge^ 
with impunity^^ whatever vagaries entered 
his imagination. 

Quietly therefore stealing forth from his 
coDeealment^ and crossing over to the place 
where Ruth^ the eldest of the little Hamp- 
dens, aat — 

'' I am resolved,'' said he, '* to do the 
thing handsomely ; puss shall have some tea 
to her toast, and learn to reverence Shakes- 
peace as she ought !" 

He then went in pursuit of the conscious 
and guilty Tabby, and conquering her 
nodeat reluctance, soon succeeded in bring- 
iag her forward again to the scene of 

action. 

Mrs. Hampden, apprized by Ruth, of the 
boy's design, threw no impediment in the 
way of its execution. Her husband's ex- 
tretae tacituraity and absence 6^ m\x\& X^^^^'Cl 
to wea,ry her, and though she VJOVsX^ w>^ 

c3 
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promote^ she could not prevail upon herself 
to forbid^ the harmless plots^ from which 
all the little group^ it was evident^ expected 
80 much entertainment. 

As the doctor always drank a great deal 
of cream in his tea, his youthful and un- 
suspected persecutor concluded the cat 
would have as little objection to partaking 
it with him as her kindest well-wishers 
could desire. Accordingly, after coaxing 
and emboldening the distrustful pilferer, 
till all her fears of consequences were 
pacified, he dexterously slid her down be- 
hind the doctor, upon the seat of his chair, 
and,^ ynperceived, continued stroking and 
encouraging her, till he saw her eye rest 
upon the full saucer, which for nearly a 
quarter of an hour, the doctor, whilst still 
reading, had held in his hand to cool. 
When, satisfied that she descried the object 
to which he wished to direct her attention, 
Algernon retreated, leaving her furthei 
operations to the guidance of her own 
coveting nature. 

It was not long before the young ex- 

pectauts, all on tip-toe to o\>%e\Nfe \>ckfe c,^ 

proceediugSj were gratv&e^ to tXx"^ w\.\!w 
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extent of their tvishes. Slowly and warilj^ 
but yet with purpose almost fixed, bj recent 
impuDity, the fair 'Selima* crept towards 
the immoveable saucer. It was held nearly 
on a level with her mouth, which, by im- 
perceptible degrees, she advanced so closely 
to it, that, at length, to the inexpressible 
rapture of Algernon, and his accomplices^ 
she very fairly began lapping ! 

'' Whew !'' ejaculated the astonished doc^ 
tor, ^'What's all this?" and bestowing upon 
her a smart and sudden cuff, he drove her> 
shaking her ears, to seek shelter beneath a 
distant book-case. 

Mrs. Hampden and the children could 
repress their audible risibility no longer; 
though they were awkwardly endeavouring 
to find for it, some excuse, when a loud 
ringing was heard at the gate of the little 
court, before the house. 

"Lord bless me !'* exclaimed Mrs. Hamp- 
den, recovering her gravity in a moment at 
this sound, '^ I hope, my dear, none of 
jour patients have sent for you such a dis- 
mal wet night !" 

" To own the truth, my dear," replied 

c3 
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the doctor, looking rather rueful, " I bear- 
tily join in the sanifi hope." 

Algernon now ran out to ascertain the na- 
ture and object of this peal, asd presently 
returning, with a eountenaooe somewhat 
clouded over, 

''Sir,'' said he, to Dr. Hampden, ''it is 
a servant from Mra. Cleveland's: you are 
requested to go to her house inunediately, 
for she has had a hiod of fit, and is very ill 
indeed/' 

"Had any one else sent for me jost now,'* 
cried the doctor, slowly rising, and begin- 
ning to cast off his comfortable home attire, 
lo resume the cloatlis— now thoroughly dry 
—which he had worn in tke morning, " I 
should have been bitterly tempted to wish 
the honour had been conferred on any other 
Esculapius : but this admirable old lady, so 
fullj^ possesses my respect, that under- anjB 
circumstances, I feel it both a dutj and a 
gratification to attend her." 

'' Was qot the lady's name Cleveland," 
said Mrs. Hampden, " who took so much 
notice of you, Algernon, and of Ruth and 
David, last Sunday coming out of church ?" 
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" Yes/' answered Mordiogton^ " and 
once before^ she was very kind to us whea 
she was out airings and met us all scamper- 
iDg homewards as fast as we could^ because 
it rained so violently^ and thundered and 
lightened^ and poor Ruth was so miserably 
scared. She took us up in her carriage^ 
and brought us to the gate : don't you re- 
member it P** 

'^/ remember it, at least/' said Ruth; 
''and in all my life I don*t think I ever 
shall forget bow loud the thunder was^ 
just over our heads, and how black and 
dismal it grew/ and how terribly I wai^ 
frightened !" * ^ . 

'^ And don't you, therefore/' said Al- 
gernon, smiling, ''pray most heartily for- 
poor old Mrs. Cleveland's recovery ? Only 
think how unlucky it would be if there 
were to come another storm, and she should 
not be in the way to pick you up !" 

This was spoken in a low voice, and be- 
fore little Rutli had time to plead not guilty 
to the charge of such sel6shness, the doc- 
tor called to her, for his hat and gloves; 
and earnestly recommended to his wife, the 

c 4 
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most exact vigilance in preserving his book 
from being touched during his absence. 

*' You need not frighten yourself, my 
dear.^ I assure you/' ansv^ered she; ''the 
children won't be much tempted to amuse 
themselves in that way; and as for myself, 
you know, I never have any time to' spare 
for reading except on a Sunday." 

'* Well, my dear, we won't dispute 
l;vhich it is you most want; time, or in- 
clination: but with regard to the children, 
I should be very glad they felt no disposition 
to plead either, provided the books they 
read were my own," 

'' The Lord forbid," cried Mrs. Hamp- 
den, with some earnestness, '' that my girls, 
at least, should ever take to so lazy and 
useless a habit, as that of sitting nose and 
knees together, poring over every book they 
find ! It's well enough for boys, who can't 
work, and would only be in mischief, per- 
haps, if it was not for a little reading, 
which helps to keep them quiet, and does 
not take them off from any thing more pro- 
fitable." 

Algernon laughed heartily at this speech ; 
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BDd the doctor^ as he left the room, good- • 
humouredlj said — 

^'Well, my dear, I am glad there is any 
exception admitted in this family to the 
frqfitable rule of cincouraging systematic 
ignorance! Mind^ boys; as you can do 
nothing more useful^ your opening a book 
occasionally^ is a trespass that, will be par- 
doned." 

The younger children, after the departure 
of their father, being sent to bed, there now 
remained below only Algernon, William 
Hampden^ and Ruth. Each individual of 
the friendly trio, found out some favourite 
occupation. The little girl borrowed a pair 
of scissars to cut out a new frock for her 
doll; William, a young mechanic, busied 
himself intently in giving the la^t finish to a 
fox and goose board of his own construct- 
ing; whilst Algernon, after a considerable 
interval, spent in drawing rocks, ruins, 
«hips and tr^es, suddenly desisted, saying, 
as he gathered together all his materials, 
and started up,— ■ 

"I wonder I never had the wit to read a 
whole pjay of Shakespeare's through ! What 
entertains Dr. Hampden so 'oery \GL\xt\v» 

c 5 
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might surelj amu^ me a little. Dear 
mother," added he, a name by which he 
oftea delighted to address Mrs. Hampden, 
'Met me just look, which play he was so 
deeply engaged with ; I won't turn OT^r 
ihe leaf, or even touch it. — Oh, the first 
part of King Henry IVth.—Well, Til get 
the old edition he allows us to read, and try 
how I shall like it." 

He then, providing himself with the vo- 
lume in question, returned to the table, and 
seated himself with the fixed determination 
not to stir till he had finished, at least, the 
first two acts. 

Algernon Mordington, fearless of every 
thing but the displeasure of those he loved, 
animated and happy as rational indulgence, 
youth, and glowing health could make bim, 
possessed a countenance strongly bearing 
evidence of a high descent, and according 
perfectly with the liberal spirit of bis cha- 
racter. He was not regularly handsome ; 
but the expression of his face was grateful 
to all beholders ; his figure was light and 
elegant; his walk, his every movement, were 
elastic and graceful; his talents were re^ 
pressed hy an education too -cenfined;- b«t 
tAej were by nature briUiaut^ axA uoVwV^i- 
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standing the disadvantages he had to con- 
tend against, his progress as a classical scho- 
lar^ did honour at once to himself, and to 
the obscure school-master, under whom he 
had hitherto been brought up. 

The task to which, with all. the energy 
of his disposition, he now applied himself, 
soon acquired the power of fascinating his 
attention, nearly a» exclttsivelj, as it had 
enthralled that ef Dr. Hampden. The 
character and seivtiments af the gallant Hot- 
spur, transported him beyond all measure. 
The wit and facetiousness of Falstaff, he 
wa« perhaps scarcely yet of an age duly to 
appreciate : but the heroism, the blunt frank- 
ness, the mixture of greatness and gaiety in 
Harry Percy, threw him into raptures; he 
laughed, admired, clapped his hands, and 
perpetually burst out into exclamations of 
the most fervent applause: and when, at 
ten o'clock, Mrs. Hampden insisted upon 
his retiring for the niglit, he conveyed, un- 
discovered, the darling volume up atairs, 
and placing it under his pillow, opened wide 
the sfeutters at the foot of his bed, that he 
might resume his lecture witVv t\v^ ^tt^^ wj 
of light 

c6 
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CHAP. III. 



NARRATION. 



Dr. Hampden did not return from his 
Tisit to Mrs. Cleveland^ till near eleven 
o'clock. He appeared rejoiced that the 
children had -left the parlour; and told his 
-wife he had something of consequence to 
saj to her. 

Mrs. Hampden^ well disposed hy this ex- 
ordium^ to give him her undivided attention^ 
put aside her work^ stirred the fire^ drew 
her chair close to his^ and assured him^ 
that from her he should meet with no in- 
terruption. 

The doctor patiently waited till all these 
operations were over, and then began. 

" The excellent old lady from whose 
house I am just returned/' said he^ ^'sent 
for jne this eyening, in the double capacity 
of physician and friend. She has been in 
ihU neJghbourbood about three mouths. I 
£are frequently attended bet, w\d N«a% n^^ 
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aware^ from the first hour in which I saw 
her, that hers was a life no human skill 
could prolong through the ensuing winter. 
Our mild sea air appeared, while the change 
was new, to agree with her ; she went out 
every day; her spirits were chearful, and 
her looks, like her mind, composed and be- 
DeYolent. She is the mother of two sons, 
the eldest of whom accompanied her to this 
place, and remained at it nearly a fortnight 
after she had procured the retired and pretty 
habitation she still occupies. He was then 
summoned away by business: but he left un- 
der her care his two youngest children, with 
their needful attendants; and not till yester- 
day did be again make his appearance at his 
venerable parent's. Mr. Cleveland, you are 
to know, my dear Hannah," pursued Dr. 
Hampden, ''has been peculiarly unfortunate 
in his family concerns. He is still a young 
man, — perhaps scarcely five and thirty — yet 
has he already been twice married. His first 
lady made him the father of two daughters. 
She was amiable and good, and her loss was 
a severe caUmity^ both to him, and his little 
girh. I know aotj however* \\ov? Vi \v^^- 
peaed; but about eighteen moulYi^ ^^1« Vet 
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decease^ be rntroduced to his mother and 
family another wife-— a young creature 
»carccly more than seventeen — ^beautiful as 
an angel — thoughtless as the veriest mortal ! 

. They lived together, sometimes as the 
fondest lovers, sometimes as the bitterest 
foes; — she presented him with a sob and 
heir, and two years afterwards, with a little 
daughter. Unhappily for this last child, 
their discords had arisen, several mon-ths 
previous to her birth, to a most fearful 
height. Mr. Cleveland was madly jealous 
of his inconsiderate young wife ; be refused 
to see his infant daughter, and insisted oa 
her being placed at nurse. Mrs. Cleveland 
murmured, remonstrated, wept and soli- 

' cited in vain. The child was sent U> nurse; 
and the indignant mother, to retaliate upon 
her husband, whom she had now learnt to 
abhor; injury for injury — disgraced her- 
self, and a few months after her recovery, 
eloped with the very man whose attentions 
to her had first awakened Mr. Cleveland's 
displeasure, and excited his suspicions." 

"What a very disagreeable story, my 
dear!'* cried Mrs. Ham^dew, to n^V^tsv 

annals of this sort, had se\dom \ie^u ^^\s\ 
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rattMoatedj md whose natural purity kd 
her to recoil ffom^ and shudder at whatever 
waa vicioos^ — '^ EHd the old ladj tell you all 
these parti eulars herself? What could in- 
duee her to publish the wickedness of her 
(Mfrn fkniily ?" 

The doctor co^ld not repress a soule at 
bis wife*9 superabundant scrupulosity:— 

** Hear me to the end with patience, my 
good friend/' said he, ''and you will acquit 
poor Mra. Cleveland of all indiscretion or 
indeKcacy in this business. I told you, that 
when her son left her in our neighbourhood, 
at the beginning' of autrrmn, he consigned 
ta her protection his two youngest children 
—the oflfepring of that second marriage he 
had so niuch reason to dqylore. It was 
wholly owing to the benevolent" exertions of 
old Mrs. Cleveland, that vthe poor little girl, 
whose early dismission from her father's roof 
had caused so much mischief, was ever suf- 
fered in his presence. He transferred to her 
a large portion of the animosity he had nou- 
rished against her mother ; she was excluded 
from his house, anfd banished his sight, till 
her third year was completed. The uvit^^l^ 
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-whom she bad been entrusted^ proved to have 
some principle^ and some humanity ; she was 
perfectly just to her helpless charge^ and 
reared her in healthy neatness^ and comfort : 
but had it been otherwise^ there was no one 
to interfere in the poor baby's behalf; her 
expenses were paid annually by Mr* Cleve- 
land's steward; the nurse was never asked 
to produce her, never exhorted to future^ 
or thanked for past attentions. Perhaps, 
as the aged Mrs. Cleveland remarked, in 
extenuation of this part of her son's con- 
duct, perhaps he might entertain doubts of 
the child's legitimacy : but these, she added, 
were unjust, thpugh, possibly, unconquer- 
able suspicions; since the little girl bears 
an obvious resemblance to the Cleveland 
family. The venerable grandmother had 
compassion on the pitiable exile ; she often 
expostulated with her son upon his unkind- 
ness towards her, and at length urged him to 
commit the little creature solely to her pro- 
tection. With some difficulty, he consented ; 
his mother and he lived apart ; he was under 
no obligation of frequently seeing the child^ 
and he could not answer it to his conscience^ 
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because he had no love for her himself^ to 
deprive her of the love and guardianship of 
his respectable parent." — 

The doctor then proceeded to state^ that 
the child had now resided nearly four years 
with Mry. Cleveland, to whom she was grown 
peculiarly dear. Her father had detained 
the two daughters by his first marriage^ 
under his own roof, and procured for them 
an excellent governess ; but the being on 
earth most precious to his aSections^ was 
his son. This adored boy, brought up, as 
well as his half-sisters, at home, was now^in 
his ninth year ; a more spoilt, unruly, con- 
sequential little tjrant never encroached 
upon paternal indulgence, to be a torment 
to all around him ! Elinor and Alicia, his 
two sisters, feared as much as they dis- 
liked him ; their governess, who could not 
always exclude him from the sqhool-room, 
feigned illness in order to give her little 
pupils their lessons in her own chamber; 
be had already caused the dismission of 
three tutors ; — he was the terror and scourge 
of every servant in the house — and all this 
while, the idol of his misjudging father. 
At the time Mrs. ClevelauA, )a^ \Xi^ ^^- 
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vke of her phjBicians^ ^tablished herself in 
Devonshire^ her son who had travelled with 
her^ solicited permission to make his little 
boy, just recovering from the measleti^ the 
companion of their journey, and his grand- 
mother's inmate till his health should be 
perfectly re-established. Sickness Jbad some- 
what tamed him, and Mrs. Cleveland con- 
sented to the proposal, on condition a steady 
tutor should attend him^ 

If Julius (the name of this petulant 
youth) had severely tried the temper, and 
be6n to his two elder sisters, a bane and an 
affliction, it will readily be believed, he was 
to the timid little Adela, an oppressor the 
most indefatigable. He saw that their fa- 
ther had no affection for her ; that he never 
spoke to, and as seldom as possible looked 
at her. He beheld her always trembling 
in that father's presence; and was perfectly 
aware, that except Mrs. Cleveland, she had 
not an efficient friend in the world. One in 
humble life she possessed, most fond and most 
faithful. It was a young negro woman, 
named Amy, who waited upon her person, was 
her nurse, her coniforter, her almost constant 
companioo. Mrs, Cle\e\ati4 \i^^ \^^^ m- 
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duced, at the request of a djfing friend, to 
admit this hooest creature, when quite a 
girl, into her household, and to promise her 
protection vfhilst she lived, and a moderate 
provision at her death. From the moment 
little Adela becafne a member of her grand- 
mother's family, the warm-hearted Amy 
coneeived for her the Ihveliest affection ; 
Mrs. Cleveland encouraged the attachment^ 
and Adela soon repaid it with devoted sin^ 
cerity. 

Julius beheld their mutual regard with 
undisguised derision^ He was forbidden to 
molest the little girl herself, and, openly^ 
never disobeyed : but on Amy, without the 
smallest scruple, he took every opportunity 
of disburthening his ill-humour ; and per- 
petual had been the squabbles between 
them> almost from the first day of their 
beeoming acquainted. 

Mr. Cleveland was now returned to 
fetch this darling boy, and to ascertain the 
progress of his mother's recovery. He 
seemed shocked at the alteration which had 
so visibly taken place in h<ev looks and 
strength; and resolved to become a resident 
for sowe time uader the sagae ioo^% O^ \2l\^ 
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UDofTending little girl^ he^ as usual^ took 
not the slightest- notice. Mrs. Cleveland 
sighed^ as she observed this unnatural anti- 
pathy. Her own dissolution^ she knew was 
fast approaching. Who^ when she was 
gone, would be a friend to the poor out- 
cast f Who would rear, who would even 
afford her shelter ? She meditated long 
upon this mournful subject ; and then an 
incident which occurred in her presence, 
the very evening she sent so suddenly 
for Dr. Hampden, induced her to confide 
all her perplexities to him, and unreservedly 
to solicit bis advice. 

She was sitting in her dressing-room, 
between dinner and tea, propped up by pil- 
lows, in an easy chair, listening to her son, 
who was reading to her ; when Julius, 
rendered more daring by the return of his 
father, burst abruptly into the apartment, 
and with a face — handsome as it was — dis- 
torted by passion, sobbed out, in accents 
scarcely intelligible, a vehement complaint 
against Amy, and his sister — averred the 
former had insulted and struck him, and 
finally, forced him out of the room. 
Mr. Cle vehndj exasperated b^ t\\\« report 



TRAITS OF NATURE. 45 

almost to an equal degree iwith the enraged 
accuser^ was impetuously rising to pour 
forth against the supposed delinquents^ the 
full measure of his wrath; but his mother^ 
though much agitated hy the boj's sudden 
intrusion^ besought him to do nothing 
ra&hly ; said she would attend him herself 
to the culprit's chamber^ and rung for a ser* 
vant to support her feeble steps in walking. 

Julius now suspended his angry sobs; 
and obviously- discontented, rudely cried 
out — 

'^ Oh, grandmamma, what should you 
go for ? You'll only take their parts, I 
know very well ! you always do." 

'' I shall take the part of truth and jus- 
tice/* answered Mrs. Cleveland. 

The humoured urchin, by impertinent 
speeches, by cries, and even attempts at 
manual opposition, did all in his power to 
prevent her departure. But she gravely 
commanded him to desist, and leaning on a 
footman, moved slowly forward. 

On reaching the door of Adela's room^ 
her grandmother dismissed the servant^ 
and took hold of thearm ot Mt . C>\^n^'wA* 

At the upper end of tVve c\vm?S«, Ksk? 
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anil the cbild were seen both seated on the 
floor^ holding between them a beautiful little 
dog^ whi^h appeared to have sustained some 
recent injury which they were endeavouring 
to relieve. 

'" Adela/' said Mrs. Clcfveland, ''what 
is the matter with poor Fri«k ? What are 
you and Amy doing to him ? 

'' We are washing away the blood from 
his wound, grandmamma^'" answered she^ 
in a low voice. 

'' His wound ? What wound ? How did 
he receive it .? " 

Before this question could be answered^ 
Amy espying Julius^ notwithstanding the 
attempt he made to screen himself behind 
his father, reproachfully called out—- 

'' Ah, naughty young massa ! why for, 
you come here again ?" 

'' He comes. Amy,'* said Mrs. Cleveland, 

*' to hear you answer to the accusation he 

has brought against you for having treated 

him exceedingly ill — for having even struck 

him." 

Amy uttered a long groan, and looked 

aghast at these words; whiUt AdeU, di:- 
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recting towards ber brother^ a glance so ex- 
pressive that it made bim colour, threw her 
arms round the negro's neck^ and sobbed 
upon her bosom. 

" Don't cry, dear little missy !" cried the 
sympathizing nurse : '' don't cry — never 

Imiod bad boy/' 
Mrs. Cleveland now desired to hear in. 
plain terms what had passed ; but Amy^ 
shaking ber head, replied, 

" Megio like tell. Big massa,'* meaning 
Mr. Cleveland, '' think all right what little 
massa do/' 

This reluctance was misinterpreted by 
that gentleman, who himself now peremp* 
torily ordered her to speak. 

Amy, thus urged, gave, as clearly as she 
could, the following account. 

Julius, she said, ruffled and irritated by 
some previous provocation which he had 
received from the servants below, ascended 
to his sister's room s6on after dinner, with 
every disposition to tease and harass her that 
idleness and ill-humour could suggest. At 
first, he pretended a wish to play with her; 
but besides that she was afcMd of bU 



e 

i 



48 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

roughness^ she was far from well^ and had 
no spirits for exertion. He then, muttering 
at his sister^s peevishness, tried to induce 
Amy to romp with him ; but here again he 
was unsuccessful ; she could not be per- 
suaded when her little mistress was indis- 
posed, to make any noise in the apartment, 
and intreat^d him to go and amuse himself 
elsewhere. Resenting these successive 
failures, he positively declared he would 
not move ; complained bitterly of their ill- 
nature ; and with childish and passionate 
impatience, flung himself upon the grounds 
and half crying, half scolding, threw his 
arms and legs about in so vehement a man- 
ner, that it became dangerous to venture 
near him. Amy, too well acquainted with 
the usual catastrophe of these perverse hu- 
mours not to feel assured that so ill a be- 
ginning would have a yet worse end, kept 
a strict watch over him, and made signs to 
her young charge to remain at as great a 
distance as possible. Poor Frisk, mean- 
while, unsuspicious of the hazard he in- 
curred, and appearing to think the boy's 
contortions were solely practised for'his di- r 
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i| Yersion^ capered trp to himjwith the most 
joyous glee, and disregarding the heayjr 
thumps he now aiid then received, contir 
Diied barking and frolicking around, him; 
io defiance af all Amy's, and the. little girl's 
efodeavours to call him off. 

Observing their uneasiness, J alius, sud- 
denly started up, sei^zed the dog by the collari 
afld indignantly said, 

*' What is it you are so afraid of? 
HavVt I a right to play with him. if Jt 
chuse it? What4o yoU call him away Pwr?" 
Then, sitting down upoa the carpet, he 
b^gan a sort of spiteful attack upoa the 
little animal, that not only aften madeiiim 
wioce, but filled his gentle mistress with 
sorrow to behold. The effect thus pro- 
duced, Julius contemplated . through his 
long dark eye-lashes, with secret satisfac- 
tion; and at length, averring he had just 
discovered that Frisk had been unequally 
cropped, he seized a pair of sciasars which 
accidentally lay upon a chair he^r him, and 
threatened with provoking gravity^ whilst 
brandishing the dangerous weapon about, 
to pare^ them into better shape. Adela 
cou/d not suppress a screami oi t^ttot , 'wsA 

VOL. /. i> 



Amy roflrhiog forward to wrest tb^ scissars 
ftom bim^ he dashed them furiously to- 
wards her. They missed their aim^ but as 
they fell^ fixed themselves by the points is 
ode of thie legs of the devoted Frisk. 

Every particle of gall in Amy^s compo* 
position was set afloat by the view of this 
d;isaster. She considered not^ that though^ 
in the rage of the moment^ it had been im- 
prudently risked^ it was yet wholly unpre- 
meditated ; but catching the young offender 
in her tLtms, ere he could guess^ or oppose 
her design^ she conveyed him to the landing- 
piace> hastily re-entered the room^ and 
locked the door against him. 

Shach an affront to his pride; the first of 
the kind hp had ever received^ irritated 
him almost to madness. He struck his 
head^ his feet^ his hands against the door 
with frightful vehemence ; raved for re^ 
admissioii till his own outcries made him 
hoarse ; and when he found that Amy was 
4like insensible to his clamour, and to his 
menafces^ he rushed down stairs with frantic 
Sfieed, and burst in upon his father and 
Mrs. Cleveland in the manner that has been 
described. 
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Itiis sfory^ thoagk toM hj Amy hi very 
imperfect langusge^ was yet sufficiently in* 
teliigilble to fill her aged auditor witli dia* 
pleasure and disgust. She turned to address 
to the outrageous boy a severe reproof^ buft 
he had slipped out during the recital^ and 
was no where to be seen. She then looked 
reund at her son^ and with forced com* 
pesure^ said, 
I *' Wha* is yOTir opitiion t)f Amy*t iiarra^ 
live?*' 

Mr. Cleveland shrugged his ^bonlders^ 
SHiiled supercilteusly, and moving towards 
the door to depart^ answered carelessly, 

'' That it has been tibe most fatiguing 
detail of a nursery squaJbble to which I erer 
was summoned to littten.** 

*^ And is this all you have to obi^erve 
upon the subject ?** 

'' No, madam ; if you demand my fur- 
ther opinion, I shall say, that of your two 
l>et»— your black pet, atnd your white pet,* 
looking towards Amy and the little girl^ 
" I. scarcely know which behaved most tin- 
g;racioiisly to my son. What has happened^ 
was the mere effect of transient passion : 

d2 
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the boy*9 temper is not cruel ; he had , no 
intention seriously to hurt the dog." 

'' Oh^ Augustus ! what unjustiGable par- 
tialitj ! How pernicious will it be to your 
boy !" 

'^ Do not^ dear madam^ provoke me ta 
say things that will give you pain. I have 
never interfered in what relates to the ma- 
nagement of the objects to whom t/ou are 
attached^ and I should be happy if you 
would observe the same rule with regard to 
those / love,*' 

He then left th^ room ; and Mrs. Cleve;- 
land^ sighing deeply^ mientally exclaimed^ 
'' With such a brother^ and a father so in- 
different/ what is to become of the defence- 
less Adela when I am gone f" 

Shortly after, under the pretence of en- 
creased indisposition^ or rather from the 
dread of delaying so important a consulta- 
tion^ the old lady sent for Dr. Hampden, 
and in a long and confidential conversation, 
communicated to him the above particulars, 
and solicited his advice how to secure to 
her grand-daughter, at her impending de- 
cease, a peaceful and permanent asylum. 
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" I am able freely to dispose/' she stated^ 
''of the sum of three thousand pounds^ 
which I have bequeathed to her by will. 
This little provision is^ probably^ the utmost 
she will ever obtain from any of her father's 
family. But, my good Doctor, I have yet 
ventured to name ho trustees. My youngest 
SOD, Col. Cleveland, is now abroad, and 
cannot at present act; but hereafter he may 
be a kind friend to her, and afford her a re- 
fuge in his house. Meanwhile, might I 
eotreat you to become one of her guardians ? 
and would you, on proper considerations, 
permit me to name you as the person under 
whose superiutendency I should wish her 
to be brought up I I know that I am, 
making a strange request; that you have 
a large • family, . and many weighty and 
important avocations. Yet this child's in- 
evitable misery, if left solely to the protec- 
tion of her alienated father, grieves tne to 
the heart — oppresses and sinks me to the. 
earth. He will either ^end her to some re-^ 
mote school, trusting her heal th,. her happw 
ness, her morals, to chance ; or if he suffers^ 
her to reside with him, it will be merely to,^ 
wink at her becoming the \\c\\m o^ \v^\ 

D 3 



54 nUITS OF NATUiqC« 

brother^g arbitrary temper — ^tbe sai wU^ness 
of ber own uaiiDportance in a father's ejses ! 
Take compassion upon her^ my worth} 
friend. No opposition will be made te 
yoar assuming the charge ; for my in fa- 
tuated son^ alas ! wiU be rejoiced to be T8* 
lieved from any thought upoo the subject. 
Go home^ and consult with your exeelten< 
"^ife ; and if you can to-morrow bring me 
information that she an4 you accede to my 
wisiies> my approaching end will lose its 
terrors^ and I shall be ready to exclaim—- 
' The bitterness of death is past !* ** 

'' Thus,** concluded Dr. Hampden^ ''thus, 
my dear Hannah^ have I given you a faith- 
ful account of the long conference I held 
with this excellent lady. I see thut the 
latter part of the recital has agitated and 
perplexed you. Take a day or two for 
consideration^ before you come to any posi- 
tive determination. I am perfectly aware^ 
that in your pi'esent situation^ the proposal 
of encreasing your cares^ by the introduc- 
tion of a new inmate, must shock and af- 
fright you. But make this reflection ; and 
jperbaps it may diminish your surprise at 
XEjf hazarding the propoa«\, kw^ t^vei^\« 
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jour reluctance to comply with it. Alg^er* 
ooQ Mordington is now nearly^ thirteen^ 
aod as 1ms is destined for the army^ it is not 
improbable that his uncle may speedily wisli 
to withdraw him from our protection^ in 
order to place him where he may obtaiii 
better inrtruction in the duties of a soldier's 
life. Indeed I have long wondered at the 
estrangement to which he dooms bim^ and 
felt inclined to condemn the narrow plan 
of education to which he has been con« 
fined." 

'' Do you thiok then/' cried Mrs. Harnp** 

den, witl^ tears in her eyes^ '^ that the 

proq[>ect of losing Algernon will reconcile 

me to the admission of this littl^ Mis« 

Cleveland ? What will she be to me ? How 

will she supply to any of us the place of th^ 

noble boy^ whose departure you speak of so 

coolly ? Indeed^ Dr. Hampden^ I am hurt 

to find you have so little value for him ! I 

thought you loved him almost as well as I 

do myself; and^ Heaven knows^ he is as dear 

to me as— I had nearly said— any of mj 

own children.'' 

'^ My good woman," resumed the doctor, 
k'w^if pressing bis hand upon Viet ^o\3\^^\^ 

p4 
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*\ I adore you for this warmth of hearty an 
share in all j^our affectionate sentiments fo 
poor Mordington. But you will allov 
that if he is to he recalled, his departun 
by reducing the number of yoiir famil; 

trill consequently diminish your cares.'^ 

I. 

'^ I never murmured at any cares, an 
trouble of which he was the object," ai 
iWered Mrs. Hampden. '' Whenever 1 
^oes — and goes too, in order to be mad 
a soldier — it will be like lopping off froi 
me a limb! He is^ the joy and life i 
the house ; he has a better heart, and 
sweeter temper than I almost ever m< 
with in any human being. I am sure 1 

« 

loves U6 dearly ; and how do we know th; 
your little Miss Cleveland will ever care 
rush about us ?" 

" Well, well,*' said the doctor, smiling 
*' go up to bed now, Gciody, ^nd think th 
matter coolly over in the mording.'' 

*^ I shall think of nothing but yoi 
fhfeat that Algernon is to leave us, and b 
cotne a soldier. Please the Lord, none < 
my owii boys shall ever, with my eonsen 
takelo f?iaMrade!'' 
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CHAP; IV. 



EMPLOYMENT. 



Two days after tbU conversation^ Dr,. 
Hampden being sent for to a patient ,at tba 
dils(ance of thirty miles^ and judging it 
probable^ tbat from tbe nature of tbe case, 
bis absence migbt be of unusual duration^ 
wrote a npte^ previous to his departure^ to 
Mrs. Cleveland/ upon vi^bom be was ioo 
much hurrried to call^ and detaining Al- 
gernon from morning school made him tbe 
bearer of it to bis venerable patient. 
Tbe doctor wrote as follows : 
'^ I am summoned^ mj dear madam^ so 
abruptly from bome^ that I have no time to 
wait upon you in person^ as I fully intended, 
to inform you that my excellent wife, after 
mature deliberation, consents to the intro- 
duction of tbe little inmate whom you pro- 
pose to us, and solemnly engages to perform 
towards ,ber, the part of a careful and vigi- 
lant parent. Make, of mj uaime, vi l\v« 
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disposition of your affairs^ M^hatever use 
will afford you most comfort. I shall 
scrupulously and conscientiously fulfil the 
duties^ he they of what nature they may^ 
which you shall chuse to confide to my in- 
tegrity; and (mi J hope that my abilities 
may be equal to my zeal in the discharge 
<>f the office for which you have selected me. 

'' These hasty lines will be delivered to 
you by one whom I am proud to introduce 
to your notice, as the deserving- object of 
Mrs. Hampden's anxious care and affec- 
tjon; as well as of my own, during the 
cburse of the last seven years. His name 
is Mordington : you probably know the 
"noble femily to which he is allied. 

'*^ I have the honour to be, 

" With the utmost respect, 
" Dear madam, 
''Your obliged and devoted humble servant, 

*^ Francis Hampden/' / 

Algernon Mordington, on his arriviU at 
JVfrs. Cleveland's gate, told the servant 
who opened it, that he brought a note from 
Dr. Hampden which he was desired, if his , 
lady was up, to deliver into her own hands. 
J^e was ushered into a little patVout , NsiVvAi * 
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the man went to enquire whether he could 
be admitted. He speedily returned; said 
his mistress was at breakfast in the dressings 
room ; and begged the young visitor to 
walk up. 

Algernon followed his coaductor; and 
after delivering the object of his mission 
to the lady of the house, who recollected 
Us countenance, and received him with an 
• encouraging and benevolent smile; he di- 
rected his attention towards the other indi- 
viduals in the room, and soon found him- 
self considerably interested in the scrutiny » 
Opp<^ite to Mrs. Cleveland, and at the 
same table, sat a little girl, pale and thin^ 
who, from a small bason of bread and milk> 
provided for her own breakfast, was- li- 
berally supplying the importunate demands 
of a lively little dog, who neither moderate 
Qor scrupulous, partook with her of more 
than half her portion. Immediately behind 
her, stood the personage the most striking 
to Mot dington's unaccustomed observation^ 
of any in flie group. This was the worthy 
Amy, whose figure, short and squab, might 
have ea cited some risibility, bad it not 
been repressed by the profound duskiness 
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of her skin ; and (he extraordinary, and to 
him, perfectly novel cast, of her broad- 
spreading features. The countenance, how- 
eTer> invested with so sable a hue, displeased 
less than it diverted — repulsed less than it 
attracted him. Its expression was so con- 
genial to his own gay nature — so mirthful,: 
yet so gentle, that he felt an immediate im- 
pression of cordial good-will in her fa- 
vdur. 

When Mrs. Cleveland had ffhished the 
perusal of the doctor's note, which appeared 
to give her extreme satisfaction, she po- 
litely asked Mordington to partake of their 
breakfast. He thanked her but declined 
it; and then begged to know whether h^ 
was to wait for any answer to the letter,- 
of which he had been the bearer. 

'^ Are you acquainted, young gentleman," 
said Mrs. Cleveland, '* with its truly satis- 
factory purport ?" 

'** No, madam, not at all." 

'' Adela, my dear," resumed the old 
lady, after a moments pause, '' if you have 
quite given away enough of your breakfast 
to Frisk, you may go and play in the gar- 
deij; Amy will attend you/' 



TRAIM OF NATURE. 61 

The little girl slid down from her chair^ 
and taking Amj's hand^ left the room; 
followed, to the regret of Algernon, by 
Frisk. 

" That child/' said Mrs. Cleveland, 
when they w^re gone, is my grand-daugh- 
ter. She is, as you may perceive by her 
pallid complexion, in no very good state 
of health ; her spirits are as weak as her 
frame ^ but her disposition is excellent. 
I am, it grieves me to say it, almost her 
only friend. She has been denied a mother's 
protection, nearly from her birth ; aqd she 
has lived with me so long, that to her fa- 
ther she is little less than a stranger. You 
may wonder, perhaps, Mr. Mordington, 
why I should trouble you with all these 
particulars: the reason is, that I am ex- 
trenaely desirous to awaken in you some 
interest for this poor little unsupportec^ 
creature. I understand you are, and for 
same time longer, may continue to be^ 
a resident in Dr. Hampden's family. I 
have solicited, and obtained from the wor- 
thy doctor, permission to leave my grand- 
child in trust with him, at my owii decease. 
— You aee m me, my good yowu^ it\fc\A, 
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an aged, and infinn indiYidual, who knows^ 
and is resigned to the idea, that she has not 
long to live. My chief solicitude, for a 
considerabie time past, has been for the 
future welfare of my helpless little charge : 
that is now removed, by the kindness of 
your benevolent guardian and his wifie. 
But may I, when reflecting upon their 
promised attetition, chear myself with 
the idea, that j/ou also, and the doctor's 
youthful family, will be good and indulgent 
to my timid girl ? Will you be a friend 
and protector to her ? In her childish dis- 
tresses, will you support and comfort her? 
Will you make allowances for her little 
faults, and consider, and teach your other 
associates to consider her as a friendless 
stranger, to whom gentleness and en* 
couragement are equally due with hos- 
pitality aud good* maimers ?'* 

To Algernon Mordingt<m> so serioua a 
speech had never before. been addressed; 
nor a charge given of half so much im- 
portance. Yet he fully understood^ and 
his generous heart felt every word of the 
anxious discourse, which he was proud to 
£ad iimself tlumght suffickmll^ sl man to 
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have called forth. With the most animated 

earnestness/ and ^ith g'lowing cheeks^ he 

answered — 
'^ In all that I am able — as well as I know 

how — I will serye and be a constant friend 

to her/' 
Mrs. Cleyeland^ with a smile of the p\x* 

test benevolence^ whilst at the same time^ a 

tear started to her eye, extended towards 

him her band^ saying — 

^ 1 thank you — from the bottom of my 
heart I thank you^ for this frank and cor- 
dial assurance. Your countenance pre- 
pared me to expect a favourable reception 
to my petition. I wish my poor Adela had 
just such a brother — I wish that she was 
assured of always possessing such a protec^ 
tor : but, however, you will befriend her 
whilst you are under the same roof; and 
for her sake, I hope it will be long ere you 
are removed. I would now proceed to in<^ 
troduce you to 4ier as her destined com- 
pai»ion ; but she is shy to a painfulexcess ; 
and dreadfully afraid of every new face: 
you must endeavour therefore to get ac* 
quaintedt with her by degrees ; aod^ mean- 
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while, I' depefld upon you for procuring 
her a kind welcome from the little Hamp-* 
dens.'* 

" Oh, they are all so good lempered> I 
am sure they will do every thing they can 
to make her happy." 

"Well, my dear, I will not detain you 
longer at present. Whenever I am well 

« 

enough to see any body, I shall be glad to 
see you. Make my kindest and most grate- 
ful compliments to Mrs. Hampden ; tell 
her, that had not writing been peculiarly 
painful to me, I would have addressed my 
thanks to her by letter. I shall be fa- 
voured with a visit from her husband I 
hope, as soon as he returns: much yet re- 
mains to be arranged with faim respecting 
this little girl's establishment beneath his 
roof: there are days when I am un- 
able to converse at all. I trusty however, 
that Heaven will spare me, till all that 
relates to her affairs, is clearly and satis* 
factorily terminated. Good day, tny young 
friend ; — take with you my blessing and my 
thanks." 
- Algernon, much affected by her kindness. 
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'espectfaUjr received her oiTere^i hand ; 
bowed with an- air of grateftil sensibility/ 
etad without speaking, departed. 

He foudd that his retufn had been impa- 
tieotly watched fOr, and expected, by the 
whale youthful party. Mrs. Hampden had 
coDQiraunicated the tidings of Mi^s Cleve- 
land's approiachiog adnlission into their fa- 
mily; and they were all eager to l^arn 
whether «A4gernOn had seen her; and what 
was tho i«ipression h^r appearance had 
made upon hina. But he was in no hu- 
mour to gratify their curiosity, till he had 
disburthened his mind of some part of 
the veneration A^ith whicb it was filled for 
Mrs. Cleveland. He spoke of her with 
feeling and concern ; described her dying 
but placi4 looks — the benevolence of her 
expressions, and the softness* of her man- 
ners, till his dwtt eyes glistened, and the 
children all stood mute, attlentive, and 
deeply interested in tlie unaffected energy 
of his relation. 

'^ I wish," continued he, '' she was in 
good health, and my own grandmother ! 
But I have not a female relation in the 
world who cares a straw for me, lA^ ^^ox 



66 TRAITS OF NATUA£. 

sister was such a babj when I left ber^ that 
I dare say sbe hardly knows she has a bro- 
ther.- 

'' When she does koaw you^'' cried Mrs. 
Hampden^ " I make no doubt she will 
proye to you as aflfectiooate a sister as you 
can desire/' 

^' I hope so with all my heart ; but, you 
know^ <kar mother, all that is as it may 
happen ; so^ as it is of no use to think of 
it now, I'll tell you what I can about little 
Miss Cleveland. She looks as sickly and 
thin as I can suppose I was when I first 
came here; I believe she has Tery- pretty 
eyes though ; but they seem too large for 
her face. Her grandmother says, she is a 
good little sout; and she hopes we shall all 
like her, and try to make her comfortable. 
But what I want most to tell you about^^ 
is t young black woman, who was wait- 
ing upon them at breakfast. . Oh^ she 
is the most delightful piece of ugliness I 
ever beheld ! She never looks at you with- 
out a grin ; she has teeth as white as snow; 
lips as thick as the broad wheel of a wag- 
gon ; a fine fleece of black wool upon her 
hfi^d, and so comical a couui^xiaMce, that 
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she almost tempted me to give her the pre* 
ference in mj good graces^ to the feir- 
Hier object of my deTotion^ old Nurse 
Brown/' . 

The children, thofigh much entertained 
by this account of hcmesi Amy> were, how-* 
ever, unanimous in suppofting the prior 
claims of their long established favourite^ 
oM Nurse Brown ; and Algernon, to ap-« 
pease them, promised to let no upstart^ 
dispossess ber of her accustomed place in 
Us heart. 

Wheo this matter was settled, Mrs. 
Hampden led the way to the apartment, 
which sbe meditated to assign to their ex*? 
pected little guest; and f cry ingeniously 
cantrived to find employment for each of 
the children of an age to be employed, till 
dinner time. Ruth was directed to sew a* 
new fringe to the bottom of a window-cur- 
tain ; i^udith^ the next sister, was dispatched 
for her*little thread-case, to make a white 
Hmity cover for the toilet pin-cushion ; and 
Jven Algernon, as it was now too late to 
end him to join William and Reuben 
[iampden at morning school, was not ex- 
atpted from taking his share iu l\ie ^^^>3i* 
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patioDS that were going forward. As being 
the tallest^ be was directed to remove from 
a higb shelf in an adjoining closetj a pile 
of old newspapers^ pamphlets^ reviews and 
magazines/ which^ when allowed time to, 
peep into their contents, afforded him suf- 
ficient amusement^ to reconcile, him to their 
dustiness^ and almost to appease his %nxiety, 
again to resume his intercourse with Hot- 
spur and Glendower. 

Whilst thus furnishing occupation for 
others/ Mrs. Hampden was by no means idle 
herself. She was fitting to a huge old- 
fashioned arm chair^ a chintz cover^ to all 
appearance^ not many years its j unior ; but 
so neatly repaired ; and still so bright in 
hue; that it was as much the admiration 
of the little girls^ as the pride of their in- 
dustrious mother. 
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CHAP. V. 



TIMIDITY. 

Mrs. Cleveland lived oftlj a fortnight 
ifter the conference with ypung Mording- 
ton recorded in the preceding chapter : but 
liappily^ Dr. Hampden returned from his 
iistant professional visits in time to receive 
ber 6nal directions respecting her grand- 
child ; and to hear confirmed, in her pre- 
sence, Mr. Cleveland's consent, to his as- 
suming the guardianship, to which she had 
appointed him. It was also settled, that 
the interest of the child's little fortune^ 
should, fpr the present, be suffered to ac- 
cumulate ; that her father should pay an- 
nually a stipulated sum for ber board and 
education ; and that Amy, to whom her 
considerate mistress left a small annuity^ 
should, if she wished it, continue her at-^ 
tendance upon Adela ; and reside with her^ 
at Mr. Cleveland's e^rpence, in Dr. HaniQ*- 
fen 's family. 



\ 
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With infinite difficulty^ and after re- 
peated interruptions^ Mrs. Cleveland^ pre- 
vious to her decease^ addressed to her two 
eldiest grand-daughters^ Elinor and Alicia; 
the half-sisters of Adela^ a short letter^ 
which she entrusted for delivery at some 
future time^ to the care of Dr. Hampden. 
It was conceived in these words — 

*' My dear grandchildren, 
^* I WRITE from a bed of paan, whence I 
have DOW no hope of living to arise. My 
last earthly cares are for the welfare of your 
little helpless sister ; the poor child, whom, 
four years ago> your father permitted me \o 
take under my protection. Since that pe- 
riod, yt)U have scarcely seen her; and you 
may, perhaps^ require \o be reminded of 
her claims upon your kindness. Some years 
probably will elapse, ere you meet her 
again : but cherish the remeti^brabce of her 
in your hearts; befriend her, hereafter, if 
it »h<mld ever be in your power ; and for^ 
get Aot, how very dear she was io one, who 
aI#o loved you both nopost affectionately; and 
vtFhose dying request it wks, that you would 
pjToi^eyonrselves^ In the fullest sense of the 
wordj ber sisters. 
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^' I bave now only strengl^ ttUd sight, 
with my final blessings to siga myself^ mjr 
dearest children^ 

'^ Your fervent well-wisber^ and ever- 
attached grandmother^ 

A. M. Clevelahd." 



t€ 



The day succeeding the funeral of the 
writer of this letter^ the dejected little 
Adela made her first entree in the family of 
ber new patrons. She had been detained 
till that moment in the bouse of mourning 
at the solicitation of Julius; whoj learning; 
that his father was determined not to quit 
it himself, before his mother's remains were 
consigned to the graye; thought his sister's 
presence^ and that of Amy^ might afford 
him some relief from the gloominess that 
surrounded him; and^ for the first time^ 
appeared to attach a slight degree of value 
to their society. 

It was evenings when Her father's car- 
riage conveyed the fearful child> her af- 
fectionate attendant^ and the sprightly 
Frisky to the residence of Dr. Hampden. 
On hearing it drive up^ Ruth^ and the rest 
of the young party^ Algernon excepted » 
would have rushed out to meet Wve\t e>x» 
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pc^cted coipp&iuoQ: but Mrs. Hampden de- 
sired tbem to remain quiet; asset ting that 
the sudden eruption of so many entire 
strangers^ would terrify and overpower her. 
The remonstrance was patiently submitted 
4o— -and they all peaceably returned to their 
seats. 

In a few moments^ steps were heard in 
the entrance^ the parlour door was opeued 
by a maid-servant^ and in capered the alert 
and familiar l^risk. 

A general exclamation of delight fol- 
lowed his appearance ; and whichever way 
he turned, he was welcomed and caressed 
with the most unbounded testimonies of ap- 
probation. Even the doctor and Mrs. 
Hampden were drawn to participate, though 
with somewhat less enthusiasm, in the ad- 
miration he excited ; and for some seconds 
it seemed to be utterly forgotten that any 
other guest than Frisk was expected. Mor- 
dington was the first to cast his eyes to- 
wards the dot>r, where, startled and asto- 
nished at their vociferation, stood the un- 
obtrusive little stranger, pressing close up 
to Amy, and tightly clasping her hand as 
///or protection^ from tbie tvoas^ \vo^1— 
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'* My dear mother," said Algernon^ 
*' won't you speak to Miss Clevela^nd?'V 
Mrs. Hampdeo turned round, amd^ afraid 
of being too demonstrative, told the child 
m simple but cordial terms, that she was 
glad to see her ; begged she would go and 
sit down; and gratified Amy by desiring 
slie would remain near her young mistress. 
The children had discretion enough at first 
to keep aloof; but their eyes busily sur- 
veyed the downcast aspect of the abashed 
new-comer ; or gazed with amazement at 
the dark complexion of her humble friend. 
Ruth at length gained courage, under 
pretence of fondling Frisk, (who satisfied 
with the notice his outset had obtained, 
now rented quietly at the feet of his mis- 
tress,) to cross over to the place where 
Adela was sitting upon Amy's knees ; .and 
to establish herself upon a low stool, close 
beside them. Amy, nearly as much pre- 
possessed by the blooming, sparkling coun- 
tenance of Ruth, as she had, during his 
visit to her departed lady, been by 'that of 
Algernon, very readily contributed her 
share towards the conversation which the 
little gir\ seemed desirous of couv\uewc\Vi^\ 

VOL. I. . E 
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and tried^ but without much success^ to 
induce her joung charge to bear some part 
in it also: but the bashful little creature, 
though DOW evidentl J recovered from her 
first apprehensive feelings^ could not be 
prevailed upon to utter more than a mono- 
sj^llable at a time ; and that^ in so low a 
voice, as scarcely to be heard. Yet she 
shrunk not entirelj from the notice and ca- 
resses of her neW'friend, but suffered her 
little hand to be detained without anj ap- 
parent reluctance; and now and then be- 
stowed a soft smile upon her, that threw 
the warm-hearted Ruth into raptures. The 
advances of Algernon, who had also ven- 
tured to approach, she bore however, with 
less serenity ; his touch she recoiled from, 
with a sort of antipiathy ; if he merely 
looked at her, she averted her eyes; his 
vicinity seemed to dirturb her ; nor could 
she even composedly endure to see him take 
the slightest notice of her faithful Frisk. 

Amy was perfectly able to account for 

these symptoms of uneasiness : but in Ruth 

they excited equal surprise and concern. 

Though by no means disposed to feel of- 

feaded/ she was nevettbeVe&a \i\\t\.\\ka.\.<5afc 



I 
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kind attentions of Mordington should be so 
perseyeringly discouraged ; and found the 
pleasure she had at first experienced/ in 
seeking to conciliate the favour of the 
joiing stranger^ considerably diminished. 

In a short time^ the children's supper 
was brought in ; of which Adela was in- 
Tited to partake. She declined it^ in a 
iK^iisper addressed to Amy; and before they 
had concluded their slight meal^ reposed 
her head upon the negro's bosom^ and drop- 
ped into a calm sleep. 

Mrs. Hampden had given orders that a 
fire should be kept up in the room appro-* 
priaied to her ; and thither^ without being 
awakened^ she was gently conveyed in 
Amy's arms^ and put to bed: Frisk at- 
tended her. and as soon as she was laid 
down^ established himself for the night 
upon a chair by her side. 

^'Well, mamma/' said Ruth^ as soon 
as her mpther descended from the child's 
room ; '^ how do you like the little girl ? 
She looks very mild and gentle ; but I ne- 
ver saw any thing so fearful in my life : 
she thinks^ I believe^ that Algernon will 
eat her; and pale as she 1^3 tvitiv%\.^'Ci\\\&!t% 
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paler« if he only touches the hem of h^r 
frock. What an odd whim that is !" 

" Have patience with her," said Mrs, 
Hanipden, ''and don't expect her to be fa- 
miliar all at onco with so many unknown 
faces. She has lately lost a fond grand- 
mother, and been suddenly removed^ to a 
place where every person, and every object 
is entirely new to her. Give way for the 
present to her little shy humours ; do not 
shew any impatience or vexation ; and, as 
much as you can, without appearing to ne- 
glect her, give her full liberty to come, 
and go, talk, or be silent, as she pleases.** 

''This,'* cried Mordington, "is just what 
poor -Mrs. Cleveland would have recom- 
mended. I am sorry I did not let her quite 
alone this evening, for I believe I dis- 
tressed her : but« to-morrow, I'll try and 
avoid even looking at her. One comfort is,** 
added he, laughing, "that poor dear pretty 
Blacky wont require any courting at all to 
be good friejids: she smirks and noddles 
already as facetiously as if she had known 
us this twelvemonth. How I do love her 
« short, shining, hideous face; and her droll 
. cjreSj ib^t look like two ripe eVdet-\>«tt\«i 
stuck la the white of a batd eggV* 
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^' Well, well/' cried Mrs. Hampden, 
"learn your lesson for school to-morrow, 
and save some of jour wit for another time : 
and be sure when you go up to bed, you 
make no noise over the little girl's room.'* 

He promised observance of this injunc- 
tion ; conned over rapidly, three or four 
times, his morning task ; and then, as weH 
as Dr. Hampden, turned to his Shakespeare 
for the remainder of the evening. 

When the little Adela descended to break- 
fast the next morning, though there ap- 
peared no abatement in her gravity, she 
looked, at least, perfectly placid : and, un- 
less assailed with questions by the younger 
children, or pjLrticularly noticed by any of 
the party, seemed suflSciently at her ease; 
and completely bereft of alarm. Algernon, 
to avoid disturbing, what the doctor termed^ 
her insecure security y wholly abstained from 
speaking to; or regarding her. 

When breakfast was over, Mrs. Hamp- 
den gave her two eldest girls permission, as. 
it was a very beautiful morning, to walk 
across the fields, with Mordington and 
their brothers, a part of the way, at least, 
towards the school to whicli l\\e \50^% ^^^^ 

e3 



7S TRAITS OF NATURE. 

regularly sent. They ea^rly prepared 
themselves for the excursioo ; whilst their 
mother^ addressing Adela^ asked if she 
would like^ attended by Amy, to be of the 
party. 

'^ It will do you good^ my dear/' added 
she ; ^^ air and exercise have been parti- 
cularly recommended for you^ and will 
make you look as fresh as a rose. Shall 
Amy bring your little straw hat ?'' 

In one of her accustomed whispers, when^ 
though her lips might be seen to move> it 
was scarcely possible to catch auy audible 
sound proceeding from thero^ the child 
faintly answered^ 

" If you please^ ma*am." 

'' But^ my dear/' resumed Mrs. Hamp*- 
den^ somewhat perplexed on observing with 
how little alacrity her proposal was ac- 
cepted^ '^ don't go merely to oblige me: 
perhaps you liad rather walk about the 
garden with only Amy/' 

The little creature^ with brightening 
looks^ eagerly caught hold of Amy^ saying 
softly, 

" I had rather walk with only Amy^ if 
JO u please/' 



f 
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The kind matran smiled at the simple 
sincerity of this answer^ and 'bade her rua 
up with her nurse to fetch her bat. 

Algernon^ looking after her as she quitted 
the room^ said^ 

" I loTe her for being so fond of Blacky ; 
but yet I should like to decoy Frisk a.way 
from her : I dare say^ he would much ra* 
ther gambol and scamper about in the 
fields^ than be contined to an old woman's 
walk in the garden/' 

'' Let me, however, bave no decoying 
attempted/' said Mrs. Hampden. ^' Frisk 
will do very well under ttie care of his 
little mistress ; and indeed^ to speak the 
truths I have so good an opinion of him^ 
that I hardly believe he could be readily 
induced to quit her."" 

When Adela returned to the house^ some 
time after the juvenile party had set out, 
she found Mrs. Hampden employed in 
hearing two of her youngest children^ the 
one six, the other only four years old, read 
their little lessons. For a moment she he- 
sitated whether or not to advance ; but re- 
ceiving a sign of encouragement, she stole 
softly towards one of the windows, and 

e4 
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quietly remained observing all that vas 
passing till the children were released. 

Shortly after^ Ruth and Judith came 
back y and Mrs. Hampden^ who never 
would consent to send any of her girls to 
school^ and was their sole preceptress^ called 
upon them both to go through their daily 
task. Each produced her little spelling- 
book and Testament; and e«ich^ in an audible 
Yoice^ spelt a column/ and read a chapter. 
She then proceeded to place their writing- 
copies before thera^ and furnishing them 
with the requisite implements, enjoined 
them diligently to exert themselves for one 
half-hour, in trying which could produce 
,the neatest specimen of penmanship. 

Mrs. Hampden, though incapable of 
giving to her daughters accomplishments 
which she *did not in the slightest degree 
herself possess, was yet better qualified for 
the task of instructing them in such plain 
and useful acquirements as she undertook 
to teach> than half the mothers or go^ 
vernesses who engage in the attempt. She 
had an almost inexhaustible fund of patience; 
was strictly impartial ; had a clear method 
ofexplaiaiag what she exacted; was uu- 
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failiDgly persevering ; and had a mild^ jet 
inflexible firmness of manner^ that scarcely 
ever gave the children an opportunity of 
eluding her commands^ or disappointing her 
expectations. 

Not a single circumstance that passed 
escaped the silent observation of the watch- 
ful Adela. When the lessons were over^ 
and the .children^ according as they had 
merited applause or censure^ had received 
the one or incurred the other^ she saw 
them; with the most chearful docility^ go 
in search of their work-bass^ and for a spe- 
cified time^ establish themselves round their 
mother^ and industriously begin plying their 
needles. 

This scene of diligence appeared to fire 
her with emulation ; for presently^ gliding 
gently out of the room^ she speedily re- 
turned^ bearing in one hand a small work- 
basket^ and in the other an immense jointed 
doll. 

Mr». Hampden^ without seeming to re* 
gard her^ yet attended to all her move- 
ments/ and found some difficulty in repress- 
ing a smile^ when she saw her select frpm 
her basket^ such instruments of houie^ifec^ 

£5 
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as she thought she should waiit^ and then> 
yery gravel jr^ place the low arnarchair tbat 
had been appropriated to ber^ next to Rutb^ 
aad begin beimDtng a pettiecMit for her doU. 

This first symptom of approaching' soci<- 
ability gtive tbe good Mrs. Hampden very 
sincere pleasure ; but she carefully forbore 
making any remarks that diould tenrpt the 
.sensitive little plant to shrink backj and 
went on cooversiqg with bev children upon 
indifierent subjects. 

It was impossible, indeed^ to be loaiij 
hours in the same house with this ebild 
without feelmg for her an interest aliBost 
amiountibg' to affection. Iler countenainee 
had so little of tbe common-place expression 
of mere rosy thoughtless infancy^ tb»t> on 
the contrary^ it denoted both reflection and 
sensibility. Every time she i*aised her long 
t£ick eye-lashes^ and looked up in Mrs. 
Jiampden's face^ it was witk an air tbat 
seemed to solicit kindness and protection. 
Tbe cast of her features was so delicate^ 
and the clearness of her complexion so 
transparent^ tbat there was an appearance 
of nad:uTal refinement about- her^ which^ 
Aad aa buadrei other cbildteQ been psesent^ 
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would have distioguished her from them all ; 
ber Yoice^ without beiog either monotonous 
or insipid^'was sweetness itself; and so perfect 
wfts the symmetry of her pliant and slendef 
little figure^ that nothing could be more 
gratifying to the eye^ than to watch the 
unconscious gracefulness of her movements 
when in action^ or of her attitudes when in 
repose. 

When the signal was gi?en to the little 
girls to desist from their work^ and it had 
been neatly folded up and put away, they 
flocked round their young companion to 
admire her huge doll. 

She betrayed no uneasiness on observing 
their eagerness to handle it^ but pushing it 
towards tfaem^ and addressing the two eldest 
girls with an air of good^will, she said^ 

'' You may play with jt if you like," 

'' May we?'* cried Ruth. '' And will 
you play with us ?" 

Adela shook her head, and mildly, but 
gravely answered, 

"Noy I thank you." 

Aad taking up her baske^, she quitted 
the room, and repaired to her friend Amy. 

Ed 
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The spirits of this too susceptible child, 
though naturally high, had been subdued 
nearly beyond the possibility of speedy res- 
toration, by the scenes which, for many 
iveeks she had sorrowfully witnessed. 

Mrs. Cleveland, the most attentive and 
affectionate of parents, fallen into a state of 
incurable languor, and drooping so visibly^, 
that even to the inexperienced observation 
of a child, the rapid decay of her strength 
was apparent ; her father, though respect- 
fully attentive to the poor invalid, utterly 
negligent of his daughter, or disposed to 
regard her only with scorn and sternness; 
her brother usurping over her unlimited 
authority, and exercising his capricious 
tyranny with fearless impunity ; her sickly 
looks made subjects of reproach ; her de- 
pressed state of mind derided; her intellects 
avovvedly considered as defective — rwhat 
wonder is it, that at so tender an age, all 
energy, all animation of character should 
desert her ? 

In addition to the benumbing influence 
which ^the above causes produced upon her 
faculties, her nerves had recently sustained 
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I shock (unknown to all but Amy) capable 
)f leaving upon a youthful imagination an 
impression the most gloomy and awful. 

During the two last days of her suffering 
grandmother's existence^' the nurses and at- 
tendants deemed it necessary to prohibit the 
child's aidmission into the sick room. This 
interdiction almost broke her hearty and but 
for the soothings and sympathizing tender* 
ness of Amy^ would have been a heavier 
affliction than she could have supported. 

Perpetually on the watch, however, to 
obtain, if possible, a favourable opportunity 
of gaining a moment's access to the bed-side 
of her only friend, she stole softly, towards 
the evening of the third day of her painful 
seclusion, to the forbidden door. It was the 
fourth or fifth attempt of the same kind 
she had made since morning, aiid on each 
occasion, after a long pause " of almost 
breathless anxiety, wijth her hand upon the 
lock, she had been compelled to retreat by 
the sound of voices or footsteps within^ 
^hich convinced her the attendants were 
all in waiting. Amy had been privy to 
these repeated trials ; no arguments being 
of y/eight BuSBicient io coa\ince\iet \)dl%\.M 
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could be either right or pardonable io 
debar an affi&ctionate child from the sight 
of her parent^ as long as that parent conti- 
nued in possession of her senses ; and acting 
upon this principle^ she even ventured to 
become the companion of her young mis- 
tress's intrusion. 

To the child's unspeakable delight^ she 
not only escaped all observation in her 
waj to the patient's chamber^ but on reach-^ 
ing it^ distinguished no sound within^ whicb^ 
she thought^ n.eed withhold her from endea- 
vouring to enter. She tried the handle of the 
AooT, which gave waj with perfect ease ; and 
advaneingontip.toe^andwithabeatingheart> 
she proceeded some paces towards the bed. 
Thci profound silence that reigned in 
<he apartment — now in the decline of a 
cloud jT antumnal evenings so faintly light- 
ed as scarcely to render objects discern- 
ible ; the deserted, state in which ber be^ 
nefactress appeared to have been left ; and 
above all^ the undefinable apprehensions 
that seized upon her mind^ and filled it 
with vagise^ but solemn emotiofis-— alt 
chilled ber hearty and for some moments^ 
arrested^ ber steps. A. wkis^t fr^om Amy, 
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who stood ceotinel at the door^ and urged 
her tolose no time^ lest they should be sur« 
prised^ impelled her again to move forward. 
She drew nearer to the curtains^ and gently 
opening them, on the side next the window, 
the ever - venerated add ever^ear coun- 
tenance of Mrs. Cleveland presented itself 
to her view^ overspread by a paleness so 
cadaverous, exhibiting aa' immobility so 
appalling, that the unhappy child, half con* 
scions of her misfortune, though ignorant 
of the appearance^ and of all^ except the 
aaiae of death, stood trembling and awed 
at the sight — toO much terrified to cry out^ 
too much amazed to seek refuge in flight 
from, so direful a spectacle ! Her heart 
almost audibly throbbed — her eyes seemed 
filed by faseinatioa upon the livid object 
•H which they glared ; and whilst thus 
standing as if spell-bound and rooted to the 
spot, accidentally moving her hand, it came 
io cobtact with that (icy-cold, stiff, and 
clammy) of the ghastly cocpse ! Thfe shock 
wag too gteat to he borne—she uttered a 
feeble through penetrating shriek, and 
sunk senseless on the bed. 
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Amy^ upon whose affectionate vigilance 
no sound or movement of her youthful 
charge was ever lost, « instantly caught the 
alarm^ and darting tov^ar^s lier> discovered 
at a single glance^ the deplorable* cause of 
her insensibility. Though sincerely attached 
to the departed Mrs. Cleveland^ she staid 
not to lament over her breathless form^ but 
snatching the little Adiela in her arms^ had' 
barely time to convey her from the room of 
death before the attendants resumed their 
station in the apartment. 

The waking reflections^ the nightly 
dreams of the fear-struck girl^ after this 
unfortunate moment, were of a nature con- 
tinually to recal the impressive scene to her 
harrowed imagination. She asked Amy 
no questions when she recovered from her 
fainting fit ; her o wn observation^ transient 
as it bad been, ha ving, beyond all possibility 
of doubt, taught her to know that the 
ghastly, pallid, inanimate figure which she 
had beheld, could be a representation of 
nothing but irrecoverable mortality. Yet 
she dreaded to hear the fact confirmed; 
dreaded to hear the word death applied to 
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she had so tenderly loved; and from 
cause, though the subject was ever up- 
lost in her mind, made no commuDica-* 
of her thoughts, blit sad as they were^ 
red them to prey in silence upon her 
th and spirits. 

tny, not having been ordered to an- 
ice to her the fatal tidings, and being 
^If unwilling to enter upon a conversa- 
so afflicting, the absolute certainty. of 
loss she had sustained was never com- 
icated to the neglected' child, till the 
lier mourning apparel was brought into 
room. All the smothered emotions of 
heart then burst forth, and she gave 
to a paroxysm of g^rief, that frightened 
uch as it aJQTected poor Amy, and pro- 
d even in the thoughtless Julius, a 
lorary disposition to participate in her 
idless sorrow. 

ich had been, in addition to the itidis- 
.ion that enfeebled her powers of exer- 
— to her father's cruel indifference, abd 
le loss of her protectress, the cause of 
extreme depression which marked her 
le deportment. Her sleep frequently 
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disturbed bj starts; her innocent mind 
haunted, even at lioon-daj^ by the most 
melancholy visions; the novelty of the 
scenes to which she had been introduced^ 
had yet tended^ but in a very slight degree^ 
to relieve her from the weight that rpp- 
pressed and v^akened her infant mind. 
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CHAP. VI. 



QUIXOTISM. 



Ui^w^vBR gradually^ the passive and for'- 
bearing system pursued by the Hampden 
family in regard to their little inmate^ failed 
not, in process of time^ to produce a fa- 
Tourable change in her aspect and manners. 
After silently attending^ for three successive 
fiioroiogs^ to the proceedings. of the other 
children during their hours of study^ she 
voluntarily^ on the fourth^ brought her own 
book of easy lessons to Mrs. Hampden^ and 
begged she would bear her read. More 
gratified by this unsolicited application than 
»he chose to appear, Mrs. Hampden quietly 
^seated ; and was equally pleased and sur- 
prised io find that she not only read with 
perfect fluency, but, for her age, with an 
intelligence so expressive, and a propriety 
of tone and accent so interesting, that she 
kept aJife BXieniion^ and gave tV\e mott 
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pleasing effect to the little story she had ^ 
chosen. t^ 

Mrs. Hampden * too easilj guessed by 
M^hoin she had been thus admirably instructed^ 
to pain her by asking any questions: but 
when she closed her book, affectionately ^ 
kissed her^ and praised the manner in which . 
she had acquitted herself. 

Cheered and encouraged by this kindness^ w 
the child now said — 

" I can repeat some hymns and fables ^ 
too, ma'am ; — will you like to hear me ?" 

Recchving a ready assent to the question, , 
she recited her little store of religious and ? 
moral poetry, in a voice so touching, and ^ 
with a look so innocent, so unaffectedly ^ 
earnest, that she brought tears into the eyes ^ 
of her auditress. Again she was embraced, A 
and commended for her successful efforts ; i 
and then, Mrs. Hampden asked her whether j 
she had any wish to learn to write ? She 
proniptly answered in the affirmative ; and 
from that day forward, became an active 
and pleased emulator of the iadustry of 
her young companions. 

In the same unconstrained manner, bhe 
gradually accustomed YietseV^ \.o ^m\^m^ 
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t jof their habits ; and soon evinced a 
J perceptible encreasd of confidence in 
the female branches of the family. Qui 
presence of Dr. Hampden never failed 
recal into her. countenance its original 
ness ; and of his two eldest boys^ as well 
of Algernon^ she betrayed such manifest 
trust and apprehension^ that with one 
jord, they agreed wholly to refrain from 
ting of her, any notice. 
Not so was it with regard to Amy. To- 
rds Mordington, who particularly courted 
r, she conceived sentiments the most 
^ndly and cordial. Extremely dextrous^ 
I full of good-natured ingenuity, she 
ve baskets for him of reeds, or slender 
low twigs ; assisted him in stufilng his 
Is, or constructinjg his bows and arrows ; 
de net& for various purposes, and with 
ces of elder-wood, fabricated such pow- 
111 pop'guns^ that their report n^ight be 
rd, from one extremity of the garden to 
other. 

n the upper part of the house, was a 
re and unoccupied chiimber, chiefly used 
a place to deposit lumber, and yet so 
ciousj that, ia rainy weather, \t wvai^e ^^ 
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admirable play-room for the youthful fa^ 
nuly. On every wet tutlf-holiday^ the boyr 
dragging Amy with them^ and followed b^ 
their sisters^ repaired to this privilege! 
scene of noise and amusement. AdeU 
hated to enter their territories ; yet^ ratbes 
than submit to a long separation from he^ 
Durse^ she sometimes diffidently crept aftes 
them^*— stole into a corner with Frisky am 
was a silent spectatress of their pastimes. 

One evenings that Algernon had been 
successively wrestling with William aoi 
Reuben^ by neither of whom he had 
conquered^ though by their alternate ei 
forts^ he had been wearied^ suddenly desk 
ibg^ and throwing himself on a seat to till 
breathy he invited Frisk, by a friendl 
whistle, to share his resting-place. Add^ 
was now too much accustomed to witi 
their intimacy, to feel any alarm for tl 
safety of the little animal ; but her ey( 
filled with tears on bearing Mordingti 
presently exclakn-*— 

''Why, Nursy, what has given this pooi 
dog such a vile disposition, every now ai 
fhen, to hop upon three legs ? Has be ev< 
received any hurt > 
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y " Oh, Massa, better not ask about it,'* 
cried Amy, " it no good story.'- 

^^ Why it was not done on purpose, was 
it Nurse?" enquired Ruth. 

^*^ It was done — well, well, never mind 
how it was done ! You say a great deal 
about it, you vex little Missy." 

^ The children all looked inquisitively at 

^ Adela, and saw her face exhibiting such a 
I painful air of consciousness, that, for a mo^ 
ment, they wiere tempted to suspect,* that it 
was by her^ tire mischief had been perpetrated: 
Amy, aware from the the expression of their 
countenances, of what was passing in their 
minds, hesitated not to clear her beloved 
charge, by instantly revealing the truth. 

m1| William, Reuben, and their good-tem- 
pered sisters, expressed, in the strongest 
terms their abhorrence of so mischievous an 
excess of passion ; but Algernon, though 
he said the least, was struck with a deeper 

tif sense of indignation, than any of the party ; 
and, to judge by the anger that flashed 
from his eyes, felt as if he should have re- 
joiced in an opportunity of inflicting upon the 

f<^ young culprit, the most exemplaty e\v«L%\A%^- 
went One obiservatioa esca]^ed \\\\s\,'V5cka\. 



/ 



96 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

t 

shewed the good sense with which he cpul 
already^ trace effects from their causes. 

*' I can understand now/ said he, '' wb 
has made Miss Cleveland so shj of Williai 
Reuben^ and me. I suppose she thinks s 
boys are alike ; and as Frisk had his le, 
disabled at home, expects that here he wi 
lose his head /" 

'' No, no/* exclaimed Amy ; — '' Litl 
Missy no think that at all. — Massa Juli 
have quite different face ; — ^he sometim 
have so proud^ so fierce look ! And he 
love to command; and if he play, he 
glad to tease, tease, and make vexed ! — 
no ; he no more like you, than blacky li 
whitey!" 

Algernon laughed, and, thanking An 
for her reluctance to allow of the reser 
blance> started up, and called upon the tv 
hoys to assist him in suspending a swing 
|i beam, that ran across the ceiling. 

This little conversation, the remembran 
of which seemed to operate favoural 
upon the mind of Adela ; and in a slig 
degree, to abate her reserve towards M( 
dington and his companions; was succeedt 
a few days after, by au iwcvdievA. ^Vv 
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however trifling in itself, effected a still 
more material change in all her sentiments. 
Returning home with the two Hampdens 
from afternoon school, one exceedingly wet, 
cold, and boisterous evening, Algernon was 
surprised, as he approached the house, to 
see Adela and her nurse, standing under the 
porch, the former, utterly regardless of the ^ 
rain that drifted upon her head, and ap- 
pearing in great distress ; and the latter, 
vainly exerting all her powers of rhetoric 
to persuade her young charge no longer to 
expose herself to the, so nearly certain, risk 
of catching cold. 

''What is the matter?" enquired Al- 
gernon, concerned to perceive them in sUch 
uneasiness. 

*' Oh, good young Massa !" exclaimed 
Amy, delighted at his return, '[ Will yof 
make little Missy not stand here, and 
get all wet and cold ? And me go bring 
back Frisk/' ^ ^ 

*' Is Frisk lost, then ?'• 
Aniy answered, that a short time before, 
a woman and two boys, who appeared to be 
travellers^ had come to the doot lo \i^%\ 
that Mrs. Hampden was goae lo ^^^ ^ ^vO«w 

VOL. 1. P 



Dei^boHr^ but that Adala obaemng them 
from the windo^w^ stepped oiut to- gty^.thmOi 
mme relief froai her. ow^ little fund. I^risk 
had, accompaDied' her — and I>^w^ MTfis^ no? 
vii^re tp be found ! The nufrse, concluding: 
he had been stolc^n b j the waoder iog pe^ 
titionersj waa anxiaus to attempt his^ r«- 
cQverj^^ by setting out imp^iately in p^i:* 
suit of them. 

" Which way did they gp ?" eagerly der 
manded Mordington. 

Amy pointed in the diriection she believed; 
they had taken ; and thte animated boyi 
pushing her and Adela into the passtagej only^ 
slopped to say^ 

/^ Nursy, my friend, go a»A conafort, 
yourself by a good fire, and leave the rescui^ 
of poor Frisk to me/' 

Then, darting off^ he was out of sight ia 
a moment. William Hampden hcistilyf folr 
lowed him; and Amy, with her distressed 
little charge, went back into the house. 

Recollecting to have met, in bis way 

home, a, party that strongly reseinbl^d the 

description of the supposed offendters, Mor* 

dipgton was sanguine in, hw hope^ of sue- 

ceedingj by the tpndet o{ a \v\.\.V?i \smwi^ >- V^^ 



natelj accomplish his wish of ojreriaking 
tbrai. It happened, that.qf tfaeifi^agal al^ 
iQwaooe graotedr him: fifur pooket . numeji^ 
(aaxiQiisLjr deoiring to pKidbasB a; writing'' 
djefili/whjcjti hce had seen i^oq sale inr the^ 
neighbomriiig to wa oiT S v ■■■■,). he- had saved^ 
neacly iha wb(]di:;of tfaalBst ({uarter^ andl 
thiA'immey he&ao^ osrmd\ abaiwb hun*. la 
coaq3^risoQ (to the Ibss of Brisks the lasir of 
tlie moDiey w^aitajhiflft as notkiog: and^ odi 
comiQg up . with the^troUersi vrfaiiah he hap^ 
pU^ effected^ so ably dad he coaduot hi& 
eBtefpriz0j». and so »ui)cess€ully win^ upon 
their haicte^ pa^rtly by hiAofiemd briber and! 
partly by his gay^ yet eaiioasfc entreaties^ 
tkart . the woman' was unable? to resist his 
prayef8>. aa<^ at lengtii^ consented) to^ release* 
the- astonisfaed Fristtfroniithediffty old sachi 
in whichihei had been, immured^ and to n^ 
Blare Intrn to faonou|cable society. 

Boundingi fboliokin^^ and wild with joys 
the, irewly-«manoipated ptisoner attendisd 
Hs delighted deliverer home, and reached 
Dr. Hkmpden's door^ in company N«\i\i 
^WUUana, who shnreAi in their ssAV^cVaoxi^ 
^&w miavies siftBw therfoinilW Qutid^ ^^«Mk^ 
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anxiety for the young Quiiote) had assem- 
bled to tea. 

His entrance^ preceded, rather than fol- 
lowed^ by the almost despaired-of Frisky 
was hailed vith a general cry of transport ; 
and Adela^ in particular, forgetting all fear, 
and dismissing all coldness, flew past the 
dog, and springing upon a chair^ threw her 
little arms round Algernon's neck, and em- 
braced him with the frank and joyful fond- 
ness of the most affectionate sister. Charmed 
by a reception so unexpectedly kind, Mor- 
dington encouraged and returned her ca- 
resses, whilst the Doctor and Mrs. Hamp- 
den sat by, and smiled at this novel scene 
with the sincerest pleasure. 

Thus vanished (and for ever^) all distrust 
on the part of Adela, and all affectation oi 
indifference on that of Algernon ; and^ from 
that period, a cordiality established itseli 
between them, which cheered the heart and 
brightened the countenance of the little girl^ 
as much as it gratified and flattered her nevi 
friend. 

Learning the next day, by means of Wil- 
y/am^ the method he bad etwp\o^ed^ V<> ^w 

his point with the fraudu\eTvl\vvte\c^V^^'^^ 
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poor Frisky it became her most earnest de- 
sire to offer him some compensatioa for the 
sacrifice he bad made. She possessed^ ia 
addition to tbe friendship of Amy^ only two 
objects of particular regard ; one was a 
little gold watch^ which she was yet too 
young to wear^ but often contemplated with, 
admiration in its case; and the other was 
—Frisk ! — Whichever of these Algernon 
could be induced to accept^ she pined to 
offer him : but her courage failed^ and it 
was only through the intervention of Amy^ 
that she dared hazard the proposal. 

The disinterested and perfectly undesign- 
ing boy^ shrunk from the idea of taking 
such advantage of her gratitude^ with the 
steadiest inflexibility : but hearing from the 
nurse^ that Adela really fretted at bis per- 
severance in refusing her intended liber- 
ality^ he came to a compromise with her; 
declined all concern with the watch ; but 
consented so far to look upon Frisk as hia 
own^ as to make him the constant companion 
of his rambles ; and to suffer his initials> as 
well as Adela's^ to.be eograveo upon the 
little silver plate of the dog's collar. 

f3 
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^Meafnt^liile, Dr. ffltatnpcten, \rifh ^ti- 
tilyated ardour, wa^ continuing tire petusal 
tif bis borrowed Shakespeare. Tteemanfia 
for tbat atifhor "wbich had so (ihttrtHk^h- 
t^ally seized 'him, was^trengthened ^by tthe 
*warm participation of Mordingtoo. T^hey 
Tead and talked of nothing but Sfaakespea^* 
•the quick and reteotfTe memory t)f ^ 
lively boy, was soon furnished 'with wbote 
Sfcenes from his favourite plays: every 
speech uttered by Percy he, in partica^lar, 
delighted to spout forth ; and by this inetttis, 
go incurably confirmed the docftor's pre- 
possession^ as to induce him, at length/ seri- 
ously to declare, that if the habe itbesc 
birth was now hourly e^ptiited'peoye&9, 
boy, it should indubitably reeerre the ^ho* 
Qourable appellation df— Hdt^put ! 

Tbis-projjecti as has already been related, 
was opposed hypoor Mrs. Hampden with 
all ^he earnestness which, she thotight it 
jxridti'fiuble to exeit ; and, by Algernon, was 
heard witli convulsictos df internal laughter. 
The worthy matron's soflemn protest agaim^ 
a breach of custom Vhich appeared to htefr 
sa unseemly ; 'her iiusbamd's incoroprehcn- 



iA\e iMlfflatli upon^tiie isubjecrt ; and the 
strange * eftedt i?rfaieh svtch a braggadocio 
«ort^f name would praduee when contrastted 
'With -tiie priiniiHve and peaceful denomina- 
tiods 4>f tlie'atlieracbrldreiL, amused fakn be- 
^mid description, tie had <the 'fbrbearance^ 
iiowef9&r, to conceal his wicked msibility 
from the parents^ contenting himself Wifh 
lotming eager wishes fDr the ^eedy arrival 
<^ the -moment which was 4o decide the 
c(wtesA. 

These wishes were gnltified^ and the 
birth of a £Dorth son was Bimounced to the 
-lamify about -sitx wedks rafter the iiltroduo* 
-tiou into it of the litlle Adek. The jotjr 
'excited tbrocughout the whole household 
by the informatroti of Mrs. Mampdeii^ 
safety^ gave honourable and unequiydciaA 
testimony of the affectionate ^estimation ia 
which she was held . Aimy^ in ^spontaneous 
imiftation of those who ^had longer expeci- 
eneed ithe hkppiness df i^esiding with m 
good a mistress^ displayed the utmost anx- 
iety to Tender herself ^ns^ol^ ^eith^ as nur«ie 
to ibe infant, or as attendant upon the mo-* 
■ttier ; and by old Kuirse Brown^ liow grown 
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infirm and incapable of much exertien, she 
was considered as a very vahiable auxiliary. 
Adela^ no longer confiding in Amy alone 
for protection and kindness^ was well pleased 
that she should devote a portion of her time 
and thoughts to the service of others ; and 
unafTectedly shared in her fondness for the 
future little Hotspur. 

In the course of the first week that Mrs. 
Hampden was able to resume her station be- 
low stairs^ the christening took place ; and 
the doctor^ abating somewhat of the rigour 
of his original decree^ consented that the 
baby should receive the compound appel- 
lation of Hotspur-Benjamin ! This incon- 
gruous combination^ could not but have 
demolished the solemnity of a much graver 
philosopher than Mordington^ and almost 
caused him to roll upon the floor with ir- 
repressible laughter. On the risible facul- 
ties of Mrs. Hampden^ it operated by no 
9iean8 so ludicrously ; though^ on her ear^ 
it grated no less harshly. She internally 
formed a firm resolution never to call the 
^child by any other but his second^ and> as 
he emphatically styled it^ his really chrU- 
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tiun denomination ; and^ somewhat consoled 
by the reflection that she had^ at leasts pro- 
cured for him one name that merited to be 
so considered^ she the more patiently sub« 
mitted to the addition it was destined to 
receive. 
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TEMPTATION. 



Weeks and months now rolled awaj in 
uninterrupted serenity^ and the happy and 
deserving^ family of Dr. Hampden^ flou- 
rishing in all its. branches^ presented to 
every benevolent observer the most grati- 
fying picture of domestic concord, of pa- 
rental and filial attachment and confidence. 

• 

No mandate of recal' arrived for Mording- 
ton; his uncle. Lord Ossely, occasionally 
wrote, and punctually paid his bills : but, 
by bis silence on the subject of Algernon's 
removal to a higher school, he proved, that 
whatever had once been his intentions in fa- 
vour of the orphan boy, they were gra- 
dually superseded by encreasing solicitude 
for the interest of his own children ; and 
that, as demands upon his purse multiplied 
for ihem^ the same demands were likely to 
be yearly more unwillingly attended to for 
him. Algernon biid n^o '^^^t^oiU'dX \^\skftm- 



ibrante of anj of these if elatlons ; he hdd no 
-eorrespondeitce with tthem,; and^ except 
tvvjienrbe reflected upan his loBg estrai^- 
ment from his youthful sister^ <seldom 'be- 
stowed upon them a moment's thoaght. 

AdekJs deserted state^ — ^s her ^parents 

stiU survived — ^was jet more siogular^ and 

Tet more pitiable. Mr. Gkveland^ from 

(he beiir be bad «een7her enter the cariia^ 

^hich conveyed her to the good physician's^ 

had never written a line concerning her^ 

ferbaps never 'SuAered her to dwell two mi- 

iHites in his remembrance. When the bal£- 

year's stipend became due for her boards it 

jwaB remitted^ as in former times it bad 

ibeen to !her cottage nurse^ hy his steward.; 

•'^'^^nd Julius^ sKgfating her with equal 

leeldness^ neitber expressed any wish to be* 

bold Jter again^ Bor.ever ^oke of her to his 

(faalfHmiers^ :but as t>f a crying^ pale^faced^ 

ispiritiees little cneature^ whom i it made him 

aielftnoboly to think about^ and would 

^wearyhim to death to live with. 

^^be letter addressed to the Miss Cleve- 
ImiBia^ ^ which .bad been confided to Dr. 
jiiampden rat tbeir givaodmotber's deceas^^ 
^had fhitiiento ibeld back; ^u^\vx^, ^dos^ 
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the best time to deliver it would be^ wben 
Adela^— sbould tbat moment ever arrive,— 
was withdrawn from his protection^ and 
sent for to inhabit her father's house. These 
joung ladies, therefore, had few induce^ 
ments to remember her ; thej bad been told 
she was in respectable hands, and hoped 
that she was happy ; — further, they neither 
knew, nor were very solicitous to enquire. 

Happy, indeed, and unspeakably im- 
proved, in every respect, was the unrepining 
little exile. Called forth by encourage- 
ment, and by associating with cheerful 
beings of her own age, a gaiety frank, and 
sometimes almost wildly unrestrained, had 
taken place of the timidity and dejection 
which used to mark her voice and manners. 
Not a vestige of fear or sadness remained 
upon her face ; it sparkled with unclouded 
vivacity; was blooming, open; — expressive 
of perfect confidence in all around her, and 
of the most genuine and unalterable good- 
humour. Algernon loved her beyond de- 
scription; gratified her to the full extent 
of his power, in every wish of her merry 
little heart ; and foretold continually, that 
jshe would be the completes^ Y^eAxiA.^ 1\sa1 
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had ever existed. Mrs. Hampden exulted 
in the admirable effects produced^ as she 
asserted and believed, by her own excellent 
management ; the doctor was amused by 
the child's playful familiarity; and the 
younger members of the family all delighted 
in her, if not as the prime instigator, at 
least, as the most indefatigable partaker in 
every mirthful scheme, and in every in- 
genious frolic. 

The winter passed, and Adela was re- 
turning, one morning, accompanied by 
Amy and Ruth, from S — — , the town, 
much frequented for its sea-bathing, near 
which Dr. Hampden resided, when, just as 
the little party had entered a ferry-boat 
which was to convey them across a narrow 
creek, connected with the sea, that divided 
them from the fields adjoining to the doc- 
tor's jiouse, a lady and gentleman, rapidly 
approaching the banks, desired the water- 
man to stop and take them in. The gentle- 
roan held the bridle of a beautiful pony, 
furnished with a side-saddle ; and after his 
female companion had entered the boat^ she 
asked the two little girls, in a soft voice, 
and w^b an air of kmdTies%> Vftvetliet it 
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tvduld gw^ them any alarm to permit the 
admkision of her gentle course. They both 
pfompti J answered^ ^'None at all:" and 
the gentleman^ stepping into the boat^ 
quietly drew the pony after him. 

Adela and Ruth, encouraged by his as- 
suraaoed that theife could not :poBsibly be a 
milder-tempered animal^ ^v^eotured^ dtKuig 
the shoft passage^ repeatedly to pat and 
stroke him. Amy was rendered somewhat 
uneasy for her young chasge^ by this fami- 
liarity, and^ two or three times> ur^ed her 
toc(mieaway: — 

'' I am tu)t afraid. Amy," said th^ child; 
i' Gf andiBamma, you l^oow, hired a pony 
f0r JuHu6, and I used often to feed hiOi, 
and he nei^er did me any harm." 

^' Who is Julius/ my love ?" enquired the 
Jady. 

"My brothw, ma'am." 

•A short \Vht8pered dialogue sow passed 
Ix^tweeatbe two strangers; and tiMin, whilst 
the lady let down her veil, and suddea]^ 
seated herself, the gentlemaa said*-* 

" Will you giw me leave to ask — is your 
name Cleveland ?" 

/'Yesj Sir /'—^ And the IktlW sH V^^t^ 
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A mut;h sorpriBed, and gazed «t them both 
1 iii'ith eoquiriDg eyes, but wdtir^ot knowing 
d in what i¥oyds 4o ex{»U3ss :ber curdosity. 
i There was a general silence in tbe hoaM; 
for some ^9i^Dfi4s'; the hufyimd ^turned her 
kee'sfwky'4ttl^mi^eipwpty^ wad leaning over 
Zbe^edgte *ctf ^heXitiie vesttel^ .seemed to be 
;l )^iltir#ly*co0templarting the watra:. Her 
i\ ^fiiptiMon^ sct>i$iiffimn^3r*Tegarded.Ade]a; 
tttid^ -tft Ieng1^3 entreating Amy to hold 4lie 
tridte i<rf '^^ pony^ ^ went aad eat ^djown 
by the^fa^y^ i ttiid *joonirensed - with ^ her in a 
low ^voiee^ faring a coi^pskiierflble .period. 
Sitf^y stppesfip^ do i)e both 'speaking with 
g|f0s(t ^emrnestness. /Adt^laL Aild iluih <8ur^ 
^leyeddheni iwitfa undfifinable^ : bui-siagillar 
intevei^; ithey itboti^t (thny tomild difi4ili- 
|^iih4ow lohssproceoding.&dhn the llady:; 
Md'tbie ou»cinumf)gitotic8 <»f the gantteman^ 
-seoftied>e%pselsiiHe of ^kin^diifisfilacld comfiai^- 
«efiatieii« After ithk scarcely alidjrbrie^ilir 
logue had lasted sondle tbme, ^tbe MfKng^ 
*gibt 4jp, ouid.vdlieving /Aany ffroiD the office 
she had undertaken; heandto xAd^a-^ 

^^5r4iiEt lady a»d l;kni»w wmetbifng of 
your fatirily, ahyrikar ; twill ydu^ ;<lw»i, rpM- 
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mit me to ask you a few questions ? — 
Where is now your brother ?" 

'' With my father^ I believe^ sir, in 
London." 

'^ And whom- are you with here ?" 

'' With Dr. and' Mrs. Hampden ; I have 
been with them almost eight months : they 
live close to that clump of tall trees on the 
other side of the meadow." And she 
pointed, as she spoke, to the clump, and 
seemed to contemplate with pleasure the 
neighbourhood of her cheerful home. 

'' Are you happy at Dr. Hampden's ?" 

'' Oh, I never was so happy any where 
in my whole life ! I have five or six play- 
fellows—this is one of them," shewing 
Ruth; '^ her name is Ruth Hampden; I 
love her as if she were my sister : — and she 
has two or three brothers, very good-natured 
boys; and there is, besides^ Algernon Moc- 
dington, the hest of them all ! I wish you 
could see Algernon." 

The gentleman smiled at her frank volu- 
bility, and then said, 

" With whom did you live before you 
came to reside at Dr« Hampden's P" 
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Her voice changed, and her counteDance 

fell as she answered^ , 

'' With poor grandmamma Clevelantf;*' 

and all the vivacity previously animating 

her features was suddenly obscured. 

" Do you often," resumed the stranger^ 

^1 after a momentary pause, *' walk to S ?** 

" One or twice a-week to bathe/* 
They had now reached the shore at which 
thej were to land. Adela and Ruth skipped 
out of the boat without assistance, and then 
turned to watch the landing of the beautiful 
pony, and to obtain, if they could^ a view 
of the lady's face; but she held her hand* 
Wchief up to it, and it was also shaded by 
her veil. 

At the distance of about twenty paces 
from the bank, there was a large tree, newly 
felled, lying upon the ground; the lady 
Walked towards it, saying to Adela, in a 
faltering voice as she passed, 
" Will you sit down there a moment by me ?'* 
The gentleman addressed some observa- 
tion to Amy and Ruth, which detained 
them where they stood, and Adela alone 
followed her conductress. 
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W^h^nihey ^em^eaied, the lady^ taking 
her hand 9 and fervently ipressiog tt^ said^ 

^' 'How mvcfa I wish to speak to you 
^i€b<Mt the danger of being overheard !•— 
Are you e^er s^ered to lea^e home unat- 
tended ? Could jou meet me here to-ni^or- 
row^ ^hoQt tbrs time^ without any eompa* 
nion ? Trust me^ dearest child^ no bam: 
eball befal yon, 1 would sooner die thai 
iiYJuiie you. Oh, if you knew what i 
frassing in my heart — -if you knew he^ 
^our sight gratifies^ pains^ affects me !" — 

She stopped, overpowered by her owi 
-emdion, and Adela felt the hand whicl 
had hitherto held hers, thrown round hei 
waist, and the next moment was strained 
with passionate tenderness to the lady's 
heart. 

Peneitrated by such indications of fond- 
ness, the grateful child would have clasped 
hr arms aboiit "the 9traE^er*8 neck; bilt 
hastily rising, as if to ^repress her young 
tsompanian*^ too-unguavded sensibility, she 
raid, 

''1 feat to trust myself longer with you— 
at least, before witaessesx; but shall i/ou 
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9tikT, ftO'^vaoM0vr^ to.igjcvad me another intep- 
view? — Dearest child ! mj precious Aidela! 
-mfj min jfou meet ime ^bere again ? '' 
•'I vriH— indeed! will,-' eagerly neplisd 
J Jflwc^ittte.girl. 

^^ A^ yaa win iovhesff -t^ommunicating 
ttis d-eqftie^ to any of your friends ? You 
^linije dflent^atid puMtual ?" 

'' I will wot say a word to any body ; 
utid 1 will be here at two o'clock — the 
tmnnent I Wve doae my leesons." 

The lady spoke 'no more, but ^gaia 
pressed the child's hand, and made a sign 
to her to go back alone to the little group 
lit'fhe warter-^srde ; and the gentleman then, 
wiAing them all good morning, led the 
pony forward, and rejoined his female 
acmipanion. 

Kiifh and Amy were both most anicious 
tOf kn>ow wimt had 'been the gobject of the 
kdy's conference ; atid .Adela, unused to 
falsehood ^or »mystery, was painfully dis- 
tressed how to "answer their enquiries; at 
Jength,^he«iid, 

'' I donH think I ba^e any right 4a tell 
ydu, ^r Itbe lady begged I would «ot ; so 
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I should be Terj glad if yqu would no»t 
ask me/' 

'' Thejr no good people/' cried Amy.,jra- 
ther indignanUy. ^' Why for they say to 
you secrets ? Ah^ dear little M issy^ no make 
secrets ! Tell kind friend at home all." 

'^ Pray, Amy, don't ask me to do it ; and 
pray don't say at home, that I have any se-- 
cret. It would be very wrong if you force 
me to repeat what I have promised to coo^ 
ceal. Dear Amy, be good-natured, and 
say nothing about my conversation with 
this lady — pray, pray don't; and, my dear 
Ruth, be you silent also/' 

She pressed her request with such irre- 
sistible urgency, that they, at length, both 
gave her their word not to betray hef . 

But the speaking countenance of the in^ 
genuous little creature denoted throughout 
the day, a degree of thougbfulness, an in- 
ternal disquietude, she had neither the art 
to conceal, nor the presepce of miod to ac- 
count for plausibly when questioned. Mrs. 
Hampden believed that some serious indisr 
position was impending over her, and was 
much alarmed. Algernon was persuade(| 
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something bad vesed her^ but ^ou^t^ in 
vain, to discover what. Amy was balf 
frightened^ and every moment felt more 
and more tempted to reveal all that had 
occurred at the ferry; whenever she al- 
luded to the subject, however, Adela's im- 
ploring eyes so eloquently besought her to 
forbear, that she stopped, irresolute whe- 
ther to encrease the little girFs present un- 
easiness by speaking openly, or to trust for 
the restoration of her cheerfulness io the 
salutary effects of a night's sound sleep. 

Morning came, and Adela, still more 
agitated than on the preceding day, yet 
found it necessary, by a vigorous effort, 
to assume composure, test, as the hour of 
two drew near, her steps should be watched, 
or her departure from the house prohibited. 
Neither of these circumstances took place. 
When the lessons were over, she was suf- 
fered, with the other little girls, to go into 
the. garden, receiving only a caution not. 
to overheat herself. A feyv minutes after- 
wards, the sound of the distant clock of 

S , striking two, faintly reached her 

ear. She coloured violently, and her heart 
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beat to; such ani excels^ that, she vra^i almost 
flrtgibteBed a4::hfT own agitatioir. The cJbdK 
iren had gathered rouod a little rabhit^r 
hutehj to visit and feedl twa mUkt^whjite 
fftisoontes^ which they were pecmiitedi Uk) 
keep in a corner of the gai^dseau Ajidlai 
thought the moment favourable foi^ esea^ 
ing unseen. She softly opened the gat^^. 
near which she slpod : it led^ hyi a paih be^ 
tw«eat twa hedges^ to a. sliotpiqg^ meadow^ 
which se^Kerad tall trees^ aod tibe. ioaqiiaUtir^ 
of the ihtepveniog gi^ound;^ coneealed: fhom«; 
the houise: She traversed: it: uniinpedfed^ 
ao^ quick as lightoiog^: oneotirar: fifildn 
cvily 'divided' her from^ the^ app oioted spot. 
This: she likewise fiew across* without op^- 
position ; and arriving' brealihless. and paotf- 
ing^ at the stile which separated it'fitom: the 
ferry«-wal<k, was? lifted over- it by; the gen- 
tleman» she had ^een: the pseoeding day^ 
who appeared to have been^ waiting hejtv ar«t. 
riiral. _ i 

^^' Where," cried the eager child; aknostt 
eodiausted by her own speed, ^^ whei^ is the^ 
lady who asked me to come ?" 
: ^'Yau. will see her in- two minuta&i she »> 



expecting you vfiAh imf^ieuQn* ^jit joi}^ 
are tirecb— jfliii are huxriedr^tejti sie cawjj, 
you to hen." 

" No, no^ I cfto w^tk ; pray s#ft ipei 
down; aod tell me-^^-^hy (lidi>sbe des^ra m^i 
to come ? Who i* she ? Why. did s^e Wris)^ 
to soe nie so privfiytely ? ^' 

'^ She will tell you all tbeae- tbiags h^fr^ 
self. Be composed ^--walk gently^ audi try^ 
to recoFes bceath/' 

''. Ob> I am. so an:][&iQUs tio^ get l\aql^; 
agaifl ! If th^ miss m^ yoil> dop't^ koow^ 
bew^ uaeasy it will make ttueio.! V^AJ ietr 
u»go q^uick: poor Amy wiU be fr^twi^ 
to death!" 

The gentlemfiR, to appease heiii/hwt^lieiGt 
his steps^ and conduoting her fin? isao)^ tipie 
aloQg> the hanks of the^ stceam^^ at . l^m^^,, 
brought her to the entraacer o£ a sliady^ 
Une, where> with the. hordes h^ads turqc^ 
^m her^ Adela beheld a. chariot, standi^ 
motionless^ and a fnotmim waiting bed- 
side it; 

Amy's words^ '^ They no.gpod people!'' 
rushed into her miind; she tomed pale a«^ 
deslh^ and shrinking backr— 

^^ Qb^ mbat are^ yoil going \,o> 3^ VVC^ 
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. liie ?" she cried, in an agony. '' For merc/s 
sake dori*t take me away ! let me go back ! 
Pray, pray let me go back !" Aiid with her 
little hands clasped, and her eyt% raised in 
tearful supplication, she almost knelt to 
him for permission to depart. 

^' My dear,*' cried the stranger, con- 
cerned at her distress, '' you have nothirig 
to fear ; we would not put any yiolence 
upon you for the world. Proceed with 
all confidence; the lady who desired to 
see you, is waiting in that carriage ; it shall 
not move whilst you are in it without 
your consent; but surely you will not re- 
fuse to enter it a few minutes, that she maj 
speak to you without interruption ?" 

Re-assured by his gentleness, and half 
ashamed of her suspicions, Adela again 
suffered him to take her hand, and quietly 
to lead her forward. They soon reached 
the chariot ; the footmen held the door 
open; the steps were already let down; 
and Adela, raised into it by the stranger, 
who instantly followed, found herself clasped 
in the arms of the unknown lady, and de- 
]ug*ed with the tears that were shed over her 

fFitbout control. 8uscep\\\Ae ^avSl v4\A^\ 
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hearted^ the little girl wept also, thoiigh 
she knew not for what cause ; and during 
an interval of some continuance, the lady'^ 
deep sobs, and her own sympathising sighs^ 
were the only sounds that could be distin- 
guished. 

'' My dearest child," at length said the 
gentleman^ withdrawing her from his com- 
panion's arms, and most affectionately em- 
bracing her likewise; '' yqu asked me who 
this lady was. She is my wife ; and she is 
well acquainted with — your mother !" 

^^ My mother ? Have I a mother living ? 
Where is she ?" 

'^ At this precise moment she is in Eng- 
land : but in a very short time, her affairs 
will call her back into Scotland, where she 

• 

habitually resides. She loves you very ten- 
derly, my dear little Adela, though she has 
never had the liappiness of living with you. 
She is anxious to hear all you can com- 
municate relative to yourself, and your 
brother; and this lady and I have sought 
an interview with you, for the express pur- 
pose of obtaining intelligence for her. 
Your father, you say, and Julius, .are in 
London; — wJby are not yovi wlWx Wv^mV^ 

VOL. I. Q, 
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'' I never wasrtold.** 

'^ Do you suspect it IS beciiuse yoj^ri 
ther is regardless of your society ? Spes 
candidly/ — is he less attached to you th 
to Julius?'' 

Adela hung her head^ and the tea 
Tilled down her cheeks; but she nade i 
answer. Again the lady bitterly wept^ an 
Vrith more fondness than e?er^ eitibrac 
her. 

^' Adek/* resumed the stranger^ '^ I u 

der stand your silence. Hints of Mr. Clei 

land's negligence respecting you hate of< 

reached us ; and little is the chance^ ^as y 

advance in life^ that his regard will < 

crease. He detains you^ as you percer 

at a distance from himself and his other d 

dren ; he refuses to allow you opportuti 

of seeking to conciliate his affection ; he re 

you as an alien^ and never will you experiei 

the happiness of a cordial welcome bene; 

his roof. From your infancy^ my dear Adt 

has he thus coldly slighted you ; and throu 

life, I greatly fear, you will find 1 

equally insensible. You sigh — you th 

me cruel for setting^before you such a pi 

pect ! Hear me, my poox g«\. Xci\x >i 
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A .mother Ipviiig, io whom ymi are dearer 
tbaa the mr ^e breathes; th^t mother 
^1068 to taifce ^rou to her faetrt; tolove^ to 
{NTotect^ to he devoted to joid. CurettBi- 
fttaDces^ of no inaportaoce to you to Iloo>^, 
h^ve parted her from your father ; yet i^he 
/po86es86s affluence'^ «aiid power to heaeAt 
you to the ^utmoet extent of your wisbeg. 
She resides wHh a friend who woi^ld receii^e 
you with iQpen arms ; who .would treat you 
as a tender parent. No rival in their affec- 
tion should Tob you of any part of their ^ 
regard; you should reign without com- 
^petitor over their hearts^ their for tuQe^ 
their time^ and even their thoughts; And 
your compliance^ Adela-— you know not 
how joyful your 'CooipliaDee would make 
them!'' 

Wrkiging her hands with extremeagita- 
tion^ not wholly unmijLed with honest re* 
teatna^iitj Adela now exclaimed — 

''^'Oh, why, why do you thus tempt me 
to do what I amaure cannot be right? If 
my mother loved me as you ^ay, would she 
not have brought me up ? Should I not 
hafpe lived with her? Should I not have 
kaawa ber }, Graodmaiama. did V>\«^ 'vsfi^ 
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and till she died, I never left her. It was 
grandn^amma who asked t>r. Hampden to 
take me ; she fold me so herself : she told 
Ine to obey him ; to make myself contented 
and happy in his house ; to be grateful to 
all his family, and never to leave them, un- 
less my father sent for me. Grandmamma 
never talked to me of my mother; and in- 
deed, indeedj sir/' added the child, with 

. energy, '' I can hardly believe that I have 
one!" 

''Oh, Heaven! she speaks daggers!" 
exclaimed the lady, throwing herself back 
in the carriage, and hiding her face with 
her hands. 

"^ You are unjust and cruel to your un- 
happy mother,** resumed the gentleman in 
an accent of reproach. " She would have 
brought you up; she would have fostered 
you with the tenderest care ; but you were 
torn from her with inhuman sternness, and 
committed to a stranger to^be nursed and 
sheltered ; she was forbidden to mention 
you — to visit you — to admit you within 
your father's gates. These harsh and unna- 
tural commands, destroyed whatever affec- 

tion she might once have £At fet M^t.C\«s^- 
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land^ and — she left him ! But^ Adela^ she 
left him for t/opr sdke, and has neyer ceased 
to sigh for your presence^ to lament her in- 
voluntary estrangement^ nor to flatter her- 
self that-^ the day would still arrive^ when 
she might press to her heart a daughter 
willing to love her, and to be beloved.'* j 

Adela wept extremely as the stranger 
proceeded; she took his hand, when he 
paused, with the most touching sensibility^ 
aad said— • 

^' Where is my mother ? Oh, do not, 
do not tell me she is very far distant; 
for I cannot forsake my present home, 
nor yet can I bear, now, to live without 
seeing her!'* 

The lady, in great emotion at these 
words, clasped her hands together with ferr 
vour, and raised them to heaven as if in 
an, ecstasy of mental thankfulness. 

'^ Dear Adela ! sweet little girl !'* cried 
,the delighted stranger, *' what happiness 
this declaration will communicate to your 
poor mother ! But, my love^ she can only 
embrace you as a parent, when she is at 
liberty to detain you as her child; she can- 
not admit you as a trausiewl Vvs\\ft\^ ^^ 

g3 - I 
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cannot suffer you to know two Ifomer; you 
rtiust bo \rhoIliy and^ irrevocably hers; you* 
QHi^t: accompany her to whatever part* of' 
the kingdom she repairs^; you- Hamfr give up 
ail other dependance^ and' renounce ail other 
intercourse !^' 

Pale and trembling, Adela^ in a tone 
of the dieepest despondency, demanded why 
such painful sacrifices were exacted ? 

'' Your father, my dear,** resumed' the 
gentleman, '' though he lores you' not him- 
self, will never voluntarily accord to your 
mdther the blessing of your society. Ta 
the mercenary protection of strangers, he 
\wulcl*— nay, w6 see he does yield you up 
without the slightest reluctance; bii<f He- 
her whom nature appointed fof y^ur guar- 
dian, so inreterafte i» bis resientment, tbiat 
no power on (^arth would itiduce him to- 
resign you ! If, therefore, you really are 
inftuenced by the affectionate feelings of a 
daughter ; if y«u can^ really desire to be to 
your mother » pve^r a consolation, the 
charm' of her existence, you norust attend 
her to a fenrote abode, and submit to every 
precaution whieb may conceal your place 
of residence from your fat\iei, aiv4— ^q\ ^ 



tpaxe — froip ^11. the rest of the. w^rli) !— 
Have y.ou, t}ie- courage^ Ajdel^ to emhi^rji; 
IB sHch a?, en^^rf^izt^p. Weigh well^ your 
a)Bi$;WC|r;; reflect i/tflia it is you a^e ajioutta 
JSjeaouoc^ ajpd gr^.vi9^ or to gratify ai)d 
bles^ !" / 

Ad:ela ga,i^pedi foe breath ;-r-^ coldr^tr^e- 
mour shook her \^hole frame; she wap 
^yfed l)j t3)e solemnity, of this ipj wa^tion ; 
^hq aQl^nfO^wledged her f|otfa)3r's right to hef 
4iitj^ mi J|er Ipve :-^yet, <^ te»r herself 
ff^ip every o<|^r tie; to CoriSak^ the 4eat 
tiPO}^ sh|e, ijow ij^hi^bited ; t^ giii^ up for 
ever Mrs. Hampden^ h^r chij^r^ijb Alger^ 

DOQ Mordipgtoi^— perh%M». t9P^ l^W ^ved 
Amy! It was moi*e t^^ ah^ had fortitudi^ 
t^ bear J eveo ip, ii^ ^gio^tip^^ ;-~-aii,4 vfMly 
ei^clftiwpg-^'' Oh, tb^it \ G0ul4 b^t tell 
what I ou^ht tp dor—wh^t \ fo^, dq T she 
burst into a passion of t^V^^. ^nd sob\Vp4 
with a, convulsive Yiol^nce> t^s^t g^ve the 
S90st seifipus alarm to her two companibnai. 
Th?y touched the spring pf pne of the g^eep: 
blin^Sj aii4 let down a ai^ gl^s tQ S^^^ 
her air. At that moment, an anxio,i|s an4 
agitated voice was heard ^t tbe dpof of the 
carriage^ saying—-- 
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''Adela — ^Adela ! Are you there? Speak 
to me, if you are ! — Pray, pray speak !'* 

''Oh, 'tis AlgeTnon ! dear Algernon T 
cried she ; and, resisting all opposition, she 
eagerly sprung to the window, adding — ''I 
am here ! — How did you find me ? Who 
sent you ? — Ob, I am ^o happy to see 
you !" 

''The whole house," answered he, *'is 
in search of you ! Dr. Hampden is himself 
amongst the pursuers. Dear Adela, pray 
come home ! How could you put us into 
such a fright ? What could induce you io 
enter this carriage ?" 

"She is in this carriage, young gentle- 
man,*' cried the stranger, gravely and 
coldly addressing Mordington, v" with per- 
sons well acquainted with some of the mem^ 
hers of her family ; she is in perfectly safe 
hands, be assured." 

" I cannot doubt that," replied the un- 
daunted boy, " when I see her in the pro- 
tection of Sir Frederic and Lady Rosalvan : 
but her friends at home are under great 
anxiety/* 

" Have you been questioning our ser- 
rantsj sir ?" hastily interrupted t\\e ^ewtk- 
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man. ^' Bj what means do jou know 

us?" 

"I have seen your carriage^ sir, at S , 

aodthere^ also, I heard your name. But 
will you, now, permit Miss Cleveland's re- 
turn to Dr. Hampden's ? They are all in 
the utmost consternation and terror." 

Sir Frederic, evidently extremely dis- 
concerted, said a few words in a lov^ voice 
to his lady, ^ who, only in sighs and plain- 
tive murmurs, answered him: and then, 
making an effort to speak calmly, he ordered 
the footman to open the door ; gently dis- 
engaged Adela from the arms of his wife, 
which had again encircled her ; kissed her 
himself with great kindness, and told her 
she was at liberty to depart. Adela lingered, 
and regarded them both as if unwilling to 
forsake them : Mordington, however, im- 
patiently seizing her band, drew her from 
the carriage ; bowed to Sir Frederic ; aqd 
glowing with joy at his success, hastened 
with her to quit the lane, and never spoke, 
or abated his speed, till they had passed 
the stile leading from the ferry to the mea- 
dow where Sir Frederic had met - her. 

G 5 
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Then^ slackening his pace^ he said^ ^s 
they proceeded^ arm in arm^ towards the 
house,— 

" My dear, imprudent little Adela^ bow 
came you to put jourself into those people's 
hands ? What was their design ? To what 
motive did they attribute their secret and 
suspicious proceedings ? Were they tam- 
pering with you to decoy you away ? And 
would you — dear Adck-— would you hare 
gone vtrith them ?*' 

''1 yesterday thought myself bound/' 
replied she, ''to answer no enquiries. It 
made me very unhappy, Algernon, to for- 
bear telling yoo every thing, when you so 
kindly asked me why I was so silent and so 
grave : but I had promised not to speak ; 
and'Iamsure, as that was the case, you 
would have thought very ill of me if I 
had Spoken. To-day, I knnw no reason 
why I should not explain to you all that 
has passed/* 

She then gave him an unresefted de- 
tail of the whole afikir ; and when slie 
paused — «>^, 

" What a trial, and tvhat an escape yw 
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have bad/' cried he, breathless^ almost^ 
from the earnestness of attention \i^ith which 
be had listened tp her ! ^' My dear Adela^^ 
be assured that^ at no moment of your life> 
you ever were Jn greater danger ! Had I 
but delayed my arrival at the carriage door 
five minutes later^ you probably would 
have given your reluctant consent to their 
villainous project — the horses would have 
moved forward — and we should completely 
have lost all traces of you ! How I hate 
and despise their abominably secret and art- 
ful proceedings !^ Why not^ in their own 
nanae^ boldly apply to Dr. Hampden for 
permission to take you on a short visit to 
your mother ? Why seek to entrap you 
away from all your friends ? To set you 
wicl^edly against your father — against the 
parent who provides f^r you^ and has alone 
acknowledged you ? If your mother is so 
earnest to see you^ why has she waited 
above ejght years to declare it ? At all 
events^ why employ people to steal you 
away^ at th« risk of exposing Dr. Hamp- 
den to the blame of having neglected his 
dbaFg€ ?<; — Indeed^ indeed^ Adela^ this Sir 

g6 
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Frederic is so ill-disposed a maD> and hi^ 
made me so indignant^ that I am heartily 
sorry I have it not in my power to punish 
him as he deserves !" 

Though unv^iUing to confess it, Adela 
experienced a considerable degree of un- 
easiness in hearing Sir Frederic spoken of 
with such severity. She remembered the 
kindness of his expressions^ and the be- 
nignity of his countenance; she still, in 
fancy, felt herself strained to the lady's bo- 
som, and bathed with her tears ; and all 
these recollections gave to them both an in- 
terest in her imagination which rendered 
it painful to her to listen to their con- 
demhation. 

''When," cried she, seeking to divert 
Algernon's thoughts to other subjects, 
''when did you liear of. my absence, and 
what lucky guess sent you to look for me 
hear the Ferry ?*' 

He reminded her, that on the preceding 
day, when her visible perturbation had so 
much struck him, he had enquired of Amy 
how she had passed the morning, and who 
she had seen. The nurse told .him^ she had 
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bieen at S — r- to batbe^ and, on her way 
home, had 'encountered two strangers, whose 
figure she described, though restricted by 
her promise to her young mistress, she had 
forborn to speak of the lady's mysterious 
conversation with her. Mordington had 

several times, upon the beach at S ^ 

seen two persons exactly answering to the 

description of these strangers. He bad, by 

accident, heard several people, — tradesmen 

in the town, — wondering at their resorting 

to the sea-side so early in the season ; and 

one observer, more critical than the rest, 

had remarked, that it was very odd they 

should drive about in a carriage without 

arms^ and, on their first arrival call them- 

selves Mr. and Mrs. Rosalvan, though^ 

from the direction on the letters left for 

them at^the post-office, it was discovered 

the gentleman was a baronet ! 

'' I'd lay any wager," added the saga- 
cious shop-keeper, commenting upon this 
circumstance, '^ they are here after some 
sly trick, though it be past my finding out 
of what nature. People neither take up 
false titles, nor drop their real ones, with- 
out J5>t//nepoJi tic reason, Bes\^t^> Wv^^Vi^ 
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deuced deep, and keep so aloof from every 
bodj^ and seem so full of thought and 
caution^ and are so solemn and sparing of 
their words, that, my life for it, we shall 
soon hear of s6me queer prank they either 
have played, or meah to play !" 

^'The charitable conclusions of this face* 
tioiis personage/* continued Algernon, ^'at 
the time I heard them, only made me 
laugh : but\Yhen I saw you look so unlike 
youirself, and was told by Amy that you 
had met this Sir Frederic and his lady, I 
began to wonder whether any thing they 
had said to you, was the cause of your dis«> 
turbance. To-day, our schoolmaster being 
sent for suddenly to visit a sick relation, 
dismissed us all two or three hours earlier 
than usual. The first intelligence we heard 
on arriving at home, was, that you were 
missing. The hue-and-cry and the^larm 
was general. I remembered the ideas which 
had h&unted me about Sir Frederic, and I 
also remembered, that he was said, with 
Lady Rosalvan, to saunter almost daily ia 
the direction of the Ferry-walk. Fear, and 
suf^icion of I knew not what, gave me 
wings. I flew^ rattiet iVi».T\ \w^, \\W I 
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reai^hed the water side : you were not there : 
but I perceived^ a few paces from the stile^ 
a ribbon Ijing on the ground^ wbich^ it 
struck me^ I bad seen jou wear in your 
hat. I was then convinced that you had 
been there ; and continued my search^ till 
yeu know how we met/* 

They were, now^ arrived within sight of 
the garden-gate through which Adela had 
so adventurously effected her escape. Amy> ^ 
in greater tribulation than it is in the power 
of words to describe^ was the first to espy 
them. Frantic with joy, a scream burst 
from her that was heard all over the pre^ 
mises, and rushing impetuously forw4rd^ 
she seieed Adela in her affectionate arms ; 
kissed her with rapturous fondness ; — ^^wept, 
lipkttghed, and cobbed by turns ;— and then^ 
as if suddenly recollecting hers^lC she 
poured tipon the little girl such a torrent 
of reproaches; b6 vehemently, and even 
angrily scolded her for the fright she had 
INrcasioned them, that Mordinglfin, who 
saw Adela'6 eyes fill with tears, and knew 
how easily, after «o much agitation, her 
spirits might be overpowered, interfered in 
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her behalf, and besought Amy to let them 
proceed quietly to the house. 

The outcries of the nurse, had, however,^ 
by this time^ brought the whole family into 
the garden, and the re-appearance of the 
little truant was hailed with the most joy- 
ful acclamations. Algernon kindly under- 
took, when they were all somewhat tran- 
quillized^ to answer, in general terms^ the 
multitude of questions which poor Adela's 
transient flight called forth. But, to Dr. 
and Mrs. Hampden, as soon as he had an 
opportunity of speaking to them in private^ 
he gave a circumstantial account of every 
thing be knew. 

The thanks and warmest approbation of 
the good couple for the active part he had 
performed^ followed this recital. They 
perfectly agreed with . him, that Sir l^'re- 
deric Rosalvan, whatever might be bis mo- 
tives, /had forpied a deliberate design to 
carry off the too-confiding Adela. Dr. 
Hampden, though generally amongst the 
first to be informed of the arrival of stran- 
gers at S 7-, had never heard this gentler- 
man's name; he kne^v not bow long he had 
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en in their vicinity, nor on what pretence 
came : but these were enquiries he jiro- 
ised his wife imndediately to set on foot ; 
d meanwhile, it was determined, that the 
lild should, henceforward, be strictly 
larded, and on no, consideration whatever^ 
lowed to go alone beyond the precincts of 
e garden. 
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EIVCIDATION. 



Whilst^ yfith countenances and minds 
restored to composuVe after the alarm of 
the mornings the family of Dr. Hampden, 
yariouslj occupied, sat in the evening round 
the great parlour table^ Amj^ suddenly 
opening the door^ called out, 

^' Little Missy ! little Missy ! come, seO: 
what is here ! ft no quite dark ; — come^ 
come, see !" 

Adela, and the other children with her, 
started up at the summons, and, guided b; 
Amy, ran to the front gate ; where, bright, 
and steek, and , graceful, and docile, they 
beheld the beautiful pony of the ferry- 
boat. A lad, one of the helpers in Sir Fre- 
deric's stable, held the bridle; and, on 
i>eing interrogated by half a dozen voices 
at once, said, 

'^^ I have a letter Vu m^ ^oOMi\.» ^Vvlch I 
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I to stay whilst the doctor reads; and I 
ve orders to leave the pony here for one 
5» Gtewland/' 

'* Fbp me ?" cried Ad^la. '' Is it pos^ 
>le ? How kind^ bow very kind they are r 
Th^ chilAp^n^ wvtainted with envy^ con- 
vtulftted hep on an acquisition* sidelight- 
1 ; and' gaiberiog rounds and admiring 
i)i caressifig* the passi've animal^ thought 
4 of Hie letter^ till Amy called them in to 
tar it read^ 

But to T^ikd it pubKcly^ after casting his^ 
«s o¥er its contents^ was the last thing 
4r. Hbmpden* meditiated : he simply told 
dela^ that the pi>etty hor»e was indeed 
eant as a present fbr her ; that jSir Fre- 
ific and Lady Rosalvan> proposed kaving 

the next niorfiing ; and that he was 

w going to write to them a.short note, 
which he should insert her respects and 
fateful thanks. 

^"^ Oh, let Hie write to them myself/* 
ied she. '' Let rae ask them where they 
e goings and whether I shall ever hear 
om them or see them again. You don't 
sow how mHeb I could have loved them* 
fd I kooifntbem longer T 
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Dr. Hampden looked at her >vith mois- 
teuecl ejes^ and said^ 

'MMj good little girl, you shall write to 
tbem^ and I am glad that your own grate- 
ful heart suggested the idea."* 

This permission enchanted her : she was 
furnished with a sheet of paper detached 
from that on which the doctor meant to 
write ; Algernon ruled some lines for her ; 
and in unformed characters^ but with 
simple sincerity^ she composed her Kttle 
epistle^ (the first she had ever penned,) 
and proudly saw it inclosed within her 
guardian's^ to be ^dispatched by the messen- 
ger who had brought the pony. 

The letter from Sir Frederic, which had ; 
been so scrupulously withheld from public I 
inspection, was written in these terms : 

'' Sir, 
'' You have probably, ere this, obtained 
information from your youthful inmate^ 
Miss Cleveland, of the tendency of the con- 
ference I held with her this morning, and 
may conceive yourself, as her guardian, en- 
titled to resent so clandestine an attempt io 
allure her from youi iptoV.ec\\ow\ \i\iV.\si%ll 
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that I meditated^ I as much consulted what 
was due to your character^ as what I judged 
would be most conducive to the accom- 
plishment of my own purpose. Of the 
truth of this assertion^ you will be most in- 
cootrovertibly assured^ when you. learn the 
nature of the motives by which I was influ* 
enced. 

" In consequence of the discovery made 
by young Mordington of my name/ and of 
the full conviction you must entertain of 
my designs^ the hopes of quiet success 
vphich I had allowed myself to entertain^ 
are completely overthrown. I therefore 
quit this place to-morrow, deeply con- 
cerned at my failure^ yet willing to give 
fou, before I depart, the satisfaction of 
being able to account for the mystery of 
my conduct. 

'^ The lady who is now my wife, and 
^ho accompanied me on both occasions 
vhen I had the pleasure of seeing Adela 
!!!Ieveland, was once named Cleveland her- 
elf; to be explicit, she is Adela's mother. 
!)ur residence, for some years, 1ms been in 
me of the western counties of Scotland, 
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where -Ac pirofoimd retkement to whioh it ^ 
^^as at once an act of choice uod of wisdom ^ 
to4le¥ote ouraelvea^ eii^cluded not^ however^ ^ 
frem the memorj of Lady Rosalvao^ the 
children -of her first unhappy marriage. 
The. probable fate of the little ^irl^ in par- i 
titular^ she reflected upon with the acutest 
anxiety. She had too much reason to fear 
4bat the helpless : innocent would newr be i 
eonsideced by its father ^but as Aan oi^ecti^ « 
ittern and implacable antipathy* Her heart | 
nourished these terrors till ihey became so if 
insipppertable, tbat^ (slighting inferior eyils « 
•-^tiie risk of repreach aod insult^ jshe ^ 
formed the desperate resolution of appljring ;^ 
to Mr. Clereland^ 4;h rough ;the inter Tention I 
of afriend^ for the surrender of bis 4augh« |^ 
ter to her guardianship. The r^uest was In 
refused with contumely and bitterness : it 
probably merely teaded to conrfirm bit 
f'^groundless suspicions of the paternal iote* 
rest in the child which he ihas ever been 
too prone to ascribe to me; and resentment 
against Lady ilosal van conspired' with fltill 
fiercer aaimoi^ity against any^^elf^ to detfr- 
mne bwi on withbolding a boon;, whose 
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mly value in his ey«s Sir^s the ^ower its de^ 
tentton ^ve him of c^posttig our wishes, 
ind disapfioidtiiig our liopes. 

'^ How hard^ bow almost impracttc^ble'l 
found it^ whilst Ad^la was eonfided to thfe 
tnercj of a hired nurse^ to reconcile mywife 
to the fieces^ity of living without 'her^ I 
should in yain attempt to desidribe. Since 
the birth of that child^ she has ne^er been 
^parent ; and ceaseless has been her i^gr^t 
liod anguish at a separation whkh has 
%eem^ to rob existent^ of every ^charm^ 
^tid ^u ally to deprive ker of the wish and 
^f the power to 'find alletiation in afiy other 
^ttaehment. 

'' We had bdth erred. Dr. Hampden; »I 

dfsptite not, therefore, the justice whkh 

'^etitencefd us to meet the puntsfament of our 

^ailty in its unavoidable consequences. 

Lady Rosal van, rendered tAiserable by the 

renunciation of her child to Whidh dhe was 

condemned, rendered me miserable by the 

sight of her unappeasable serrc^. Our ' 

mutual attadhment, though not e^rtin- 

gtii^hed, lay dormaut : we lived withotlkt 

Mn^denee, yet we lived in seclusion; no- 

thmg gave her joy ; «jh^ pw^lvcJ^i^j^^fc^ ^va. 
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none of my feelings; but fearing to speak 
her grieC though unable to disguise it, she 
taught oie to be fearful of remonstrating, 
lest remonstrance should be interpreted into 
reproach. What an existence> in the prime 
of life^ for two beings detached from all 
other society^ yet each insufficient to consti- 
tute the happiness of the other ! 

'' A few years^ a very few years, spent in 
the endurance of such hopeless constraint 
and wretchedness, have anticipated, upon 
the constitution and energy of both, the 
effects af time, and brought upon us all the 
languor and depression of premature old 
age. Had I children. Dr. Hampden, in 
exhorting them to withstand the influ^ice 
of their passions, I would set before them 
the sad experience of my own life, and leave 
it to themselves to point the moral. Yet 
who amongst us ever benefited by the ex* 
perience of another ? 

'^ But it was some consolation to us at 
length to hear that the venerable Mrs. 
Cleveland had claimed the privilege of be* 
friending the little outcast, and of rea'ring 
her uader her own eye. My^ wife now re- 
sigaed herself to fhe dept\\^t\ou W\\ m«^ 
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fortitade^ and a ray of something resem- 
bling cheerfulness enlivened our solitary 

abode. 

''The death of Adela*s protectress^ how-^' 
ever^ too speedily renewed all Lady Rosal* 
Yan*s inquietude^ and redoubled all her dis- 
tress. She was really ill through excess of 
perturbation ; and the suspense in which 
we were long held fs to Mr. Cleveland's 
plans for the child's future destination^ ag- 
gravated her sufferings. We learnt^ in 
process of time^ that the poor babe was 
committed to your ciire : but of your cha- 
racter^ your probable conduct towards herj, 
jour family^ and habits of life^ we remained 
wholly ignorant. It was now qiid-winter^ aiHJl 
my hapless partner was in the drooping state 
of a confirmed invalid . Yet she implored me 
incessantly to take her to England ; to con- 
duct her to the spot inhabited by her child ; 
to enable her^ from personal observation^ 
to ascertain that she met with conscientious 
and indulgent treatment. 

'' To deny^ unconditionally/ such urgent 
supplications^ was not in my nature. I 
soothed, her with solemn assurances of cora- 
pYiance with her wisbea t\ie \a<cMSk«cX. V^ei -- 

VOL. I. H 1 
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emvt healtb, and thtr rctun» of iprmg 
aheiild render tbe jottrnej prtcticaUe. Sie 
struggled against debility to preser«ie» M 
ratlier^ to attaiki the povfet^ of profiting bj - 
my aeqnioMSence in her plan. Tbe wintet 
aloiwly* and benrtty wx>re a way > ; and abont 
a fartn^bt Msoe, we arrived at Uns place. 

^' Uncertain wfaether yoa might not bavq 
received iojuaetions from Mr. Cleveland to 
deny.Adela to. her mother's sights we dared 
Tentlure no open applicatioir to you for per-» 
mmion to bebqld her. From some -of the 
paopleai S i" " i ^ we teamt that^ yonr own 
children^ andv frequently a lit<ie ward who . 
tended with yasa^ Tesorted^ for the purpose. 
of bathing, to the sea-side every third or 
ibuJrth day. My wife was too weak fof 
long pedestrian excursions^ and a oMrriage 
waa no yehicte in which to linger abont 
yo«Mr /vicinity imsemarfced. I puf chased lor 
her. a. safe and easy-paced pony, and we 
spent many hours of every fair day in un* 
successful endeavours to oncounter the ob- 
ject of our purauit. I atoeady meditated 
the .deiiign I was so tear putting into eneco* 
lion^ of engaging. her to coneent^ could we 
jneet mtJb.her in private, W M^fKo^^^x^^ 



zarding; fAd- ^emf^ f^teWi^t ^ (*|l^^ 

igtftfliiQited wtfe. it e^lJd fee ip^rkmj 
jap4»ie, it by eoqd\^(9i^ it wi<fci^i^Wii^. 

Aft jroftt iietHh^r kii#^ th^ w»fw wr^ 4^*1*^ 
|ti«n> ^f iff p«r|^atv»tQfSv Tbe f«rt%ef^ ^i 
^06, v^mAj I ftfittefe4 mjf aljf y^u n»iglKt 
KW ¥%Y« Jie?,f45 *t lei^sfe nevfr b[A?a 
«ird witb i#y in^^HNti^Orths^t it hielopge^ 
^^ ^^8iblm4 0^ Adela's fw>t|ier : yet, <o 

«ft atfcuii|8to«€f9> Wf 4r^Wtfd CHir ti^^e, 
d i^> ^eri^u|0\i»ly: iluinn^. e^ery chs^oce 

\iSP^\g[ seugbt c^ppprtunUif 9?9f behoWipff 
pr^iti)e ^af'ge. 

Wfdipgtiin pr4>vfd to u;^ that wi4)b all a^^ 
Ifti^p, \^ bjad ffL^lfd in ^seapin^ 4$teqt^B« 
y«fe qf Mr. Cleveland's in^incikjle rfilijc- 
«Ms ^ yieki itp to qs^ bif Wthqrity oyer 
3 ebi^ ; wd s»ti«$€)d ^bf^* if ipformed 
3: V^asi 4ii oi|r bf^pdsbi be irofU.14 rath^ tear 

H 2 
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have abandoned the undertakings and are, 
as I hate told you^ about to depart. 

'* Lady Rosalvan^ as you will easily be- 
lieve/ is deeply grieved thus again^ and for 
so indefinite a period^ to be forced to lose 
sight of her daughter : but it will be a con^^ 
solation to her to recollect the child's spon- 
taneous assurances to us of her present hap* 
piness. Her bright and smiling aspect con** 
firms the assertion « Accept^ sir^ and deign 
to present to your excellent partner^ the 
fervent thanks of a grateful mother for the 
kindness you have united io shew tp the 
child she is herself forbidden to cherish! 
— Would you add to that mother's obliga^ 
tions one other inestimable proof of bene- 
volence^ let it be this : encourage Adela to 
address to Lady Rosalvan (not^ perhaps^ as 
her parent^ but as her parent's friend) an 
occasional letter. I insert our direction ; 
well assured^ that if you take into conside- 
ration the unspeakable gratification your 
compliance will affbrd my poor wife^ it will 
not be in your power to deny her request. 

•^'/We entreat you to permit your little 

vrstrd to make her. first essay as a rider on 

the horse which haa w olte\i> ^sl\to ^^^^^^ 
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her mother : and if you would also 
%\\ow jour own efaidren sometimes to mount 
it. oqr satisfaction would be encreased. 

" I have the honour to be, with every 
good wish, and every guteful sentiment, 
'* Sir, your obliged and 

'^ obedient humble servant, 
*' Frederic Rosalvan."' 

Dr. Hampden discerned in this letter so 
many indications of a feeling heart; an 
evenness of character so unperVerted and so 
manly ; and a regret for past errors so 
earnest and so true^ that, warmly interested 
in favour of its hitherto unknown writer, 
he suffered his pen, in answering it, to be 
guided by the genuine kindness of his na- 
ture ; and dispatched a few lines compound- 
ed of such cordiality and respect, as failed 
not equally to impart to Sir Frederic and 
his apprehensive lady, the most re-assuring 
and consolatory sensations. 

Meanwhile, Adela, happy in her new ac- 
quisition, and happy to participate in its 
advantages with her youthful companions, 
soon learnt to become the most fearless and 
expert rider in the family. She often bitterly 

regrettedj ths^t Algernon poss^^e^ \x<A. %, 

«3 
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i;irhich tjb havfe catitered ityht» iitte; «MAi 
perhaps^ of all tht ifidti1gieci<^^ tiHIt'dMilfl 
bavebeen accordrti -Mch, ticHie, 1h hw esti- 
matioo, t^^otild hate be<;tt 6f htg*laf'irjrttte; 
but indulgences did ndt ^teth to ^'precisely 
what his iroble utitte was '^fft^Iihed to bestow 
upon him ; and Adda bad beea a whole 
(weUemotttih at Dr. Hampden^ fere the 
•Ugbtesrt chan^ was tnttde in the pro* 
oiisiiig boy'ti frugal wstode 6f lechteattmi. 
His iitt}e friend's advantage&^ on the oMt- 
trary^ uppeened to be hourly eficreasiiig. 
Sir Frederl«c fic^al vaii> now^ in regular €or* 
rcfspMdence with Dr« H«)»ipdcsn^ flketched 
out a plan for the cultivstkm of h^r iniad, 
wfaicih he beMUght k^ gimrdian to tee 
fttriictlj executed. ManAem <if various dfe** 
terjptiofts^ the best Whicfa^ at «k) gireat ^ di»* 
tenee from the metropolis) could l>e obtaiti* 
ed^ were engaged with scarcely Jtny regard 
to the expense their attendance occasioned. 
'' I am rich/* the secluded Baronet 
wrote^ ^' ttiid my temptatii^ns to dissipale 
irtdotiey ar^ n{)W circumftcribed Witbiti the 
ffirjrow^rt ii^% Adek^ it can MGr\?t;r iie^ 
doubted, h^ siie uoi \»ttk ^«%t\N^ uf the 



g;imntmges* of th^ itartien m ^Iikh «he v«9 
tora^ hj tlire e wnto wkicb wMMediatefy mic* 
wedieA kur early eselufeion from the pater- 
nal roof;, would haye received at liibeval an 
educaiioii m Imt faittier is now bestowing 
wpem tbe two daughters of his first mar<^ 
rsagie^ / Maibe oamoe of tlve obscurity to 
wiittb^be is condenaed^ amd of every pri- 
vation she is dooaied to ^nffer. It is.tlvere* 
fore^ on my |yart^ no more ttita an net of 
jwstioe to nftteinprt making bar some com- 
peflMtiim for tbe oieans of improvemeiit sbe 
has kist. At tbis moaitdt ^he feels not^ sbe 
iiiinks not <af tbe bardsbip 'of 4ier destiny ; 
but sboutd tbe time "ev^er come when Mr. 
Cleveland shall call her to bold her proper 
rank in society^ bow deeply mortifying to 
her would it be^ to find herself defective in 
any of the accomplishments^ personal or in- 
tellectual^ which education might have 
bestowed ! Lady Rosalvan, on this subject, 
is yet more anxious than myself. Her 
daughter's only chance^ sheavers^ of recom- 
mending herself to Mr. Clevelaad's favour, 
will be through the influence of brilliant 
talents, and superior grace and beauty : he 
is the slav^ of these extet\ot^e\\^v^\svfcvi2^\ 

U 4: 
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and^ let her possess what merit she may^ 
unaided by such attractions^ he will ever 
hold her in as slight estimation^ as he does 
at this moment. 

In consequence of representations so 
forcible. Dr. Hampden felt himself bound 
to conform with scrupulous exactness to Sir 
Frederic's liberal instructions. His wifey 
though it was not without disgust she wit- 
nessed the prodigality with which so iqUcb 
money was lavished upon superfluous in- 
structors, observed a determined neutrality 
and silence ; only blessing heaven, that her 
daughters were not condemned to the 
dri/dgery of toiling for such vain and frivo- 
lous attainments. 
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CHAP. IX. 



ADOPTION. 

Thus affairs proceeded in the traDquil 
abode o£ the benefoleiit physician^ and 
Mordington was suffered to enter his four- 
teenth year without experiencing the slight- 
est change in his situation. The youth 
himself felt little disturbance at this neglect ; 
yet^ when discussing with William and 
Reuben Hampden^ the professions to which 
they were to be brought up^ he had some- 
times been heard to say— - 

^^ Your father tells me^ I am intendeid 
for the army : but I rather think he mis- 
takes the mgtter^ and that I am destined to 
the honour of becoming principal usher to 
our good old schoolmaster ! I am sure^ if 
they keep me much longer poring over Latin 
and Greek under his tuition^ I shall be 
much better qualified for that office^ than 
for beating — -according to rule, at least-— 
the enemies, of my country > b^ 1\vk^ w^^ 

h5 
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such raw and untrained recruits. AH I 
shall understand^ will be how to beat little 
stupid bojs, too las^y to learn their Acci- 
dence without a dailj flogging : and 1 give 
you my word/* added he, '' if that should 
ever become mytrtifle, I^ill, for the benefit 
of learning, and for old acquaintance-sake, 
flog your youngest brothers, and your ^Oifs* 
sons, gratis, to the third and fourth gene- 
ration!*' 

" Thank you for the friendly promise,*' 
tried William; **^ and, in return, I, who 
am to be an illustrious knight of the pestle 
and mortar, engage to furnish you, and all 
your progeny, with the choicest drugs in 
my shop, upon the same terms." 

Fairly offered,^' resumed Mordington— 

Now, then, Reuben, tell us what t/ou 
will do for us and our future generation? 
William and I, you find, have Entered into 
a compact to take care of the minds and 
l^odies of our respective descendents : you 
must have the charge of their souls ; there 
is nothing else left for you. So, ckterminc 
upon 1)ecoming a parson, and we will acdmit 
you a membi^r of our confederacy.*' — 

'' jDo^ my dear TRev\\^tir xt\K\\\\«ifc Jix- 



t€ 
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ikhy hh iBecood sigter^ '^ and let me ]i?e 
vfith jon^ and keep your house. I should 
like tetter than anj thing in the worlds to 
have the tnanagemeat of a nice snug par- 
wmage.'/ 

''And let me, Algernon/' cried Adela^ 
archly^ '' have the charge of all the little 
dunces you oMty flog too hard ! I will nurse 
them^ and comfort tfaem^.till they get weUj 
and become fit for a fresh trimming ! — Poor 
souls ! I dare say they will often want my 
care!' 

'^ You shall have the sole superinten- 
deacy of them/' aiswered Mordir^toOj 
laughing; — '* from this moment I dub you 
directr^ess and overseer of the ward for fla- 
gellated dolts r' 

'' I wish/' said Dr. Hampden; wbo^ a 
little before had entered the room^ '' it may 
notyrove the vmrd for incurables \*\ 

'' Why, my dear sir/' cried Adela^ in a 
tone of remonstrance, '^ do you imagine 
Algernon will be wicked enough to scourge 
tfaetn «o unoiercifully^ that they will never 
lecov^er ? 

'' He will hardly, I should think, my 
(dear AdieJa^ proceed to such de&^ecal^ 4Q.iLr 

H 6 
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tremities ; but (he infirmity of dolt^ieadism , 
is in itself maladj sufficient^ and seldom ad^ 
mits a cure !" 

A very few weeks after this conversation, 
a total and most extraordinary revolutiOD 
in Algernon's affairs unexpectedly occurred. 
Of the two sons on whom Lord Ossely r6-> 
lied for the support and preservation of his 
family greatness, one was suddenly carried 
off by a raging fever, caught at schdol ; and 
the other, always of a sickly habit, was left 
by the same disease, in so deplorable a state 
of bodily infirmity, and mental weakness, 
that there seemed scarcely a probability he ' 
could be reared to manhood ; or, being 
reared, that he should ever possess the full 
use of his reasoning faculties. The blow 
was severe, no doubt ; yet it fell upon one 
whom Dr. Hampden, with all his pbilan-* 
thropy, could with difficulty prevail upon 
himself to commiserate as be ought. Lord 
Ossely 's utter personal neglect of his un- 
offending nephew ; the manifitet disposition 
he had betrayed to complete his education 
upon the most contracted system^ and the 
suspected design of condemning him, here- 
after, to penurious obs^utit^, vitt^ ^^ftoces 



TRAITS OF NATURE. 157 

to tlie doctor^s sense of justice^ which no 
eoinpelled acts of tardj r^ribution could 
induce him to pardon. It was soon disco- 
veredi however/ that on the entire loss of 
one son^ and the apprehended incapacity of 
^the other^ Algernon's uncle felt disposed to 
eentre in him all his ambitious views^ and 
all his proud hopes of perpetuating the ho- 
nours of his line. In addition tQ the dis- 
ttoetioDs already securely in his possession^ 
be looked forward^ in a very few years^ to 
the attainment of an earldom^ Avhich, on the 
deaths without male posterity/ of a distant 
relation, would devolve to him and his suc- 
cessors. To enjoy this long-coveted ac- 
cession in rank merely during his own life, . 
and then, through failure of heirs male, to 
know that it milst pass into another family, 
or rest amongst the dormant peerages, was 
such misery to Lord Ossely, as none but 
men of his character can pity or imagine. 
Whilst Algernon survived, the dreaded ca- 
tadti'ophe was not to be feared ; and from 
the momedt the remembrance of that youth, 
vigorous in constitution, and bright in in- 
tellects, occurred to the Viscount, connected 
wiib ibe idea^ that to \i\m ttic^e; ^\^>5Cve^ 
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would cle^cend^ the sorrows of his paternal 
heart were mitigated; the feebleness^ p«r- 
sonal and mental of lits surTiving soa was 
reflected upon with diminished s^ony ; and 
the nephew, never seen for eight years, nor 
tboug'ht of, till now, for eiglit successive 
minutes, became the dearest object of his 
generous solicitude ! 

It can scarcely be necesssary is state widi 
what mingled joy at his brightening pros* 
pects, and grief at his consequent reed, 
the family at Dr. Hampden's learnt these 
rapid and unforeseen changes i« the a/fairs 
of their fondly-loved, and long*estabIisfaed 
inmate, l^e directions from bis uncle for 
his immediate removal, were almost iode-* 
ccntly precipitate ; every idea of devotiog 
him to a military career was abandoned; 
he was directly placed at Eton School ; 
furnished with ample supplies of pocket- 
money ; received, during his vacations, with 
open arms at his uncle's towB residence, or 
at -MordingtOQ 'Castle ; and, in sliort> 
thrown into as fair a wity of beioj^ cor- 
r'upted by sudden prosperity as ev«r ooi^ 
mated and inexperienced youtih was placed 
iij. But AlgernoB^ eiLc\v^v(^ «s& AJb^^ late- 
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grHy tind gW)dne^ af Ms h^ftfrt, ^as pre- 
served IVorm serious injury by & tariety of 
nibarditmte caases. He liail discernment 
sulficteiit tiJ perceive, m»d, in secret, to 
laugh at, the origin of ftll ttiis wondrous 
inOtilgenee vlvA profusion. He seon %?cw, 
and even felt, that he was valued, not fof 
himself, hut for reasons of family policy. 
Throughout the household of his noble 
protector, tiot a single individual warmly 
nrtel^ttfted hite, except his own youthful 
srrter feudocia, a loviely little girl, of the 
^me age with Atlela; amd the eldest of 
his female cousins, I^abdla Mordiiigton> 
two years her senior. The Viscountess, he 
considered as a good and truly respectable 
womati, but nothing in her nmnners eon-- 
trrKfftetl tii^ attachment or recempensed 
him for the loss of the Warm-hearted Mrs^. 
Ilannrpden ; and whichever way be turned;, 
no 'substitutes presented ^emselves 4d frll 
irp the void left in his bosom by the de- 
'prrivation of his ^arly corapanioBfs, Wifliaai 
and Keuben! lii his letters to these ^ith^ 
¥tilly remembered ft'iends^ he depicted -th* 
<Btate of his mind, and the regvets that ofttfa 
possessed itj in tl|& mi^t t^uneiX. *Qb\A%r^<s^%» 
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terms. To Adela also, he frequently wrote ; 
and knowing her^ though so young/ ca- 
pable of entering into all the spirit of an 
unreserved correspondence^ he scrupled not^ 
on the arrival, as a fellow student, of her 
brother Julius at Eton, freely to communi- 
cate to her his thoughts of him. 

'' We agree,'* said he, ^' like fire and 
water. I can perfectly account for my 
own unhesitating disposition, the moment 
we met, to find fault with every thing he 
said, did, or even looked : but as he can 
never, till now,^ have heard any thing about 
me, I am surprised at the admirable instinci 
which so immediately led him to make 
choice of me for his ruling object of anti- 
pathy. I am sorry to say it, dear Adela, 
but he certainly is, by many degrees, the 
most presuming, consequential and incor- 
rigible little varlet in the whole school. It 
would do him, and me too, a vast deal of 
good, coufd I, once for all^ without . dis- 
grace, give him a handsome drubbing; but 
the advantage I possess over him in size 
and strength forbids the exploit. ^ What 
perpetually provokes me io cuff him is, 
that with all his sttuUiug, wv4 ^\V tis self- 
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sufficiency^ be is as like you (who noTer 
strutted at any thing in your life but an 
angry bantam-ben^) as he can stare ! • Some 
of these days you will bear him cried up 
as tbe handsomest young man in London; 
already he is as much of a coxcomb as 
many a fine fellow three times his age. 
By some queer chance^ bowerer^ be is an 
exceedingly promising scholar ; and tbe 
boys who associate with bim^ and can sup*- 
port bis arrogance^ say that he is fearless 
and generous ; but I wish^ upon the wbole^ 
be was less like you iu outward shew^ or 
resembled you more in inward disposition. 
Your father came down with bini the first 
day be made his appearance here^ and I 
happened to be in the way of baying an * 
excellent view of him. I was eager to 
seize the opportunity of beholding one with 
whom you are so nearly connected ; and 
following close at his heels whilst he was 
walking about tbe town^ I ^saw him go up 
to a carriage which was waiting at a 
pastry-cook's door^ and speak to two young 
ladies who were within it^ under the care 
of a person who seemed to be their gover- 
ness. These, I have since VtMtA.^ ^«^ 
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jour iwt) hai£-sx9tir$ ; — for your further 
siUisittitkiH, let me tnform jeu, tkat besides 
being retnarkably prettj, they both ap*- 
peaned to ht -extremely good-humoured; 
aad seeiA to be exactly the sort of >girh you 
would like^ whd;her they were your stiUer8^ 
or entire straogers. 

^M biLve wished^ ever since I became ac- 
qUtirlted with her myself^ that you jrould 
strike up an intimacy with Eudocia, n^f 
little sister. In addition to betag a great 
d^l handsomer than amy thing I have seen 
in this part of the worlds she i^ the best 
tempered^ and most affectionate creature 
you can imagine. Lord and Lady. Ossel^r 
have been yery kind to her; and she has 
been taken as much care of as their own 
daughters. At present^ she ts a^ood^ deal 
more lively and clei^er than either of them; 
and I do believe: she will grow up a chardi- 
kig woman. I have talked to her so often 
about you, that ^e longs to knew you^ and 
to be introduced to dear^ good Amy; to 
Ruth^ and Judithi akid Frisk; abd even ta 
the pony. Adieu, ray dear Adela.*' 

Though drcumstances had conspired to 
withdraw Mgrdiivgtoii «o eaticely from Dn. 
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^ediicecl amy ait^ration in the 9itLUition of 
Adela till nearly four yeani after bis dc!|lat^ 
iutt!. Sb^ i^s iheiHi equ^y ^urpriseid and 
A^gitt^ll by <li^ Mhval of « Ititerfffon 
ii^f^M^Mftist^f , newly married, invitiBg hmr^ 
hi t^ oi{>^ cordial ternvs^ to spend mm^ 
WMk^ M^i^h Mt. SoMervilk and herself^ 
1^ th^if k(yti$e tn Norlrhimiberlaiid. This 
wtis^iAe fir«t t»roof of isttentiuR^ which/siuce 
i}i€ d^alli of ber ^mRdmothcr/ she had re-* 
Mived frmn any of ber fiunily, and ibe gra-* 
tttude Mrith idiicb it kifipired her^ was as 
jdy^l 'Hfftat^&B sincere. A zisit to Mrs^ 
StMi^rVtlle^ Minted not a ptfrnanent se« 
f>iir^tk)ii fttfOi Jber frijends in Devon^Urey 
and ^^refbr^ doubled ber ^satisfaction ; 
rimf^, hd^^fer anxious sbe Tfas to see and 
to%f e^those i^Hh ^hMi ^ was ao closely 
Allied^ lAle ptmpffGt^lmng wboHy removed 
tt^&m >thfe hou^^ of Dr. Hampden, would, 
tbus ^oddetily proposed^ have been insup-- 
portable to ber. 

A^nded by A«iy in & travelling ciiais^;, 
and by a trusty domestic of Mr. Somer* 
Ville's^ the happ^ girt ^arly in tbe month 
df July his^m ber gaily^antiov^vted ^Q(Qa:- 
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nej; and^ at the expected time^ without 
aGcideut or molestation^ reached the place 
of her destination. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness with 
which her sister^ or the cheerfulness and 
hospitality with which Mr. Somerville 
hailed her arrival. In the former^ she be- 
held an elegant young woman^ scarcely 
more than eighteen^ of the most graceful 
and prepossessing manners^ who^ with an 
encouraging sweetness which Adela found 
irresistible^ addressed her as the being she 
had most wished to know^ and felt most 
disposed to regard with interest and affec- 
tion. In Mr. Somerville^ appeared at once, 
even to the undiscriminating eye of a girl 
of thirteen, a character of the most perfect 
and unpretending simplicity, accompanied 
by extremely good natural sense, but liable 
from eagerness and occasional want of 
judgment, to errors and oversights seldom 
mischievous, but often embarrassing to 
those with whom he was connected. His 
age seemed to be about seven or eight and 
twenty ; he was neither plain nor handsome, 
but had the air of a man accustomed to 
good company, great frankness and hilarity 
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of countenance^ and a temper which no- 
thing but the sight of meanness or in- 
justice could ruffle. 

With such an host and hostess^ and in a 
delightful mansion^ beautifully situated, 
where it seemed to be the study of the kind 
entertainers to vary her pleasures, and contri- 
bute to her gratification, Adela could not be, 
otherwise than supremely happy. Her spi- 
rits were exhilarated to their highest pitch ; 
time not only seemed to have wings, but, 
as she often remarked, to be always using 
them — always flying ! '^ This," cried she, 
'^ is so like being in Fairy-land, or so like a 
pleasant dream, that I am in a perpetual 
fright lest it should all vanish in an iiistant; 
or lest I should suddenly awake, and find 
myself in bed at S — — , with Amy standing 
beside me, urging me to get up and hasten 
down stairs to take a lesson of my old 
French master in the back parlour !" 

About a fortnight after her arrival at Rose* 
down Court, the name of Mr. Somerville's 
abode, t^e house was further enlivened by 
an accession of visitors nearly as youthful 
as herself, and all connected with her> 



chief pef^^m^ in the ^t^ at leasts in 1^ 
own estimation^ was her brother, ^n^ t^ 
9pe«4 a pprtWi) of hi^ nu^n^er hq\iiB.j% with 
Mr. and Mf«. Sfqtwwvillej, ^Uq ju4g»4i that 
iheif ppop^iflg M, WwW be gratifyiqg t^^r 
Un fathwi Witb biw airi?ivve4 h^ ccmiii, 
tbfe «oq of Mr, €lev/^^|i#s QfUy ^jfitht^x; 
and, accompii»ied bjf b^ gQiKQruef^^ cj^pi^ 
i^ke the eMe$t H9tei? pf tbip )W4tb| i^^ 
Barb^rai Cle?etap4 ^ S^l of ^ft^c^ i^ 
j^iQiialy dq<^/e# by jljai^e to, be^ d^^rf^ 
tbpwgb t^rtiwr^ by art, ip^ h^iij9g of ^^ 
dw^^fs th« TOWt.^W^ awl Ui^n4iD^; 
b^p eQwt«(nwcQ V^»s «b^rpT£^4i^r«d §q4.' 
* aqpwciSw^s ; wdi in the ciMa9€f9.i|{ioq of 
b^r n^ifl^, w^i^ upited tt« JfhftUfW j f dip^eRt 
of a <Ail(J, with the pert pre^WPWP^ of ^ 
Pfsda^. to W opipioft the pM«t e;M^t^ of 
bflr otwii «ierit, per^ouyf aiw^ m^p<#l,. iRb« 
added the caol^^t iacred^b^ a^ to thf 9^i% 
of aVPQ9t e^^cy Oth^r hufiap he\i^, 

Th^ ^tonbbni^Bt of JhUms *k ^igfet 
c^ A<]^}^T^the little ^reatui^e, wthciia he hft4 
f}t>r $0 niapy y^ars a^custpofed hims^^f to 
sp^ ^nd to tbiipik pf^ as the ffile-fycefi 
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whvmperer, was not whoU j unaiind with 
feelings of brotherly and eordinl exuHar 
tion. 

^^ Wl^y hovK she is. grown.!'' exclained 
ke^ abahtng her heartily by the hand. 
" Hoiw diflfefent a looking girl she is to 
what I ever expected to &oe ber !— Hang 
it! l%ere will be no c€NmfQrt ia plaguing 
lisr now> for I make no douiht^ ahe knows 
perfectly how to take her own part! In 
the Bame of wonder^ Adeta^ wliere did yoii 
^ek up such a good colour^ a»A such, a 
bappy> contented face ?'' 

'^ We nHist suppose^'' said Mrs. Soiver^ 
riUe, smiling; /^ that whilst she was at the 
phi/sic^9hopy as yon used ta call the gpeod 
Dr. Hampden/ls, they l^ in her wiaj/, and 
^u foimd fkem." ^ , " 

^* No quotations^ my dear Ellen l*^ cried 
Julius^ with quickness ; V leave tl^m to 
the classical Barbara.-— But^ Adela^ tell 
me^ what have you done with your two in- 
leparables? Are Master Fdsk and Mrs. 
Amy still in the land of the living? Ace 
either of them here ? or both ?" 



Falsinff, in*iiigHeiw^\N 
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^^ Amy is here, but Frisk remainded at 
Dr. Hampden's/' 

'' Perhaps under a course of medicine. 
But^ however, neyer mind ; it is sufficient 
for me that Amj is on the spot. — My dear 
Bab/' added he, turning' to his prim cousin> 
^* you, .who hate to be losing a moment's 
time at this important period of your life, 
and who are always in search of fresh-means 
' to improve either your person or your 
mind ; you Mrill be chsirmed with this same 
Amy. I%e is a linguist of the first class, 
from whom you may obtain such insight 
into Oriental, or perhaps Coptic learning; 
as very few individuals now in England are 
capable of giving you; and besides this, 
being a model of grace, and a pattern of all 
female elegance, she may bestow a finish 
upon your carriage, and communicate a 
dignity to your movements, which no 
dancing-master could equal !" 

Miss Barbara Cleveland, who, in this 
palpable rbodomoutade, easily descried a 
sneer, that weapon of provocation which 
she was, of all others, the best qualified to 
retort, was beginning, with a sarcastic air, 
a reply full of t^xtnea^ ; vi\\^\i, %.%l\vfc^ 'were 
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sauntering upon the lawn in front of the 
house^ Amj^ who had been walking to the 
neighbouring Tillage^ auddenly emerged 
from amidst a clump of- tall and slender 
treesj which rendered her diminutive height 
and disproporttoned embonpoint more re- 
markable^ and directed her steps towards 
the servants' hall along an tinfenced pathj 
in full view of the whole party. At this 
sights Julius clapping his hands with an 
extravagant shouts eagerly exclaimed^ 

^' There she is^ Barbara ! there she is ! 
*— Stop her^ stop her^ Adela^ and let us have 
the pleasure of presenting to our accom- 
plished cousin^ this incomparable instruc- 
tress !'• 

But Adela^ who> in addition to her bro* 
ther*s vociferous mirth^ had caught the 
sounds though in a lower key^ of a laugh 
from her young cousin^ Talbot Cleyeland^ 
flew towards Amy with a purpose widely 
different from that on which Julius wished 
her to go ; for^ concerned^ as well as indig- 
nant that hier faithful friend should incur 
the mortiication of being made an object 
of derision^ she threw her arms round her 
neck the instant she reached \\ex » ^^^\w^^ 

VOL. I. 1 
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'^ Make haste into the bou8e> dear Amy, 
and never mind the mmy outcry of that 
r4ide bo^.** 

'' Ab> good young Mbsy/' cried Amyi 
looking delightedly in Ad^la*s face, '^ Ao^y 
no care who laughs^ who make» uioek, so 
long as dear Missy Iqvo her;, and no BOAke 
mock!" 

'^ I mock you. Amy ? Oh, neT^ff,, never ! 
And if I was a man, I would sooner fight 
for you, than let you be affronted ! '' 

'^ No^ no ; no 0ght nor no vex about it ! 
Me no mind'tbeir jesrs ; me d^ q#^ harm te 
nobody ; me say no rude thiisig to nobody ; 
me only black, and i^Kt pr^ty^ and not tail 
— ^they laugh for that ? Let them llaugh, 
and me laugh top^ and, thiiil^ tht^m^ foQlish 
people!'' 

They were now arrived at the door. lead- 
ing to the servamts' offices, and Adefo, en- 
chanted by Amy's untaught philosopby> 
again kissed her^ apod tben^ flew back, not 
without a hope of; exciting in her brother 
some shamCjr to re^Pi^d , aa^ answer vHbdch did 
the worthy negro so oiuch credit. . Itft ef- 
fect, however, upou Julius, was slight smd 
transient; but it fijiled tVievs cq\!a»vcl Talbot 
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wilh a eentritioa which he mh^muomIj ae« 

Oil the seeeod or ikitd m^toimQ aDter the 
tmVdb ef this yottthful irfo^i Mfsf. Soaer-' 
f ilie^ ordelping ai» eped carptagb tb the deier 
fop herself wad thie^ twi»' jo>uiig Iftdiesj and 
leaving to her husband the oat e af the 
bd jf!B cin hoiffBebak)k^ sflfUted forth> a9^ saok as 
bf eah^Mt wds o¥er^ to sbeM^ them somi^ of 
tike beauties of the eduntry, and parir* 
cularly to gratify them with the si^t of 
OHb of the' most atfcient cai^lesy still habit- 
able^ that hai^ been reeerded in British his- 
tory. The beauty of the day was hi^ly £a^ 
votefable to the 8CfbeBie> aad they all entered 
with spirit isto the pleasures of the exe«*f * 
sion, and were eagerljr cemimiHicattiig to 
eileh« other their observations* and satisfac* 
tion^ when Adelfti espying' at the end of at 
Ibn^ aad sttttely avenue^ a stinffktuOM' edi- 
6db, sbmetkii^ itt^ the' €^(jhic style, tUmed 
to Mrs; Someryille> and rather siirprised^ 
said, 

'' Ift not that the'^ place to which you 
BMant t# take* us? Your eoachman is 
drivuig pftst it! ! '' 

'^T^t iV not' at liniii^wci W -yiVivSvx -^^ 

1^ 
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can^ at present^ have access/' .answered 
Mrs. Somerville : '^ the family it belongs 
to is just arrived from tovrn; and till I 
know virhether thej mean to be acquainted 
v^ith us^ I do not chuse to solicit^ as if I 
was merely an accidental traveller^ a view 
of their house." 

Adela v^as perfectly satii^fied with this 
explanation; but Barbara Cleveland en- 
quired whose residence it was^ * and what it 
was called. 

^' It belongs/' replied Mrs. Somerville^ 
'^ to Lord Ossely^ and is called Mordington 
Cartle." 

^' Mordington Castle !** repeated Adela, 
starting at a name so long familiarized to 
her b^ the dates of letters received from 
thence. '^ That is where AlgernonV uncje 
lives— where Algernon, perhaps, is -now. 
himself ! Oh, how I should like to see it T 

'^ Who is Algernon ?'* enquired Mr. 
Somerville, who was just then riding close 
to the side of the carriage. 

'^ He is an old playfellow and companion 

of mine, who lived with me, almost two 

jears at Dr. Hampden's ; and he is nephew 

to Lord Ossely, and Yi\s ottxet v^xafc \&'^^^- 



TRAITS OF NATURE. 173 

dington. We were the best friends in the 
worlds and I had almost rather see him 
than any body I know.** 

*' Shall we/* said the indulgent Mr. 
Somerville^ looking at his wife^ '' shall we 
endeavour to gratify her, and send a ser- 
Tant up to the house to ask if wb may 
see it?'* 

'^ I think,*' replied that lady, good-hu- 
mouredly, '^ we can never have a better 
excuse for breaking through a restraint of 
our own imposing. Julius, will you ride 
back to the footman, and desire him to 
make this enquiry for us ?** 

'^ No,** said Julius, bluntly, and looking 
extremely sullen ; '' I had rather ride to 
Old Nick j;han move a step towards the 
premises belonging to any of the Mording- 
ton race !" 

Adela*s countenance fell; and Mr. So- 
merville, much surprised, said, 

*' Why, how now, young Pepper-pot! 
what has moved your noble spirit to such 
vehement indignation against these unfor- 
tunate Mordingtons ? What have they 
done to you ? Where did you know tlvevc^^** 

i3 
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^' I JkACw Adela's Bweet favourile at 
£)iaii/ rovgbly ans^firei Julius^ '^ ^nd I 
bate him.'* 

'^ A veiy brotherly aad tender declara- 
tion ! But this is all nooaense ; you are m0l 
o\4t enough j^ to know what yon love lOr 
M^hat you hate. It will be tkaeifiioogh for 
you to entertain these Montague and ^Ca- 
pulet prejudices ten or Iwiesty years hence. 
So, my g^od little Adela^ if you wiA it, 
w^ will still go to this proscribed massiofi ; 
wd Jlllilis will grow co(>) by the way/' 

QffM;ef|iXly thanking him^ Addba aa^ 
swered^ 

" I should h»,we no pkasurie !|i going 
liow ; but^ iii4e^> when I proposed H^ I 
did not iqaagine Julius would bava been to 
offended/' 

"So I suppose/* cried he ; '' for how 
shofild yom kj^ow aay thing about what may 
have passed ai Eton ? But you ayght haye 
waited till you were sure we should all 
have Uked it, before you were so ready 
with your foolish propositiiMs/' 

Adela coloured^ and felt miieh hurt by 
$uch unftMthorized asperity ; but she was 
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feared the disagreeable task af making to 
•it any answer^ by tile -zeal and kindness of 
Mrs. Somerville^ ^ho^ disgusted at her 
brother's behaviour throughout the \vhole 
aflair^ repKHved hi^ in such plain terms^ 
tfaat^ muLtiteritig tod seowliag^ he checked 
his horse's patCj and in a confirmed fit of 
ill -humour, rede^ indigt^ant na^ alone^ 
dwring the remainder of the way, at « con- 
^derable distance from the carriage. 

Talbot Clevetefid had been a silent iiti- 
ditor of all that had pa^s^, aibd b^ing t)f a 
natwe ch^er Ail> and at^rse from istrife, (elt 
anxious, as Wbn as Julius was goiie, to start 
a new subject ; but Mr. SomerviHe, know- 
ii^ that he lilso wato a^ Et^ian, though 
only of recMt daAe, <chose to ptit "some inter* 
rogations to him relative to the object 'Of 
his icousi«i*s fjaneour— thed^etested Algernon. 

'^ Tell us/' said he, ^' what has giircti 
foirth to, and fomented all this absurd en- 
mity ? Some of these days, this young 'Squire 
Mordi^ton will be ViKiKiuni Ossely, and 
my^ nearest neighln^iir. I hope I shall Intot 
find him of a quarrelsome, insolent temper, 
- disposed to be at variance witlv ^^«^ \isi^^ 

I* 
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around him. Speak out^ Talbot; let us 
hear what kind of a boy you think him. 
We know already what is Adela*s opinion^ 
and that of her brother." 

'' He never quarreled with me, sir,** an- 
swered Talbot, '^ and, except by Julius, 
and some of th^ ^friends of Julius, I never 
heard tliat he was disliked or complained 
of. I am not intimate with him, however, 
for the breach between him and my cousin 
is so confirmed, that we have kept aloof as 
if by mutual consent ; and nothing would 
enrage Julius so much, as my making or 
accepting any advances towards a better 
acquaintance." 

" This irascible little gentleman,** said 
Mr. Somerville, '^ seems to have the most 
promising qualifications for the future 
leader of a faction, of any stripling dema- 
gogue I eyer heard of ! He would have 
been an invaluable auxiliary, on whichever 
tide he had declared, during the contests 
between the houses of York and Lancaster : 
pray Heaven, he may not blow up a hurri- 
cane between the illustrious houses of Mor- 
dington and Cleveland !'* 
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^' At all events^'' said Adela^ addressing 
Talbot with resumed vivacity, '^ I hope 
you will not take sides against Algernon 
merely because you are a Cleveland ?'* 

*' Oh, no ; I will not take sides against 
any one you wish well to/' 

^' I shall wish well to them both ; but I 
am certain Algernon will not be the most 
to blame/' 

'^ I should be very glad to get acquainted 
with this early friend of yours, Adela,'* 
said Mr. Someryille. 

^^ And so should I,'' subjoined his wife; 
^' but whilst Julius is here, impetuous and 
self-willed as he is, the experiment might be 
hazardous, and the two boys, at their first 
meeting, would perhaps entertain us with 
the sight of a §et battle/' 

'' Oh, no," cried Talbot ; '' they would 
not even speak — they would only look at 
each other with airs of defiance. They 
have never fought, and but seldom come to 
words ; for Mordington is stouter and 
stronger than Julius, and, I believe, dis- 
dains, or is ashamed to beat him ; but, I 
< 

own, I have often seen him look as if he 
vfished it, and could liatdX^ ioiVi^w? 

i5 
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^^ To ffay the truths** cried Mr, Samer- 
YiUe^ ^' I might aometioies find it difficulty 
m tbat respect^ not to •ytDpathiM wi^ bim 
most cordially T^ 
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CHAP. X. 



DANCING. . 

Ii^ m retired a situation, and with so iur^- 
bulent and restless an inmate as Julius^ 
Mrs. Sollierville soon discovered that it 
i^as bj no means easy to provide such a 
succession of amusements for her jouh|^ 
guests^ as should maintain them iu toastant 
good -humour. There were^ of cburse^ 
neither plajrti^ operas^ nor places of public 
resort of any description to which she 
could take them; and though Adela and 
Talbot seemed perfectly contented^ Barbara 
Cleveland^ and Julius^ still more uodis- 
guisedly^ shewed frequent symptoftas of 
ennui, and of consequent disgust and petu* 
lance. 

'' I will never/* thought their perplexed 
hostess^ '^ ilU my house with school-boys 
Mud gitU again. But, \i(ivie.\w> «i^ ^^^ 

16 
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are here^ for my sins; I must do the best I 
can io procure them entertainment.** 

^'Julius/ said she^ one evening that her 
brother lay stretched upon a sofa^ half 
asleep^ *' are you fond of dancing ?" 

''Who would you have me dance with 
here, hey, sister Ellen ? With Amy ? or 
Barbara's governess ? or the trks chert 
Barbara herself ? Dost ever condescend to 
so irrational an amusement, my little Bab ? 
Would it not put thee out of joint, body 
and mind, and tumble down the whole 
structure, of thy hi^h-soaring philoso- 
phy?" 

'^ Let Barbara, and her philosophy alone.** 

''Which, by the way," interrupted he, 
"is not proof against provocation — witness 
the angry flash of those bright eyes, and 
the tremendous pout of that eloquent lip ! 
— But now, dear sister, proceed; what 
about my love of dancing?** 

"I would, if you and the rest of the 
party like it, ehcjeavour, from the few fa- 
milies in our neighbourhood/ to assemble 
as many young people as would make a to- 
lerable ball ; and you should have a harp 
sind two fiddles ; and a^u^i^tt )^l\&t ^wvw^^* 
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and whatever other addition to your enter- 
tainment I can devise/' 

^' Oh^ let's have these fiddles and the 
supper by all means!" cried Julius^ start- 
ing up — '^ And^ really, sister, I must say 
you are very good-natured for thinking 
ofitf" 

'^ I am glad you have the grace to allow 
it I" rather drily observed Mr. Somerville. 
/'Now, my dear sir, though I may be a 
bit of an annoyance to you all sometimes, I 
can assure you, I know as well as any body 
how to feel obliged to people when they 
are particularly kind and friendly ; and no- 
body is oftener so, than sister £linor !'* 

. Had Algernon been present when Julius 
uttered this sentence, the resemblance which 
he had often perceived in him to Adela, 
would have appeared to him more conspi- 
cuous than ever. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the effect operated upon his coun- 
tenance by the influence of a grateful ot an 
afiectionate sentiment; it was, by nature> 
cast in one of her finest moulds, and when 
lighted up with genuine good feelings, ac- 
quired a character so prepossessing^ thai 
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few could behold it without pleasure and 
admiration. 

The thanks and vivacity ti^ith which her 
scheme had been acceded to^ redoubled 
Mrs. Somerville's anxiety to put it in eixe** 
cution. She shared in Adela's regret^ that 
neither Mordington^ his pretty sister^ noir 
the two youthful daughters of Lord Ossely> 
could be invited to participate in their in- 
tended gaieties: but omitting none else 
within reach^ and o0ering beds^ to many 
whose abodes were too remote to render 
their return till, the next day convenient^ 
she collected^ by dint of perseverance^ an 
assembly of nearly forty persons^ to whom^ 
on the appointed evenings she delightedly 
devoted herself to the task of doing the ho- 
nours of her house. 

Adela^ in the midst of all this gay bustle^ 
trod upon air^ and was the most gratified 
and the happiest of any individual present. 
She danced with Talbot Cleveland^ who^ 
young as he was in the talent of professing 
admiration^ evidently beheld her with such 
animated delight^ and attended to her with 
such unremitting assiduity^ that Mr. So- 
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memlle^ mocli aniHed^ gave to him the 
epithet of her adortr ; and if he failed in 
making the jouth desist from paying her 
hoinage^ at least completely succeeded in 
rendering him less unguarded in its display. 

During a pause in the dancings whilst 
those who had been engaged in it were 
partaking of the refreshments handed about^ 
a young lady^ who had formed some ac- 
quaintance with Adela^ found her way 
into an apartment adjoining to the ball-room 
where she was seated with Barbara Cleye- 
land^ Mr. SomerviUe^ Talbot^ and her 
brother — 

'^Do come/* cried the busy little in- 
former^ addressing them coUectiveljr^ ''and 
see a poor boy in the next room^ who^ as a 
great fayour^ has just now been brought in 
by his father^ the old man who plays the 
harp^ to see the company dance. Some of 
the party, struck by the oddity of his ap- 
pearance^ have attempted to engage him in 
conversation: but he is completely deaf and 
dumb; though full of animation, and look- 
ing every moment as if he was ready to 
kogh in all our faces. Do pray come ; his 
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father/ to amuse us^ has been proposing to 
make him dance a hornpipe !" 

''Dance?** repeated Adela^ ''and com- 
pletely deaf ? Oh^ it will be shocking !" 

" Nonsense !** exclaimed Julius^ " What 
should make it shocking if the boy himself 
don't mind it ? I hate such puling senti* 
mentality ! Let's go and see him. I dare 
say the performance will be a famous clever 
thing. We may afterwards make him 
dance a pas de deux with the lovely Amy !"" 

Then^ seizing Adela by ^ the arm^ he 
dragged her with him^ followed by the rest 
of the party ^ to the scene of action. 

They arrived^ just as the old harper's 
lively^ but unfortunate son^ was takiag his 
station at the upper end of the ball-room^ 
to begin his allotted task. At sight of the 
uncouth figure he presented^ Adela and 
her companions almost started. His hair, 
of a fiery red^ bushy and staring in for- 
midable profusion, and every variety of di- 
rection around his brows, gave to his head 
so disproportioned a bulk, that it was dif- 
ficult to imagine how it could properly iie- 
long to so slender a body. The^ tanned 
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complexion accompanying tbese carroty ho- 
noursj was of most unusual darkness^ 
amounting almost to the hue of a mulatto. 
He wore a party-coloured silk handkerchief 
loosely tied round his neck^ and one of his 
eyes was covered by a large patch. The 
dress adorning this gracious personage^ 
consisted of a tight scarlet waistcoat> coarse 
canvass trowsers^ worsted stockings^ and 
shoes tied on with pack thread. He flou- 
rishedj previously to commencing his per- 
formance^ a stout oaken cudgel in his right 
hand ; nodded facetiously to the company^ 
and then^ fixing his eyes steadily on the 
harper^ at a given signal^ and at the very 
instant the music began^ he set off on his 
unprecedented undertaking. 

But the laughter with which all present 
were prepared to behold him, speedily, and, 
most unexpectedly, converted itself into a 
tumult of applause. The spirit, lightness 
and precision with which he danced ; the 
variety and extreme dijBSculty of many of 
his steps, and the perfect ease and corti- 
posure with which he executed them, could 
only be exceeded by the astonishment de- 
picted on every surTouudivck^ ^q\«!&a\swsv5^^ 
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hovA and uaiveml cmnmMidatioiis followed 
tlie rustic bow with which lie coocluded hk 
ejihibition; and/ as he directed his steps 
towards tl^ place whera has father sat 
more than half the youthful assembly ac- 
companied and flocked around him ; some^ 
to express their admiration by smiles audi 
d«mb shew ; some^ to slide more Mbstaib 
iM oflbrings into his hand ; und otherSi 
Swc the gratification of gaining a nearer 
?;iew of his extraordinairy aspect.' Amongst 
these latter, stood Mrs. SoraerYille and 
Adela ; the former of wfaoin^ as soon as sfae 
could secure a hearmg from the old harper, 
distracted hy the multiplicity of questions 
that were asked him, said — 

''Some have bestowed upon this poor lad 
money, which, I suppose 'he will give to 
you ; and others are loading him with 
praises which he cannot hear : but what is 
these that can be offered to him which he 
would keep^ and really feel pleasure from 
receiving ?" 

The youth, who bad been looking round 

liim with a disengaged and general fiooiile,' 

ettremely advantageous to the display of 

the Qoly beauty ducoNeiaXAe \si Vv^ ^^^^r^ 
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& reg^ular and jiAMiirable set of tedfa— now^ 
-fijUDg an earnest <gaze 4in the tsixitprised aad 
jbriokiiig Adela^ ^eurelemly^ propped fipomiiM 
jda^eoed liokl «U the money that bad been 
^VMi to i|m, and msAJmg a hideous ooise^ 
something between a chatter and a screani^ 
suddenly istMtcbfd forfli iiis b»ii9^ ad if 
teospted to seiee *upaii a cornelian iMStrt^ 
which^ suspended to a gold chain^ 4^fae 
wore 4rouod her neck : bat^ the next mo- 
ment^ oiiecidqg ihinuelf, he desisted frcm 
ijbe altteiBpt, thougih hi$ eye tiHl remained 
fixed upon the bauble^ with the most mar 
iii£KBt iSHprBfiBion of covetii;^ eagerness. 

Tttlbot Clerelond^ who w^w staading near 
leaovgh to observe this action^ now ad^ 
idneasing Aidieia «iriitfa a iaugh^ eaid — 

'^ The aiisw«f to your «i8ter'e question *s 
yiaia^ It is yo«r heart tk^t he will fed 
nost fieasure in receiviog !'* 

^ Can he really be so childish/' said 
AjAela to die harper^ "^^as to wisb for such 
a «seles8 gift as this ?** 

^^ Lord love your pretty face, my good 
^uog lady/' cried the old man, '^ let the 
|K>or t>oy iMive it ! I warrant he'll take care 
^itj and neither break not \^^VV.'' 
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'' That's more than could be vouched for 
all receivers of hearts !^' observed Mrs. So- 
merville;" give him the desired prize^ then^ 
mj dear Adela^ to encourage^ in a young 
beginner^ so honourable a, disposition to 
good faith.'' 

*' What, give it him to keep ? — No> I 
cannot, indeed ; it is one of your ovrn pre- 
sents/' 

'^ Then, I have the better title to urge 
you to part with it. Come, prepare to sur- 
render it ; — some other keep*sake shall sup- 
ply its place.'* 

Every body joined in pleading the poor 
boy's cause; and Adela, ashamed of longer, 
resistance, though assured he must be an 
ideot for desiring it, detached the cornelian 
heart from the chain to which it vras affixed, 
and, half laughing, half blushing, presen- 
ted it to its silent yet importunate solicitor. 
He received it v^ith a strange burst of dis- 
cordant ej^ultation; kissed it vehemently; 
thrust it into his waistcoat pocket; and 
then, as if tired of being a gazing-stock, 
sat down on the floor, beside his father, 
and leaning back against the wainscot, put 
OB bis hat) pulled \l oNet \l\& i^^^» %avd. 
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seemed deliberately composing himself for 
an unceremonious nap. 

f«He is not a slave to forms !'' remarked 
Mrs. Somerville^ regarding faim with a 
smile — ^' But let him rest in peace; and 
do you tell us/' added she^ turning to the 
harper^ ^' what else he ha» been taught^ be- 
sides dancing so wonderfully ? Can he 
read? Has he been able to learn any kind 
of trade?" 

'* He was brought up, madam, by some 
thriving relations, who have taught him a 
power of fine things, more than ever I shall 
knowr 

•' Will these relations do any thing to- 
wards providing for him ?'' 

^' Oh, dear, yes, madam, no fear of that ; 
I dares to say, he'll be mortal well oflf, by 
and by."— 

^M am heartily glad to hear it. To him, 
helpless and unfortunate as he is, easy cir- 
cumstances seem absolutely indispensable. '^ 

^' But what,'' said one of the young la- 
dies, standing in the circle, '^ what is the 
matter with his eye ? Has he lost it ?" 

'^ No, Miss, no, he has^n't quite lost it ; 
hut bless yout heart \ be^a yiW^ %sA SxJ\ ^V 
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tcicks> and not niitBdtB|9r M-y hindrances^ he 
takes such out of the way faoeie^^ that heV 
obliged^ somtethnes., to go abont that poor 
crippled orbject, all maimedf-lihe^ as jon 
now see him." 

''In his case^ said Mrs<. Somemlle^ ''if 
is particularly utduckyvhe should be so^fro- 
lieksome a genius ; you sbouldv as seldom 
as possiblei suffer hioa to go €nrt^ of youf 
sight;* 

''Very truoj^ madam; but^ Iiord^ he 
doft*t mttch Hdindr ale, I assare yoir>!^ 

Tho old man t^houi strach^ a* fbw chcf^s^ 
upon his harp^ and the sounds operatic 
like magic^ was^as^al to atli the young 
people^ to fly back, to thoiB places^ and 
beginF a new danco; 

When the sttflfimono to saypert was gxven/ 
Mrs. Somerville delegated to Adfela the 
task' of doiig^tiio konoui^ of ^ one ofi thie ta- 
bles^ whilsir she faeoseli^ presidlsdi. a^ thatf 
preptffod for her senior goe^v Tln» offiee> 
n«w to her m if was^ Adelar^ aosieils to 
merit- the distinction it oopfevred^ pevformed^ 
with the mo6t assi^ous^ andi graceful ai^ 
tentioo to all itst duties^ TaUiot Cleveland 
TTtts^ her neighteotA wA t^^^ »visAa9Q^\\ A&& 
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and pleased^ and laughter unrestraincrd^ 
tibough noi boistefous; coaveraation auir 
mated^ yet not tu»ultuou», rendered this 
repast^ as well to its beholders as partakers^ 
one of the pleasantest that was eirer gireii. 
Whilst the gaiety in which Adcla so cor- 
diallj participated was at its> height^ turung 
her head to sp«ak to a footmaUi she saw 
sfattiding at the room> door^ in* a cold awft 
Tepy comfortliess. situati(ni» the poor deaf and 
dumb boy^ whom^ if she thought of ab all^ 
she thought of as being at supper below 
staira witii his fktber> and the other mosi^ 
ciansw He aeemed eamestlji loohing to* 
wards* her amd h^ p^i^ty ; and coacluding 
that he was hungry^ and secretly le«giagto 
devour'^ some of the good liiiags upen the 
table^ she heaped upon a plate as m^ich 
cold chicben^ ham^ and breads bs it would 
contain^ provided herself with a knife aiid 
fbrk^ and hastened with her liberal supply^ 
to the humble aiid silcBt^ iatrudav. Talbot 
immediately foUowedi with a glaast and the 
reominsk of a^d^eenlei! of wine ; a»d making 
sigmT' to bim to sit down iqieaa forDabebtiid 
tih^ddoo tirej^ plated tbi^ii^ ttf^^^^vt% ^^S^^-^ 
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ings beside him, encouraging and inTiting 
him to eat. The youth laughed, bu{ it was 
no longer the laugh of an ideot clown ; he 
bowed, but his bow had wholly lost its 
peasant's awkwardness ; and Adela, turning 
with some surprise towards Talbot, said, 

^^ This poor creature might be won upon, 
by a little kindness, to behave like other 
people! I cannot endure him when hegrios 
and chatters ; but his laugh is not unplea- 
sant. I really don't think that he is en- 
tirely without sense !" 

^' Why should you ever have thought it ! 
Persons aflSicted as he is, often have a harsh 
and disagreeable manner of attempting to 
articulate: but it would be hard to con- 
elude them alt fools !*' 

*^ Yet why should a great looby like him 
want to possess such a ridiculous ornament 
as my poor little cornelian heart ? What 
can he do with it ? And why should he be 
silly enough to prefer it to the money he 
had received^ which would have bought 
him so many more amusing play-things ?" 

Talbot frankly acknowledged his inabi- 
lity to solve this enigma ; and then, seeing 
the yauth beginning to tai^V^^^cv^^x^^^sx^^ 
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with which they had so bountifully pro- 
vided hiiDj Ad^la apd her cousin returned 
to their places at the tabje. 

'^ If I could at all guess^** said Barbara 
Cleveland^ who was at once suspicious and 
fond of the. marvellous^ '^ what possible 
purpose such a frolic could answer^ I should 
be half tempted to believe^ that this young 
purblind dummy^ is here in a fictitious cha- 
racter !" — 

'' Perhaps some lover of yofirs in disguise^ 
hey^ Bab?'' cried Julius^ with a provoking 
laugh. ^ 

^' Barbara is celebrated for her sagacity 
in finding out personages undw a mask !" 
said her brother : ^^ I remember she had 
shrewd suspicions^ when the old sexton of 
the village church near my father's house in 
the country was first appointed". • • . 

Here Barbara^ with anair of pique^ inter 
rupted him> to desire that he would not it^- 
troduce her name into any of his foolish 
storiea! 

'' But by the Lord Harry be shall !'* 
cried the delighted Julius^ rubbing his 
hands in anticipation of some ludicrous 
anecdote : '^ Come^ Talbot^ I^Vn^ Ui \!q&>k>sl- 
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tory of Ihe oM se*ton ; tnfl hfere/' afldcdtitB, 
taising to faislips a gl^srs df ti^ine, ^'hdtis 
to his very goodlie'aith ! *• 

Talbot, displeased by tiie dittlttorial tone 
in vehidh bis sister had comtnanded Iris fof- 
bearance, requir^ very little ntging to re- 
late, that the metnorable se^toti in questioii, 
'liappenitig to {>ossess a good set of feattires, 
and a 'fineliead of curliog silver hair, 'Btit- 
bara bad amused herself for many nioirtti^^ 
^ith conjecturing that he Ivas s6nle emigrant 
prince, or deposed sovereign, red a ted to 
officiate in that degrading capacity 1)y fhe 
inconstancy of l?ortune, and the sad vicissi- 
tudes to which human affairs ate liable ! 
*rhe poor fellow," Continued ^Ibdt, 

spoke the vulgar todgUe as iBuCntty ds 
Britisb sotton was cfter known 'to speak it : 
but a strong Suffolk whine, sbe itfterpVrtfefl 
iuto'a foreign cadence ; the stoop of age, or 
rather ilie slouch of vtilgai^y, she caviled 
the "bend of sorrow ; every movement, iht 
averred, proclaimed the dignity o*f fallen 
gr^altness; atad, in the Very conyeyanCfe of a 
iquid of t6bkcco from his tin box to liis dis- 
tblouri^d mouthy Aie discerned a graceful 
-s^uperiority, that covJVA. o\A^ >a^^w^ '\^ ^ 
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man of iUiutciaM birtb .aod pclUbod «du- 

▲ geaeral bur^t of Uugbt^^ not very Aa^- 
tering to poor Barbara's self-consequence^ 
jMicce^ed this absurd istorj^ whidij cer- 
Umly, faiul lost nothing ia passing thro iigb 
ber brather!s hands. She bore the teofip^- 
cary derision of the ju^venile j>arty with sileot 
haughtiness^ thoi;gh visible indignatioa.; 
iuid Adela, not modi amused by ^wbat skhfi 
saw gave lanotfaer pain^ to relieve her irosi 
iSieteoaiiBents'with which «he was iprmetfted^ 
now iMiid— 

^' W-^l, but supposing the poor young 
man^ silltii^ at the door, quietly eotiqg his 
eoflifortless siqiper^ is really deaf and dumb, 
and ihe son of the old harper, and no lover, 
or sovereign in diiiguise, by what raeami, I 
diould 4ike to know, has it been found pa^ 
^le tiOrt^M^h him,^ nolt only to perfocm sim;^ 
a varidy of steps, but afeo to dance m ^ch 
exoelient time i^ 

^' You may idepend upon it,'* cried Julius, 
very gnvely, '^ he first acquired the^e won- 
derful steps by being compelled to practise 
them upon a beated metal floor^ as is tlie 
oxatatm m iMchiog beats \** 
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'^ Horrid creature ! How barbarous an 
idea ! But by what contrivalice could he 
be insttacted to keep so well to the mea- 
aure?*' 

'^ Why, to account for that, another sup- 
position occurs^ to me, which, perhaps, may 
be the most rational of the two. This red- 
haired scarecrow, apparently composed of 
ugly flesh and blood, may, in fact, be no^ 
thing more than an ingenious piece of mecha- 
nism, set in motion by invisible springs !*' 

This idea was vehemently applauded^ 
and Julius, who began to consider himself 
as the wit of the company, was secretly en- 
joying his little triumph, when suddenly he 
felt his arm griped by a hand of iron, 
that seemed threatening to crush it to the 
bone ! A cry of anguish involuntarily 
escaped him ; and turning to discover who 
was the merciless inflictor of such pain, he 
beheld, close at his elbow, the deaf and 
dumb youth, who, with a glass in his hand, 
and looking perfectly unconscious and intio- 
cent, was making signs that he wanted to 
have it replenished. 

'' No,— I'll be cursed if I do !'• cried the 
angrj sufferer, pus\\\\\g\i\mxo^^c\^^H^vj. 
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'^ You have the fangs of a diajbiolical wild 
cat^ mid I make no doubt^ that I shall 
wear their precious marks for a month to 
come!'' — 

^' Ob^ don't be in such a passion^ cousin 
Julius f '' cried Barbara, maliciously ; '^ Re* 
member your own doctrine of the invisible 
springs ; and candidly attribute to their 
haying been too briskly set in motion^ the 
superfluous energy of the poor automa* 
ton's squeeze ]" 

She then beckoned the young man to 
come round to her chair^ and^ in high 
good-humour witl) him^ filled, his glass^ 
and invited him^ by her gestures^ to par- 
take of some of the fruit and cakes within 
her reach : but declining her offer^ he 
bowed to Adela as he raised the glass to his 
lips^ and having drank its contents^ appa- 
rently to her healthy stole quietly away. 

From that moment^ the company saw of 
him nothing further. It speedily became 
known^ that the old harper was no perma- 
nent inhabitant of the town from whence 
the other musicians Iiad been hired; but 
happening accidentally to be there when 
Mrs. Somerville sent to etv^a^^ IVv^xsl^ ^:^^ 

k3 
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the cirstomary harper of tfre plate being 
ifl^ this stranger had volunteered his ser- 
viceK^ and offered io be his substitute for 
the night. 
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CHAP. XL 
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The period appointed by Mr. Cleveland 
for the duration of his son's visits was now 
fast drawing to a close. Barbara and her 
brother were to depart at the same time. 
The reluctant murmurs of the latter were 
kicessant. Julius, though eager for change 
and novelty, as the moment of separation 
approached, ex[U*essed, and really felt— *as, 
indeed^ whatever he professed he always 
meant — the most cordial rej^ret. Barbara 
alone, arrived and took her leave with equal 
unconcern ; and exactly proportioned to the 
frigid temperance of her own feelings, were 
those, respecting herselfj^ qf the social party 

which she left behind. 

I- 

On the last evening of their stay at 
Kosedown, Adela, whilst walking with Ju- 
lius and Talbot in the pleasure grounds, 
found courage, for the first time, to begin 
talking pf Jief father. 



200 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

'^ Does be^ my dear Julius^ know I am 
here ?" said she. '' Will hc^ do you think, 
make any enquiries about mc, when he sees 
you ? Does he ever speak of*me ?" 

'' He never speaks much of any body; 
but he certainly knows that you are here/ 
for I have mentioned you several times in 
ray letters.'* 

^' Has he answered those letters ?** 

^^ A pretty question ! Do you think I 
would write to him twice if he did not 
answer me?" 

''And has he ever taken any notice of 
what you said about me ?'" 

'' Why, what are you plaguing yourself 
in this foolish manner for ? What does it 
signify whether he has ever taken notice of 
it or not? His two answers are neither of 
them half a page long,and he hardly, even, 
says a word about my sister Somerville." 

'^ Have you either of these letters in your 
pocket ?" 

'' Yes, I believe I have one of them ; — 
here it is — ^you may read if you have a 
mind, I have read it once, and what is 
more, I have answered it ; and that* s enough 
for me J in all conscience.'* 



\ 
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He then put into ber hand^ crumpled^ 
torn^ and defaced^ .a letter^ wfaich^ as she 
sighing received^ Adela could not forbear 
sajing to herself — 

*' Had this been addressed by the 
same \^riter^ to me^ should /have thus 
slighted and misused it? Oh, that my 
father would but once put me to the 
test!^ 

She read as much as was decipherable of 
the mangled scroll/ and found it^ though 
brief, most affectionately cordial » and a.!* 
most fraternally familiar. It contained no 
allusion to any other of the family than 
Julius ; was evidently penned in haste; 
and dated^ as Adela observed^ from the 
country residence of General Cleveland^ 
her uncle. 

'^ This/' said she^ as she concluded its 
perusal^ '' is the first writing of my father's 
I ever saw. May I keep it^, Julius ?" 

'' With all my heart/' replied its care- 
less owner. '' I should have been mighty 
glad too^ if you had had it to answer. ^I 
do hate that bore most confoundedly !'' 

'^ You would not thus undervalue the 

K 5 
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p^teasure of this correspondeneej if jou 
were denied it as I am !'' 

" The deuce, I should not J— Why, I 
never would have submitted to being denied 
it ! I would have written to him at all 
events ; and so might you, if you had any 
spirit ! Get a letter ready to-night, and I 
will carry it to him myself !'* 

''Do, my dear Adela!" interposed 
Talbdt. 

'' Oh, I dare not for the world !** cried 
she, turning pale at the mere idea. 

*' I thought as much !" said Julius^ 
laughing—'' but what can you be afraid 
of, child ? Though you think, perhaps, 
he would devour you alive, you may de- 
pend upon it, he would not eat your letter ! 
I never knew him relish' such unpalateable 
food!" 

" Ah, Julius ! This is an excellent jest 
to you, but it is a very sorrowful business 
to me ! However, do not urge me to write, 
^ I entreat ; nothing should tempt me, with- 
out some encouragement from more expe- 
rienced advisers, to hazard so great a li- 
berty. Yet, I thank you both, most sin- 



TBAITS OF NATyRE^ 20^ 

e^rely^ for wishing me to try an; means 
of inducing my father to remember my 
existence/' 

*' Well^ if you are such a little chicken- 
hearted soul^, I can't help it. But as my fa* 
ther never prohibited your writing to him, 
I would have delivered your letter with ais 
little hesitation as I would ask him ho\^ 
he does ! — How do you suppose you will 
ever be sent for home^ if you go on in this 
helpless manner? I wonder Elinor lets 
you pursue such a pitiful system ! I pro- 
mise youL, before I go back to Eton^ he 
shall hear your name pretty often men- 
tioned ! I will give Alicia her cue to b? 
asking something or other about you every 
day;' 

'^ Where is now my sister Alicia ?" en- 
quired Adela. 

'' Down at my uncle's, with my father. 
She wished very much to have been of our 
party hither ; and, at one time, we thought 
it was all settled ; but I know not for what 
F€i^son, my father suddenly changed his 
9wd. Perhftps he thought her too pretty 
ip gp trs^veUipg about with such a fine 
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dashing spark as this famous cousin of 



ours.-* 



'' My dear brother/' said Adela^ with 
great simplicity^ ^' it is you that are the 
dashing spark ! Cousin Talbot is as plain 
and quiet in his manners^ as if he had 
been brought up all his life at Dr. Hamp- 
den's." • 

Talbot was much pleased at this remark; 
but Julius^ ever prompt to repel reproof 
in whatever shape it came^ was beginning 
with some asperity^ to resent her implied 
attack upon the want of tranquillity in his 
own deportment^ when Mrs. Someryille sent 
to summon them home to tea. 

Adela remained in undisturbed felicity 
nearly a month at Rosedown after the de- 
parture of its other guests. Mr. and Mrs. 
Somerville^ ere autumn was over^ were un- 
der a promise of quitting home themselves^ 
to pay a visit to some distant friends. 
With the truest regret, they were then 
obliged to restore Adela to her early pro- 
tectors. She left them impressed with fer- 
vent gratitude for all their kindness, and 
fondly, as well as sincerely exhorted, to 
renew hex visit the succee^va^ ^>x\£^^\ . 
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At Dr. Hampden's^ on her return^ she 
\¥as greeted with open arms. No changes 
had occurred during her absence^ and the 
onlj noTeltj that awaited her^ was a letter 
from Talbot Cleveland. It was dated Eton^ 
and its contents were these : 

'' My dear Cousin^ 
'^ Julius told me to-day^ that he had heard 
either from you, or from]Mrs. SomerTilFe^that 
about the twentieth of this month you would 
be again established at Dr. Hampden's. I 
therefore direct my letter to you at his 
house. You will not think me officious 
and troublesome for writing it^ when you 
find it is chiefly for the purpose of talking 
to you of your father, that I take upon 
myself this cousin's privilege. Your brother 
is too idle to give yoii any part of the 
intelligence you may wish for. To me it 
is a pleasure on every possible account. 

*Mn pursuance of the intention he avowed 
to you at parting, it was the unwearied 
study of Julius, from the moment he saw 
my uncle, to find, or to make excuses, for 
rendering you the subject of conversation in 
his presence. Alicia admirably seconded his 
purpose by the curiosity V\\\\ >j^\i\Ocl ^op" 
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listened to him ; by the innumerable qnes'* 
tioDs she asked^ and the happy peraeyeraace 
with which she seemed delighted at all times 
to recur to this favorite theme. The attention 
of my father and mother was at length excited^ 
and they became almost as desirous to seek 
information about you as Alicia herself. 
My uncle, meanwhile— does not your heart 
now begin to beat? — sat silent, and ap- 
parently uninterested in the conversation; 
but Adeia, be assured, his indifference was 
indeed only apparent. I often observed 
him, when pretending not to hear us, and 
turning over the leaves of a book, I often 
observed him in the evident act of listening 
to our discourse; J saw, when your coun- 
tenance and features were described, a smile 
steal over his face; when Mrs. Somerville's 
affection for you, and the many kind things 
she frequently said of you, were related, I 
pefceived in him an air of real fatherly 
satisfaction : in short, he once so far forgot 
his assumed unconcern, whilst Julius was 
trying to recollect the words of some song 
he had heard you sing, as«to interrupt my 
father in the middle of a speech^ and Imui- 
tilj to ask-— 
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^^ ^ Has ^e iAiiy voice ? Is sbe learning 

filUfiiC ?' 

'* ^ Yes^ sir/ answered Julius^ very 
gravely ; ' and if all trades fail^ and she 
should be immured for life at the old 
physiC'sSiopy she may be enabled;, hereafter, 
to make a very pretty addition to the be- 
quest of grandmamma^ by giving lessons to 
the little masters and misses who go down 
to 8 for bathing and sea-air !' 

'^ ' My uncle frowned at this humiliating 
bint^ and turned away with a peevish 
* Pshaw !' which drew from the fearless 
Julius a hearty and unceremonious laugh. 
Alicia and I made signs to him to forbear ; 
and he abstained^ during the remainder of 
the time we were at my father's^ from ut- 
tering such hazardous sarcasms. But he is 
really very zealous in your cause^ and truly 
anxious that you should new live at *faome^ 
and be admitted to hold your proper pjaee 
in my uncle's favour and kindness. Alicia 
is sincere in good-wishes to the same eflSsci; 
and my father, I ath certain, wili contri- 
bute, by every argntnent in his power, to 
ftrward the aeeompHshment of so denrable 
an event. 
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'^ Since our return to Eton> the old he«rt« 
burnings and animosity between Julius and 
young Mordington have broken out with 
more vehemence than ever. I know not 
whether you will be most concerned at the 
fact^ or amused by its cause. — Just before 
the last vacations, a crony of your brother's^ 
on hearing thai he and I were to pay a visit 
to Mrs. Somerville in Northumberlandj 
dropped some extremely impertinent hints^ 
in the presentee of Mordington^ about the 
vicinity of Rosedown Court to the habita- 
tion of Lord Ossely^ and expressed a firm 
belief^ that the friendship between Julius 
and Algernon would be very little increased 
by so near a residence to each other. Mor* 
dington^ offended by the boy's manner^ de- 
manded what he meant. And this insolent 
meaning turned out to be^ that no sister of 
Julius Cleveland's would wish to visit or 
. be visited by any of Mordington 's relations. 
A violent quarrel was on the point of en- 
suing ; but some of the other boys inter- . 
posed^ and the business ended in a bet^ to a 
pretty considerable amount^ between Alger- 
jidn and your brother's pert friend. The 
object of this bet nvba; \!kv^\. ^^x^vc^taa 
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should either bring proof that he had 
gained admission into Mr. Someryille's 
house ; been well received by him and his 
lady ; been a party in whatever amusement 
might be going forward ; spent some hours^ 
and even eat and drank in their mansion^ or 
that he should acknowledge himself the 
loser^ and pay to his adversary the stipu- 
lated wager. All this^ my dear Adela^ he 
achieved in the semblance of — —, the old 
harper's son. Yes ; Algernon Mordington 
it was^ ^as he has furnished incontestible 
proofs whO; during so great a part of an 
evenings thus effectually imposed upon our 
senses^ and in every particular fulfilled the 
terras of his agreement. He has recorded 
to me all that you said when you rose from 
table to convey to him his solitary supper ; 
he has brought/ in evidence of his veracify, 
the little cornelian heart which you so re- 
luctantly surrendered ; in short, his testi- 
mony is so clear, ample, and unquestion- 
able^ that he has, by general acclamation, 
been adjudged to have won his bet, and 
the laugh of the whole* school is turned 
against bis opponent. Imagvcift V^^ ^^ 
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mortificatinB of ^s cirouti^«teiice hi$ 
tmdtd ta ewspecate the arfogaot: pariiisBi^p 
of Julius J and evea to. ircitate Julius him- 
self ! A^d abe¥eaUj judge how the remem- 
brance of thei FjC^ugh squeeze which jour 
bf other receiyedfrom l^e sup^iosed Dumn^, 
centribrutes to gall and enrage him ! Neverj 
mj dear Adeta^ as. yqu would preserYe tbe 
warm regard that Julius now feels for jou, 
neTer^, after this^ speak to him of Mording- 
too as your distinguished friend^! 

'' Your po(^ Httle innocent heart has 
been an additional cause of contention. 
Julius very haughtily demanded either its 
isHaediate restoration to you^ or its resig- 
nation to himself. Algernon equally re- 
fused eompliance with both these awards ; 
and he is now distinguished, amongst your 
brother's, witty adherents, by the appellation 
of ihe Knave of Hearts ! I much questioDi 
however, whether this title has ever been 
applied to him in his own hearing. 

"The length of this letter will not, I 
hope, quit^ ei^haujst your patience. It 
should meet with some favour, for it speaks 
to^ou of those you love, though of no one | 
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who more affectionatelj' regapdi y^iu^tiiaii 
dtar Ad)eia^ 

^ ftirpf bed amf ent^f fauicd^ m< Ad«Iar wa«^ 
bjr' tkis^ accmiBt of tile old faarper'is poc^** 
teh^dsoDs slie yet felt seriously coacented 
th^t* so liarmles^^ tho^u^ rid'ieulou^ a frolicj 
should kave tended to widens tke breach be- 
tween Julitiar and Mordingtoii ; and she 
iSrewisis erperfenced something very like 
pique ai tJie pet serer in^ silenfee and caution 
with which the latter thought proper to 
conceal himself, during' the whate eyemng, 
fronr her. 

^ It wouW' have been -such a pl^eaisure to 
me/* cried' she^ ''to have «rh«heu hand^ 
wfth him ; to have heard the ^ell-remem- 
bered sound of his voice ; to hive seen him^ 
if but for a moment^ without that hideous 
red wig! I wonder he could have the 
heart to remain near me so long^ and not 
once to say^ ' Adela^ how do you do ?' I 
am sure, he can very little tell when we 
may meet again." 

But the half-angry sensalvow^ oc^^.ivyci^^ 
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tiy thai part of Talbot's letter relating to 
her former playfellow^ were preseotlj super- 
seded bj joy at the information which he 
communicated ' respecting her father. jShe 
had often been urged to diligence in her 
stu^ies^ by assurances that the securest pass- 
ports to Mr. Cleyeland's hearty would be 
talents and information; Sir Frederic Ro- 
salvan^ the liberal defrayer of all Ihe ex- 
penses attending the cultivation of these 
talents^ being unwearied in his endeavours 
to establish in her mind the most perfect 
conviction of a circumstance so important 
to her future destiny. Talbot's assertion; 
that her musical abilities had beed so ear* 
nestly enquired into, fully confirmed Sir Fre- 
deric's prognostics ; and nothing could sur- 
pass the indefatigable industry with which 
she now. applied to every pursuit marked 
out for her by her generous and benevolent 
adviser. 
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CHAP. XII. 



INVETERACY. 



The two eldest sons of Dr. Hampden^ 
William^ and the ever-gentle and well- 
disposed Reuben, were now fast approaching 
to the age when it was becoming necessary 
to decide on their future destination. 
Their father, prosperous in his profession, 
and rich! J provided with friends acquired 
by his own merit, was amply enabled to 
give his boys every requisite assistance to- 
wards completing their education at Col- 
lege; and wished the eldest to devote himself 
to medicine, aud his brother to make choice 
of the church. A living, in ^he gift of one 
of his wealthiest patients, was likely to be- 
come vacant in a very few years ; and this 
living the doctor received a positive pro- 
mise should then be presented to whichever 
. of his sons made choice of the clerical pro- 
fessioa. Reuben willingVy «LCCQt^e.^ ^Sficw 
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his father's wishes ; but William^ acknow- 
ledging great reluctance to embrace the 
plan of life chalked out for him^ threw his 
mother into an agony of alarm^ by declaring 
a determined preference for the army. As 
a physician, the ambitious youth obseryed^ 
he should probal)ly be doomed for life to 
abide obscurely in a remote and paltry 
country town^ detached from all comaier^e 
with the world, deprived of every weans of 
rising to reputation or liommr. ISkcmM 'fae 
even establish liimself in Lon'd^to^ wh4t 
friends, whal; reeomtnendations could 4fe 
there expect? But in the army, heassertefl, 
liis attainment df distinction would depend 
upon his own exertions ; be sbotild thei*e 
stand or fall by bis own eflTorts, t)r liis o^mt 
neglect. In shoit, he argued ^so strata* 
ously in Support of this long-cherished^ 
though but ne\Vly-avoWca project, that his 
father, ^;vfth whatever violence to -his feel- 
ings, both as a husband and as a parefrt^ 
at length granted a reluctant assedt to his 
wishes ; and the self-willed yotrfh, ever 
till now, the liope and delight of his 'mo- 
tber's heart, almost btoVe l\\at ^^kttionafte 
heart, and drove lict to ditiS^Vc, \i^ ^^ 
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^tup^tteBB ynih wbkh he resisted ber sup*- 
frticatf otis^ ttbd tite cruel oomposure^ as she 
lObmieA it, mih ^hidh he left iketn, soon 
t^fkir, to enter « miliary academy. 

Algernon Mordington^ on learning tfirom 
Dr. Hampden^ witih whom he still main- 
taine»d a grateful and afiecitionate correspon- 
dence^ the path of life his two friends had 
fixed upon, sent to each a valuable preisent 
of books adapted to their respective studies; 
and to his early favorite^ Adela^ a brief let- 
ter from his sister^ Eudocia Mordington^ 

the tenour of which was as fc/llows t 

\ , ■ . 

*' Mordington Castle, Nov. %. 
'^1 HAVE not the pleasure to know you, 
my dear Miss Cleveland, and yet my bro^ 
ifaer has talked of yoli so often, that I al- 
cbost feel as if I "W^s writing to a friend. 
He has played the thicff at Mr. Somerville's 
at your expense ; the pretty cornelian heart 
be robbed you of, I have seen. May I 
venture to own, that the moment he shewed 
it me, I was seized with a terribly covetous 
wish to keep it, and to wear it for your 
sake ? Let me indulge this wirfh ; and per- 
tiiH me to substitxiie f or ftie tntfti^eV. ^I^^n^ 



\ 
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I dqyrive you^ one/which has belonged to 
mjself^ and which it would give me equal 
pride and pleasure to learn that you some- 
times condescend to wear in remembrance, 
dear Miss Cleveland, of 

- Yours most truiy, 

'' EUDOCIA. MORDINGTON.** 

Accompanying this flattering little letter, 
came a small pearl cross, the most elegant 
ornament Adela had yet possessed, and ren- 
dered doubly valuable to her by having 
been the property of Algernon*s sister. She 
wrote her grateful and pleased concurrence 
in the transfer ; and the same day, indulged 
a proud satisfaction in communicating to 
Talbot, for the information of her brother 
(and, if he pleased, of all his school con- 
fedei'ates) the unequivocal justification of 
the Knave of Hearts. 



Another year had now elapsed, and Adela 
had not yet been blessed with a sight of h^i 
father ; had not, in any degree^ obtained 
from him the notice and favour Talbot 
CJeveland so delude e\^ \.^>]i^\. W to ex- 



1 
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pect. Mrs. Somerville's promised invitation, 
to Rosedown waa« however^ repeated; and 
there^ Adela had again an opportunity of 
aeeing her brother^ and there^ also^ she 
became acquainted .with her still unmarried 
sister^ Alicia. Both these youthful re- 
lations, were^ in every respect as kind and 
friendly to her as she could wish : but the^ 
equally avoided feeding her with hoper for 
which their father's unrelenting coldness 
gave so little foundation ; and^ by mutual 
consent^ abstained as much as possible from 
making him the subject of conversation in 
her presence. 

To the other advantages attending these 
periodical excursions to Rosedown^ was 
added the benefit to Adela of an early in- 
troduction to the best society. Mr. Somer- 
ville's fortune^ house^ and establishment 
were large ; and the liberality of his heart 
kept pace with the extent of his possessions.. 
Guests of every degree^ amongst the po- 
lished and well informed^ were welcomed 
and caressed beneath his roof: and through-* 
out the county^ to the sole exclusion of the 
inhabitants of Mordington Castie^ there 
was not a single family « ernvvvexA. ^^&«x ^<!i5^ 

VOL. I. ' 1^ 
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Tsiik or taerft, Wffli \i^Wdi *c failed to k^e'p 
%sp an easy and dd/di^l fdt^rcotfrse. Btit 
the Vfecouiit ahd his fedy, fliefr nefetdt 
ndghbotirs, 'aiid, as such, ftie rndivMtrdSl 
wfth VehOm Mir. ai!id Mh. Sdmetvinte 'tncfiit 
whhM to be lipoti a footing of stmity, in- 
flexibly iand invariably hdd aloof. No r^a- 
sdn "was evier assigned for this singularity ; 
but its unsocial haughtiness was by ^ttj 
one loudly censured^ though by notie tiioth 
ri^gretted than by Adela. 

Yet, the confidential and juvenile corres- 
pondence she Ibdg tnaintained with Alger- 
non, had gradually, and now, altnost en- 
tirely, ceased. He had quitted Eton a con- 
siderable time, and was removed to one of 
the Utiit^rsities. Alfred Mordington, Lbrd 
Ossely's infiriii and siiffeHrig 'too, had 
breathed his la^t, leaving the path of suc- 
cession to the title and estate of his politic 
father, unibolestedly Open to his ouce-ne- 
glected, but now, pYotidly ehefiBhed coUdib. 
A report '6obn became prevalent, after tfre 
death of this unfortunate young man, 'that 
a marriage was iu agitdtion betv^eeu Al- 
ffernon, Und one of the Viscbunt's daugh- 
ters. The turnout tladVj «^x^^^ ^ \to -^^ 



RojBedowo Goiifl;,^ altliough oeither LotA 
Osselj nor Any of his family, )that Mimner^ 
vkited Northttoibeilaail. Julius, ^wlio was 
pm$efii wbra the pcobabilitj of )thi8 aUianoe 
\ns diAOiissed, with woU remambered aoi- 
mosity against hifiAclKiol-fCoteinpompy, osied 
iont — 

^'J never heard a better piece of ii^w« in 
my >Iife! A jubilee oug^ht to (be fadd 
throughout the >land in token of thankful- 
ness to /these insolent Mordiogtoos for ^in- 
termarry iug amongst each other, aud^fof- 
fbearing to thrust any of their arrogant ^sons 
and daughteni into better, or, at 'leasts 
more umtfendiog families r 

Mrs. Someniilleand Adela looked at htm 
with a reproving shake of the bead; and 
the former ^gravely said-*-^ 

''How ktstif^ and bitter are your roseuto 
meats, Julius ! " 

'^ Oh, don't attempt to moralise^ with* me^ 
dear Elinor, about that fellaw Mording- 
ton ! So rooted and' confirmed is my detes* 
tation of him, that, with all the adyantages 
of wealth, title, and inflaeooe be may here- 
afiter po8e«», I would sooner, much sooner^ 
hetold Aiieia or Adela ijVag ^^^^ ^ "esq 
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feet^ than hear that either of them vere 
likely to give me such a brother !** 

'^ This is abomioable^ and really wicked 
enmity !** cried Mrs. Somerville^ shocked 
at his vehemence—^' For heaven sake^ Ju- 
Uus^ talk of som'ething else !" 

''Well, well, don't look so piously 
scared, and I will only say one word more, 
and then close the chapterr. Do you know, 
that there is as cordial an aversion between 
old Ossely and my father, as between me 
and his precious heir ? Yonr tnamma, la- 
dies,'' l^owing to his sisters Elinor, and 
Alicia, '' was once destined to the high ho- 
nour and dignity of being my Lady Vis- 
countess Ossely. Our papa, a gallant, gay 
Lothario, in those days, though now a 
very sober and discreet gentleman, saw this 
pretty peet'ess elect, and taking one of those 
-perverse kind of fancies to her which we are 
all too apt to take to forbidden fruit, he 
ogled, and sighed, and swore, and wept-r 
and, at last, so effectually molified the fair 
damsel's unambitious heart, as to induce 
lier to forego the splendour of a coronet for 
the humble privilege of becoming plain 
Mrs. Cleveland. ^ViVa \xetovc» ^laum^ks:.^ \!aR 
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doughty Peer was unreasonable enough to 
take in extreme dudgeon^ and even to con* 
deam as treacherous. There were many ap- 
prehensions entertained amongst the friends 
of the angry noble> and the successful com- 
moner^ that the dispute would end in a re- 
ference to the arbitration of sword or pistol : 
btit DO such turbulent proceedings ensued. 
A herd of interposing mediators compro- 
mised the matter upon less sanguinary 
terms; and they were content^ as meek 
christians ought to be, to hate each other 
in silence, and to hand down to their pos- 
terity, unimpaired, the gentle rancour of 
their own hearts/' 

The surprise of Mrs. Somerville and 
Alicia, not onlyut the circumstances of this 
story, but at the levity with which it was 
told, was both manifest and indignant. Ju- 
lius, however, heeded not their reprehen- 
sions, and laughed at their gravity. 

" Why, now, you ought to be very much 
obliged to me, Elinor,"' added he, ^^ for^ 
saving you, by the relation of so authentic 
an anecdote, the trouble of crazing your 
poor brains any longer, with that world of 
coajectme ia vfhich you \\flkNe \»ecw\i««^- 

l3 
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dered^ ta find out the reatea whjp the Os- 
seins never wojuld viait you ! I think 1 have 
Iai4 that subject of perplexity at rest as 
G<Hnp4eteIj a» if I had charaMd it to sleep 
hy » fiecromaficer's rod ! There are olher 
matters of puzzle and wonder/ glaoeiiig> 
unobserved by her^ a signifkant look to- 
Wiards Adela^ [^ which I co«rldj witli c^ual 
facility el ueidate. But betievinj^^ as ia 
duty bounds that there is a time to talk^ 
and a time to be silent^ I shall withhold fn* 
the present^ all further specimen of mj sa- 
gacity in the art of expotindiiig mysterieB.** 

This hini^ as its flighty utterer expected, 
raised the curiosity of Mrs. Semerville, at 
911 timeA zealously interested in every thing 
that related to Adela^ and induced ber to 
seize the irst opportunity of bein^ alone 
with her brother to demand its explamition« 

"To tell you the truth/' cried he, 
''these interruptions are just vtrhat I 
liranted. I^have something upon my con- 
science regarding poor little Adela, which 
I am impatient to disburthen. Would you 
believej that vi^ell as I wish her, and un- 
willing as I should be to do ker any mis« 
chief, I am yet, tvmi^\e %.% \ %\»Ddk V»k^^ iu 



stJil^ kq^ps her in j^^misbm^nyt ? Ajre^ you may 
M^^ll stare! Bu:tj pow^ li^ep to me. At a 
^lf^f^ed 4uU dinner at mj u^Ie's^ tHe Lord 
kpowa hoW' long ago^ but^ Ijipwever^ s^ g^o4 
whil? aJCt^r I V4 fi' ^^ seei;! Adela down here^ 

drawD^ tQ fftst i^j ftye^^ i;oiind t^^ f oom ui 
se^rcj^ Otf sQip^etbit^- more s^p^ijag tQ look 

{>|u2( o£ gQQi d^ar qglj ^arbfra^^ I ^^ejily, 
espyed, or faaci«4 I espj^edj ^ r^ai^rki|,]ble 
Iik^?8& 4o Ad^l*! in ^ picture^ hanging over 
the, ct^imaey, of ^ verj pr^% girl ret^^^ag tQ 
her school-mistress. 4Kci# y>^ *miV*£- V^~ 
side me^ ^^4 giving her a, jog, I bst^e her 
l«)ek wp* *n<l tqlij her pf t^va tfswgi^tlflfiQp, I 
i^ just dia«;oY^ed. A*. I hft4 ivKt HKpk«n 
i? *;g^»fMrde4 ^piqe, i^ »qnt <??erlw*r4 PW. 

Nqw> iMir i>«r«»»(fr^<^, be it ^dawo t« you^, 
pce«ioiUf f^unt qf flm«, bej'ciB^ *U other 

Ufiflg ^ig^t* ! Witb the f!<»ple8t naalignitj, 
she ^^8 APd loqks^ Uppo mftiure 4^Ub^a- 
tiQR, the vilest p(ovpki(\9 tbing* c»f *ny 

plftysiblf) ^e^ftb^l ip cv««^iQQ ! WM, ^infe 

you,, was her rfipark ugion tU* ^sa(i«ibj,«i«fi» 
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I had been fool enough to point out ? Why 
this : that it was extremely probable the 
likeness really existed^ since that picture 
had always" been thought^ by herself^ and 
many others^ very similar in countenance 
and features to Adela's mother at the time 
of her marriage with my father. And> thedj 
with .an hypocritical sigh, she added — 

'^^ I am sorry the poor girl inherits a re- 
semblance that will rc^^ive the recollection 
of a person, it would be ^o much better 
should be eternally forgotten !" 

'' Is it possible/' cried Mrs. Someryille, 
resentfully, '^ my aunt could make such a 
speech in my father's hearing ?*' 

" She made it," resumed Julius, ^^ not 
quite in her usual tone, yet audibly enough 
for him to catch every word of it. If a 
look of mine could have killed her, she had 
not now been alive to make such another ! 
My poor father turned as pale as death ; 
yet said nothing, but poured himself out a 
glass of wine which almost suffocated him 
in his haste to swallow it. My uncle 
eagerly sought to divert the conversation ; 
and I, trembling with passion, gave our 
blessed aunt such dead\y ^9iXLc.^%> lVv».t I 
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wonder she bore me in the rooni^ or chose 
to remain in it herself! On our retura 
home,— for it was in town this passed,— my 
father Boletnnlj commanded me, as I valued 
my honour and veracity, plainly to tell him^ 
whether I had indeed been struck by the 
, likeness in question, or had, as on so many 
former occasions, merelj been seeking an 
excuse for making Adela the subject of dis- 
course ? — Thus called upon, I could not 
deny the reality of the resemblance, though^ 
I assured him it was very slight.— He 
pressed his hand forcibly upon my shoulder 
after I had spoken; and with great agita- 
tion;, said, — ' Ask me not again, Julius, to 
receive this poor young creature beneath 
my roof! Obscurity wil^ be her best de- 
fence from the opprobrium attached to her 
birth. ' I will not have her mother's name 
recalled to remembrance; I will not run 
the hazard of forgetting what is due to a 
child who is innocent, and, yet, whose'like- 
ness to a guilty womatij might tempt me to 
loath and curse her every time she 'crossed 
my path !" — 

'' Dreadful, dreadful !'' exclaimed Mrs. 
SomervUlej shuddering, awd. ^o^^i\Bk^V^ 

1.5 



Aiee t^ritli her hands— ''Oh, Jidiusl Ca» 1 1*^ 
k ftttoefi ^ho has been so ifidulg^fit to hit \ ^ 
ether children, be so harsh to thra dear, nn- ^ ^ 
^fifefiding girl ? Is she, i;ritfa all her beauty, 
Md a purity so Spotless, to be senteneed 
perpetual seclusion on aeconnt of her mo- 
therms errors ?— I cannot bear the thonght ! 
Whilst I have life and a home, she shall 
never "want a friend or an asylum ; a friend, 
1 mean, ^ho shall draw her merits forth te 
view i who shall introdm^e her to the world 
tipon an advantageous and honourable foot- 
ing !**^And you, my dear J\ilius, who will 
hereafter have such ample power to servi^ 
her; to enlarge her slender pittance; to 
ktfotd her countenance in society— you, I 
trust, will act by her the part of a generous, 
and really affectionate brother V 

*^ I hope,'* said Jirlius, *' yon do rae the 
Justice, without requiring from me totemn 
^protestations, to believe thtft aM this is fully 
my ifrtctnon. But, dear Elinor, should my 
father Jiay you a sudden visit, what will 
you do then ? Where will you send poor 
Adela to keep her out of his way ?** 

" I wouM not send her any where. My 
Ikther neter f ortmd xbtj t««ma%\«t \ xskj ^ 



Imkaowi, mA I ylieuld ^^r^efore tuppose/ 
ineiilfr uppf p¥ei^ her aamial visits to us. if 
be pooin^iided her not to be biouglit into 
Ills presence^ she sbauid liye ia my apart- 
ment: but be nevet should be fiiraiAed 
with M $^3i.€iise for pCTseveraqce in bis un- 
satuiral ayoJulaiii^e^ by being taught to be- 
4ieVej that I had disinissed ber like a culprit 
fisom the bouse T' 

Mfs. Scjfmi^ villa spoike with an boneat 
&fvour that heightened the ecviour in ber 
.cheeks^ and encreased tbe aaimatiop ofiier 
ifi^ ; and Julius^ laiigfaing at the prompt 
emotifm she displayed^ cried jout^ 

^^ 1 like thy spirk meU, my serene and 
'pd^cid Mster l^^rrGood Lord ! Haw these 
«mke-rbelie(¥je gentle soids^ wben onee they 
jare put into commotion^ sparkle^ bounce^ 
and dy i But thou dost bounce^ most nobie 
Jiljel]^ in ao good a cause^ that I not only 
fiOtinuiiidrrr-I adore thee for it ! 
^ fie than ffJfe her a basty^ jbiiit aflEectioi^- 
Mi» .embrace, aad sallied forth on bis^ ac- 
tOnaimBed i]i0|raiogidde.vvith Mr. Somer^lle. 

The piicy eetod inarriagejof AigjeirAoo Mint* 
dingtoDj a «ague report ef ^bicb, had al- 
jxsdf iwveUed iufca l!iiic%QkXs3ik^^^»il^ ^^^ 

1^^ I 



fully confirmed^ at the approach of autunfOj 
by a letter which Adela received frotn her 
friend^ Ruth Hampden. Mordington^ she 
said, had lately written to her father, in his 
accustomed style of frankness and affection, 
to claim his good-wishes, and his congratu- 
lation : he had sent, she added, the kindest 
messages to the whole family, Adela in- 
eluded ; and to Ruth's two eldest brothers, 
the most cordial invitation to pay hjm a 
visit in town, the ensuing winter. ^^ The , 
marriage, Ruth concluded^ ^^ must, ere this, 
beover ; for he announced that it was fixed 
for last Tuesday. Do you not join with 
us most sincerely in wishing him happy? 
But, how youngs bridegroom,— only just 
twenty! My father says he should have 
taken, or rather, his uncle should have 
allowed him, more titneto look about him.*' 
Adela had no reason, since Julius had 
now quitted Rosedown, to withhold from 
public communication the contents of this 
letter. Mr. and Mrs. Somerville listened 
to the intelligence with tranquil wishes for 
the young man's felicity, not wholly un- 
mixed with regret, that he had thus in- 
^dissoluhly strengtliened \i\& coi3k\!k^^\Ii^\i^\^ 
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a family so unfriendly to their own : whilst 
the surprise of Adela^ had it not been 
lessened by the rumours of this eVent which 
she had previously heard^ would almost 
have disposed her to suspect^ that the 
Hampdens were trying experiments upon 
hc^r credulity. An engagement so . filer ious^ 
entered into for life^ by one she could yet 
scarcely prevail upon herself to think of but 
as a school-boy^ seemed to surpass belief ! 
she mentally protested it was as ridiculous 
as if she had married herself: and hastening 
to her owjf) room with the open letter in her 
faand^ and a laugh upon her face^ she eagerly 
proclaimed the extraordinary news to the 
faithful^ and scarcely less astonished^ Amy^ 

'' Ah, good young Massa Algernon !** ^ 
exclaimed the unguarded nurse, ^' What 
great pity he in such a hurry ! Me always 
meant him take you for wife V* 

'^ Take me !" repeated Adela, staring 
-with unaffected amkzement at this suggest 
tion, '' My dear Amy, how can you talk 
such wild nonsense ?'' 

'^ It no nonsense at all, dear Missy. He ' 
always love you, he always say, yovi^x^Wcw^A* 
girl in the tvorld; he make yo\x \CvcA» '^^^ 
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good^empered^ merrj^ nice Imsbmnd ; aud 
me y^rj^ very sorry lie go throw kknidf 
iiWay upon proud^ fine cousia !** 

^^ If I wis not quite sure^" cried AdeU^ 
'' that you are talking at random^ I shouid 
ask yoii^ Amy, why you speak in lueh harsk 
terms of Algernon's poor hride : but as I 
Mm well aware that you can know notjtiiig 
about her, I feel no uoeasineas at l^hat yo« 
say.- 

^* Me no want ynu, d^ar Missy, to fioel 
unea^tnefls ; but me do know aonethiBg 
about her. The ser^vants at Merdiiigtoii 
Castle, no mind what they tell ; no C9mt 
either for lord or lady ; and they say, aw) 
m^ hen all what they say, down stair^^ 
they 00y, one of their young Missya, she 
make love to Massa Algernon ; and when 
be by# O, she smile bo sweet, and speak sd 
kind; and when be not by, «he so cross; 
f qA j^£f hfir aisier, aad pout her fether, 
and Y€K ber mother, and make all the ^er* 
vaots rttn, aad give nothing but troubkte 
all the whole house !'* 

Adda looked .aghast at tUs alarming 
MGCtmut : butj e^er ^iUmg to indulge ^ope, 
Ji&er ji few imimaiM t eAeci\»si, tkv^ wA^ 
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'^ So odious a portrait^ if^ indeed^ it can 
resemble any one related to Algernon^ is 
not the likeness of the cousin he has mar- 
ried ! Her smiles in hi^ pre^epee^ could not 
disguise her real character from his sister; 
and do you imagine she would have forborn 
to warn her brother . of the danger of 
making such a choice? The eldest Miss 
Mordington^ he always in his letters^ spoke 
of rery highly ; and it is her, I have not 
any doubt, he has married.** 

Amy had no positive means of disproving 
a conjecture to which Adela seetned to find 
such comfort in clinging ; and, more dis- 
posed to condemn than applaud herself for 
what she had already unnecessarily pro- 
claimed, she affected to be convinced by her 
young lady's reasoning, and talked immedi- 
ately of other things. 
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REPININGS. 

To the other grievances that had marked 
the progress of Adela's early years — her 
mother's lamentahle dereliction from con- 
jugal fidelity^ her own banishment from 
the paternal roof, add the untimely loss she 

, had sustained' of her grandmother*s protec- 
tion^ was added^ just as she attained her 
eighteenth year^ the afflicting intelligence 
of the decease of another of her most anx- 
ious and invaluable friends. This was Sir 
Frederic Rosalvan. When the unforeseen 
tidings reached her^ she was at Rosedown 
C{>urt ; and her first impulse would have 
b^en to hasten with sympathizing sorrow 
to the lonely widow — ^the truly pitiable sur- 
vivor of a man whom she had j ust reason^ 
but for one unfortunate cause^ to revere 
and honour. Dread of her father's displea- 

sure, however, disttacleA. ^xA. \iOA ^^^\ 
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Adda in suspense and awe. The letter 
containing an account of Sir Frederic's 
sudden decease^ was penned^ at her mother*^ 
desire^ by a confidential attendant ; it spoke 
of her lady's grief in terms that led to the 
apprehension it wore a character of the 
gloomiest despair. She had not^ the humble 
writer observed^ a single friend or adviser 
near her ; Sir Frederic^ it was feared^ had 
died without compreting and signing his 
will ; and her mistress was in hourly dread 
of being driven by his relations from the 
quiet asylum she had so long inhabited; 
Yet no direct attempt was made to prevail 
on Adela to undertake the hazardous expe- 
riment of paying her a visit ; but every line 
betrayed that such an act^ at a time of ca- 
lamity so heavy^ would be more healing to 
her mother's sufiering spirit^ than any other 
species of consolation that could be ten- 
dered to her, 

' The difficulties in wh^ch Adela was in- 
volved on this occurrence^ were canvassed 
over^ and most feelingly weighff# and par- 
ticipated in^ both by Mrs. Somerville and 
her ever-benignant partner. They mutually 
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3^%Qe^, tlmt had shie beeo a cherished and 
eMablishe4 resideoA ii» her father's oaansioOj 
e.verjf dictate of duty aiui propri^tj ought 
tp have withheld lieri ujUe^ 9apctipne<l hj 
his authority^ from payiog to his divorced 
'yjfife particuUr personal attention; bot^ 
oa^t off a» she \?aa» the ca^e appeared, to 
them widely different ; and their hearts 
whispered what their lips sca,rcely ^afed 
breathe/ that thus abandoned by one parents 
there could be little reason to ju^ntify het 
neglecting the o:Sered attachpaent of th^ 
other^ especially whilst that other wasi in 
distress and sorrow. Yet« not tp rest the 
sole decision of a question which they 
deemed so important^ upon their own j ud^ 
ment^ Mrs. SoHiervill^ undertook to write 
to Jutiusj and urge him to give ^i^ opinion 
of the affair. He was slowly recovering^ 
she knew^ from a dangerpns indisposition^ 
but^ she hoped^ was now in a state to send 
a circumstantial answer to their enquiries. 
!Q^6anwhi|e ^dela'^ heart dictated^ and she 
hastened ti^^ispatch the'mpst toothing and 
tender condolences to her widowed mcrflier ; 
she ventured to makei no promi^ of repair^ 
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lug ta her^ but she expressed^ as she really 
felt^ the most ardent desire to be permitted 
to contribute to her reUef and comfort j 
professed the greatest anxiety to hear qfi 
her^ or from het, speedily again^ and urged 
to her every motive she could suggest for 
stcuggling to support with courage the ca-. 
lanikity which seemed so nearly to overwhelm 
her. 

As early as Mrs. Somervilie could rea- 
sonably expect, she received the following 
answer from her brother : 

'' Dear Elinor, 
'^ I WRITE ;in pain, so I shall not write 
much. 

'^ My father has learnt by the news- 
papers, the death of Sir Frederic Rosalvan. 
He vras in my room when the paragraph 
first struck my eye, and anxious, on Lady 
Rosalvan's account, to discern its effect 
upon him, I read it, as if taken by surprise, 
aloud. He started from his chair at the 
abhorred name, and walked iff great dis- 
turbance about the room. Gentle feelings^ 

m 

my dear Elinor, were far from being the 



236 TRAITS Ot NATURE. 

most conepicuoiis : — we are good haters in 
our familj ! Adela's visit must not depend 
upon the issue of any application made to 
him : the project^ indeed^ had better not be 
referred to his decision : but let her^ bj all 
means^j perform this act of almost indispen- 
sible duty. I am strongly in favour of the 
step ; and should blame ever ensue^ either, 
to her or to yourself^ say boldly^ that I^ the 
brother of Adela^ approved^ and even ad- 
vised -the measure ; and be assured^ that 
with equal boldness^ I will justify and 
avow my interference ! I love my father ; 
but after all^ I see not why we should now, 
at leasts in private as well as public^ wholly 
neglect my mother. 

'' I am getting well as fast as a silent 
and dull room^ dieting, and weakness from 
loss of blood will allow me. I wish yoa 
had been in town to nurse me ! Alicia does 
not exchange the pleasures of rural retire- 
ment for the dissipation 6f London till next 
spring ; and then only^ if Mr. Erington re- 
vives. He is at present sorely bad — I sus- 
pect^ in a decided consumption. ' She had 
better never hate married him. 
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^ 

'^ jidieu^ dear Ellen. Remember me to 
Mr. Somerville, and believe me your ever 
affectionate brother^ 

'^ Julius Cleveland." ♦ 

This answer^ vrhicb^ by its^bluntness^ and 
its peremptory tone of fearless indepen- 
dence^ was so characteristic of its rash and 
undisciplined writer^ Mrs. Somerville only 
communicated to Adela in part ; suppress* 
ing whatever related to the illness of her 
brother^ as judging such information wholly 
useless^ and^ at this time^ merely calculated 
to encrease^ unnecessarily, the concern and 
anxiety she already suffered. The counsel , 
which Julius gave, so consonant to Adela's 
earnest wishes^ was acted upon without 
delay. She made willing preparations for 
her jouraey, the instant its propriety seemed 
admitted; and Mr. Somerville^ with the 
considerate affection that marked all his 
proceedings towards her, undertook to ac^ 
company and protect her on the way. This 
offer was the more grateful to Adela, as she 
flattered herself that if Lady Rosalvan 
should be found involved in difficulties with 
Sir Frederick's heita^ tVie ipt^wsv^^^S. '^\b5s». 
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SO respectable^ would gtrestly coatribute to 
support and enoourage lier. Amy — so justly 
denomiDated by Julius his sister^s in^epara&fe 

^ ^-of course atleaded bar on this expedi- 
tion ; and Mrs. Somerville with the moat 
generous solicitude^ did every tiang in her 
power to promote their comfort on a jonr- 
ney> which yet^ by depriving her at once <rf 
the society of her busband and her sister/ 
so essentially diminished her own. 

Adela had never seen her -unhappy mo* 
ther since the memorable interview^ whicbj 
when a child^ passed between them al 
6 At that time, ^he knew not, it will 

be remembered, the close affinitjrrthat bound 
them to each other. But Dr. Hampden, 
pressed from year to ysar to encoura^ the 
correspondence Sir I^rederiok wished her to 
keep up with his wife> bad at length deemdi 
it expedient to reveal to his yoting ward, as 
much of her mother's ^tory as served to 
account for so persevering ababit of inter* 
course. The melancholy truth had been 
communicated with every extenuating cir« 
cumstancea tale of sudh a nature eould 
admit. Adela, discarded by her father, 
and never * eacouta^ged. \o \«h% \«Hi> ^'sifett 

i^pon the idea of Viet mol\L« VViSsi ^^oSSvw 
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fondness nt^d eommiseratioD. Their mu- 
tual letters 'Weire as tender as the longed 
acnd tnOst intiriiate association under this 
siftie toof 'could ^bave'made them ; and het 
impatience^ as they speeded on their jotrr^- 
ney^ to reach its termination^ could scarcely 
have been ^greater^ had she been hastening 
to a paredt from whose fostering care mer^ 
acddent had caused her to undergo* a tern* 
pdrary Separation. 

Lady RosalvaUj prepared for the visit 
libout to bless her^ by a note dispatched^ 
express^ from the last post-house at "i^hicli 
they changed horses, was yet so nearly 
overcome by mingled emotions of gratitude^ 
conscious shame, and maternal affection/thtft 
Aiiela trembled, lest she should behold her 
sinking from her arms, in utter insensibility, 
to the floor. The violence of these feel- 
ings, however, was relieved by tears, anB 
the soothing endearments of her lovely 
comforter. With alternate smiles and sad- 
ness. Lady Rosal van gazed upon the bloom- 
ing face, on which, hitherto, no self-re- 
proach, no tardily-repented errors, had im- 
printed the^r baneful and indelible traces. 



\ 
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Such as Adela now appeared^ s^e once re- 
membered to have been; 'such as, alt that ' 
moment, she with bitter reflection acknow- 
ledged herselfr— oh, might Adela never be- 
come! 

Mr. Somerville, on this first evening of 
the long-deferred meeting between mother 
and daughter, forbore all intrusion upon 
their privacy, and retiring immediately to 
the apartment allotted to him, beguiled 
the time with a book, till hjs usual hour of 
betaking himself to rest. In the morniogi 
Lady Rosal van met him in the breakfast- 
room ; she was now more tranquil, though 
the habitual dejection of her spirits, strug- 
gling with the new-born sentiments of jpy 
which Adela's arrival had awakened, still 
gave to her countenance an expression diffi- 
cult to define between animation and lan- 
guor. Infinite beauty was yet visible in 
her whole person ; she was faded and pale, 
but her features were unimpaired ; her de- 
portment was graceful though diffident; 
her movements, gentle, unhurried and femi- 
nine ; and hei^ general appearance, in Mr. 
Somerville's eye, was so captivating^ that 
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she' iaimediately impressed bira with senti-i 
merits of th^ trnest pity^ aiid the most liveljr 
iiiterest and admiration^ 

III the course of tfaait day^ the oaljone 
he meant to spend with her^ unless his ser-^ 
tices couid be palrticularty useful^ he ga-' 
thered frorn her^ ih the absence of Adela^ 
a circumstaiitiftl account of the present pos- 
ture of her affairs. The principal heir 
of her deceased husband, she informed 
bim> was his brother/ an nnmarried man, 
and one'who^ fortuoately for herself, be- 
trayed no avidity for raotiey, nor any dis- 
position to torment her by contesting the 
spH'it of Sir Frederic's will, however it 
might, in the letter, be found open to chi- 
cane. With this gentleman, 8h6 had/the 
day previous to Adela's arrival, been called 
upon, as she acknowledged, with terror 
and reluctance, to ht^ld a conference. The 
unsigned Xvifl was produced and examined. 
Soiue poil>ts in it, he frankly avowed 4 dis- 
inclination to comply with ; but they were 
poiois, she addcd/notve^y material to her 
future well^beinv[r> ^lid she waved all pre^ 
tnn$ii>o /to solicit theik confiirmttiott, TW 

■■oVfLi^l^' ;■■''.■ i o/;»t.; ■'*•■: ■ - ;•" 
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wemli oT the iitnicable interTiew vas^ tfaa!; 
4Utia^ her aivn life, ih^ should retain pos^ 
session of the mansion she now occupied, 
and all that it contained ; that, for thh same 
periodi she should enjoy the annual interest 
of a Slim fully adequate to its support/ and 
to her own circumscribed wishes ; and that; 
at her deaths she should have the power of 
bequeathing to whomsoever die pleas6d| 
the clear and permanent possession t^f fitl^ 
thousand pounds ; but the house, its li<* 
briiry, pictures, plate, &c. was to feveEl 
to the present Baronet, or his bdirs. 

" These,'* said Lady Rosalvan, ^ I surely 
ought not to consider as hard terms. They 
certainly are not equivalent to the munifi- 
cent intentions of the testator ; but, from a 
Granger, from one on whom I can have no 
lawful claim, and who mi^ht, perhaps^ had 
he been so inclined, have controverted my 
title to every part of this .provision, the^ 
arrangctnent cannot be esteemed othji^rwise 
^n fair a^d' liberal. My only cause of 
rfgret," concluded she, '' is, tha,i so tittle^ 
will be at my dbposal in faYour o€*Ab6e 
wb0 survive me. Ah, Mr. SomefvtMe, it 
was not the design ot ttiti >&cti^^^J\«»x. y^^- 
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tector I have lott^ looikiit in f hiB llM deedi 
the name of m^ poor injured jldela ! Tho^ 
nahappj predicament in wMch dbe itatidb 
with hi^r umrelenttng father^ always fillecl 
him with alarm and sorrow. Portionless, 
or nearly portionless ; exiled from htt aat 
tivehome; injured^ rather than benefiteft 
by the existence of her mother ; cou«0o# 
nanced partially bj the family of htr Csfitot 
•^-^yet, innocent^ doservHig, and in th* fiiU 
hloom of life— >-is not hers a fate of peculiar 
severity?" 

'^ Permit me/' answered Mr. S<M(QervilIey 
''to represent to yon^ my dear Lady Rossi*' 
Tan^ that you behold our Adela'ii circum-^ 
siaacesy present as well as future, in too 
gloomy a point of view. To reply catego- 
rically to all you have been statipg. For-^ 
tionless, 'with three thousand poopds cer*' 
tain, the bequest of her grandmother, she 
surely camiot with propriety be termed : 
tibie sum is small^ I allow^ for one |so weal- 
thily connected^ and so highly cultivated ; 
but Adela^ let us hope^ will meet with 
those, disinterested and rational. enough^ to 
perceive, that she is intrinsteally above all 
piice^ Mild reqnires not V^t a\4 f& WcV^xiA^^ 
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to Iftbigfaieii lier attractioDs. Esdled, ^€i 
Qiiqueitioimbly, has hitherto remained : 
bjutj as h^ father has ae^er seen her since 
her diildhood^ I still flaitter mjself^ when^ 
the lime comes that they shall mect^ be wili 
learn to appreciate her value. Meanwhile, 
&d loses nothing by not being in his house, 
wlmfay since the marriage of mj ^ndfe's 
ais£er,. contains only himself and hts son/ 
and woiildi be a very uneasy residence for so 
young a fismale, and one so little acquainted 
with the world. Injured by the existence 
c^ a mother she so devotedly loves, be as- 
sured she will never, consider herself. A^ 
far ihe partial counlenance you imagine she 
veei^ives from Mr. Cleveland^ family, I am 
happy to tell you, that the assertion is al- 
most totally unfounded. Julius, her nearest 
natural protector, next to his father, une- 
quivocally demonstrates himself her stanch 
friend. General Cleveland, her uncle/ has 
urged upon her the kindest invitation to 
spend the ensuing spring at his house in 
fdvvn> regardless of his brother's approba*' 
tion ^ displeasure. My wife and Mrs. 
Ti^'mgto^, to say nothing of Talbot Clevo* 
lahd or myaelCj Vo\e Vet V\V^^ \^ laost 
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faillifdl anid siecere affeirtfon ; and sA\& is 
adored . ia the hmily of her respcctabte 
guardian^ Dr. Hampden, iiosv, is this li 
destin}^ so vert/ calamituus^ L^dv Bosalvan; 
as jour imagiuation rcpresenled ?** 

''I own^ with grateful joy, that it ii 
notr cried she— --'But, tell roe, sir, ii hec 
father acquainted with the journey she has 
aow luidertakeo ?*' : 

' '/ No, my dear oiadam ; yet, be not a,p- 
prehensive of consequent mischief. Julius 
conseQts, nay, offers, to be \vholly respon* 
sible for its effects :— and Julius^ you pro* 
bably know, is all-powerful with Mr^^ 
Cleyelapd, and nec^rly secure of impunity 
whatever he may venture." 

^' And Julius, then^" resumed she, a ray 
of joy beaming, from her languid eye, "it. 
ab9, m this instancy a friend to me r 
. *' In eroery instance he would be so, 
w^re Jie in propeir circumstances to mani* 
festit!" 

'' Ob, Mr. Sofnerville ! How this con- 
Terfation has tranquillized and cheered me L 
One thing, however, remains to be settled. 
Tell me the utmost es: tent of time I inay b^ 
aUixwed to detain my da«^[A^ v 

m3 
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to libigliien lier kttractioDs. Exiled, Bbe; 
cuiqueitiooably, has hitherto remained: 
butj as har father has sever seen her since 
her cfaHdhocMl^ I still flatter mjself^ \?heir 
the lime comes that thej shall meot^ be will 
learn to appreciate her talue. Meanwhile^ 
Ad loses neiiiiDg hy not being in his house, 
which, since the marriage of my \iHfe's 
SB^er,. contains only himself and his son/ 
and wonUi be a very uneasy residence for se 
joUng a flBntaie, and one so little acquainted 
'with the world. Injured bt/ -the existence 
of a mother she so devotedly loves, be as- 
sured she will never, consider herself. As 
- far the partiaJ cotmienance you imagine she 
yec^ives from Mr. Clevcland^i family^ I am 
happy to tell you, that the asserttcm is al- 
most totally unfounded. Julius, her nearest 
natural pre^tector, next to his father, ttne- 
quiyocally demonstrates himself her stanch 
friend. General Cleveland, her uncle, has 
urged upon her the kindest invitation to 
spend the ensuing spring at his house in 
iCi^Uj regardless of his brother's apptoba-' 
tioo or displeasure. My wife and Mrs. 
JS^ingtOp, to say nothing of Talbot Cleve- 
lahd or myselfj \o^e \vet V\ii\!i \Vie^ most 
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faithfal and ftccere affection ; and she' is 
adored ia the Ikmly of ber reapcctabld 
guardian. Dr. Hampden. Horn, is this ^ 
ieniiny so very calamitous^ Lad; Bdsalvan; 
as jour iinagiuation represented i^ 

''I own, with grateful joy, that it U 
notr cried slie— " But, tell roe, sir, U h^c 
father acquainted with the journey she has 
BOW luidertakeo ?** , 

' ''No, my dear, madam ; yet, be not ap* 
prehensive of consequent mischief. Julius 
consents, nay, offers, to be wholly respon* 
sible for its effects: — and Julius^ you pro- 
bably know, is all-powerful with Mr. 
Cleyeland, and nei^rly secure of impunity, 
whatever he may venture." 

'' And Julius, then,'' resumed she, a ray 
of joy beaming, from her languid eye, ''is. 
alse, in this instance, a friend to me r 

"In everff instance he would be so, 
were hC; in proper circumstances to mani* 
festil!" 

"Oh, Mr. Somerville ! How this con- 
versation has tranquillized and cbeered me I 
One thing, however, remains to be settled. 
Tell me the utmost extent of time I may hfi: 
allowed to detain my dau^i^T 
. M 3 



^' Keep her wiili joUy' said he^ ^'£6r 4 
months certain; and let lier longler abode 
liere be a matter of after consideration. Dr. 
Hampden is entitled to bave a \ oice in tin 
aflfair^ and ought to be consulted. Perhaps^ 
he i¥ill object to ber wintering in a part of 
iht idand so mucb colder tban she hasb^en 
aecustomed to ; and^ in that case^ I am sinre 
you will have no wish to retain her. Mean* 
wbil^i rest satisfied^ that in having this Ex- 
cellent girl for an inmate^ you possess a real 
treasure. Though ber nature, is sociable 
and communicative^ she can be as blithe^ aa 
animated in retirement^ as in the gayest 
party. Zealous in her pursuits^ ingenroiisi> 
and persevering, the day is never too long 
for the various oecupatidns in whicli she 
delights io engage. Her talents' and her 
love of reading, afford her resources inex- 
haustible against lassitude or disgust in all 
weathers^ in all situations/ and at alt hours'. 
Never will you behold upon her face the 
slightest indication of discontent^ however 
profound the seclusion in which you nay 
d^ell : yet, place amusement and society 
fietfrly within her reach^ and she will grasp 
af them with all tbe Vwacvts ts^i jtk\iAS\ and 
high spirits; and cny^^ l\vevt ^Vi^wvx^Vv^ 



greater zest> than many who fancy there is 
to happiness apart from a crowd. — I speak 
from experience^ dear madam ; she has been 
at Rosedown Court, when the heavy rains 
of closing autumn have so much injured 
our roads, that^ during many weeks, 
scarcely a sitigle individual has been able td 
approach our dwelling. At such periods^ 
]V9ts. Somerville has been charmed by the 
truly domestic qualities which Adela ha» 
unconsciously displayed ; her playful good-" 
bumour, her promptness to contribute 16 
the amusement of others, and ever active 
powers^ of ensuring her own, gave wings tot 
time — ^transformed hours into minutes, and 
days into hours !*' 

Lady Rosalvan listened to this warm 
eulogium with real admiration of her on 
whom it was uttered^ and with smiling ap- 
probation of him by whom it was pro- 
nounced. Yet, an internal ^nd unerring 
monitor, whispered, that not thus could 
Adela have submitted to loneliness and con* 
finement, had all prospect of brighter day! 
been eternally obscured-*— had memory^ 
fraught with gloom and sorroWj 

• M 4. 
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* Still told of time maipeiit, of comfort lost. 
Of fair occasions gone for ever by ; 

Of hopes too fondly nursed, too rudely crost» 
Of many a cause to wiiiby yet fear to die/ 

Mr. SameryiDe's departure the ini^ntng 
after this * conversation^ and the udinter* 
rupted i^e a t4te to "vyhich Adda and her 
mother 'were then left, speedily put to the 
test that iatisfled spirit for which she had 
been so highly extolled. The house in 
which $he now resided^ was detached from, 
all contiguous abode^^ and surrounded by 
plantations^ chiefly of evergreens, that 
nearly embosomed, and totally deprived it 
of all distant or varied prospects. The, 
domestics, not numerous, were grave and 
elderly people, clad in deep mourning, and. 
performing, by long habit, the duties of 
their severa^l stations with the regularity 
of clock-work. The sound of laughter, or, 
the voice of glee, was never heard amongst 
them; and the gayest living creature Adela 
was able to discover about the mansion, 
was a poor caged*up buHflncb, whose mo- 
notonous piping, however, was so fatiguing 
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io her ekr, tliatftfae was glad wheu custom 
Begao to render her almost insensible of its 
melaacliotjr exertions/. Her walks aronhd 
this cheerless domain^ were necessarily eir-^ 
cttiBscribed^ and consequently unaixSosing'. 
Lady Rosalvan^ a prey to alternaile sadness 
or apathy/ had also sullered personal inac- 
tivity to usurp such domiuioo over k^r^ iH^t^ 
except in a cari:iage, she never stirred be- 
\ood her garden or her shrubbery. Adela 
neither wished to leave her^ nor to hazard 
distant peregrinations entirely alone ; to the 
^rden or the shrubbery^ therefore^ she^ 
likewise^ was confined. Within doors, am- 
ple .were th^ compensations for .this privation 
which she might have enjoyed. The Ut 
brary. Sir Frederic's chief solace and de* 
li^fat, collected at a great expense, classed 
¥rtth the nicest judgment, and consisting of 
4be best authors in nearly every language^ 
ofii^red her temptations to indulge her. iQVie 
of retding, which would almost have drivea 
to flight every wish to cultivate other pur- 
suits. An excellent piano-forte, requiring 
withing.hut ip be put in tune, held; out to 
hex the facjulty of exercising.hetself in ^ dift 
iunMj and abi^ a very £i.xot\&e %\.^^ v ^ 
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tibe yaluable and wdl^elected picivres^ bj 
many ef the most eminmi Italian masters, 
adorning llie walis^ seemed to invite lax, 
as often as she looked up> to seize so & 
Tourable-an opportunity of endeavouring to 
improve herself by drawing from them. 
Yetj to none of these oecupations^ could 
she, vfiib real satisfaction apply. Lady 
Rosalvad^ in a spacious house^ 'where the 
free range of every apartment was alike 
open to her^ chose^ with the sort of per* 
Terseness frequently attending superfluoui 
advantages^ to confine herself to one room, J 
and that the worsts and least tenqiting ia 
the building. Habit chained her down to 
itj rather than endeared it; and though \ 
she could not defend her selection^ it would | 
have given her pain to break the spell ; and 
the quiescent companion she had now ob 
tained^ was too reluctant to inftic^t upoa 
her uneasiness of any description, Iwig to 
^rsist in soliciting a removal. Yet this 
pfovokiog den^ was almost the only part of 
the bouse where space was wanting for the 
ticifiiQu of the instrum^it; vrhere ibere 
hmg no piefiMreB ; and whisre Hnere apj^ew" 
^ mt a tiagW «bel£ im \>«ctei. ^\tf^%^^M^ 



io^fiyet, migbt be^ brought to iti hjsA vfhfm 
tlley c^me^ Adel^'s .tuste. ib ^l)Msii^.th$nii 
^as found to differ .frorn' her moitber's almost 
aa much as their tastie in sittidg-vrQooid, Th^ 
indolent and unhappj reelus^^ inc^pehle of 
bestowing upon superior works the d^egreii 
of attc^tion^ and the spirited pc^eteraoce 
which they deoiaoded^ ImA loD^ tofiiiis^ 
tomed herself to the exclusive perusal af 
N4»vels ^nd Romances. Adela could with 
pleasure^ occasiona^Uy in an ev^aiiig> aftef 
ft daj more usefullj 9peot> have read alai)4 
soutne of tbese^ and interested ber^lf in th# 
ingenuity of their fictitious p<yrplexitA^ :> 
biit» fj^om Bftomiog till nighty mi w^elt 
iifteftweekj to pursue no other 8|^e.eieso{ 
lectnreu was a piwisbmeDt to bAr :^ th<iK 
SMst mortifyinf^ kind. She som^Cimif 9 Tm-» 
iiired> though with caution^ to ipsinQatla 
her coitempt of so niuch romantic iimr*. 
pidity; and Lady Rosaltaii^ toa itidttlgetld 
to continue im|)osing ^ task> obvioiisly ii%^ 
agreeable up«n bar^ took the book gMtlj^ ' 
out of her hands ; acknowledged th0 fc^Iy^ 
both of tbe authors and raiders ^f; these 
iBimay woik&^t^but: making m littemi^ to^ 
a^j MiuiiMieQt ffibna bai\m ^i^teftv "^ 

M 6 
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Cleveland, aiy dearest AdeU, xn^rtiid oie* 
U»der that erroneous impression — married- 
one "whom be believiedA not only in personal 
graces^ and mental accomplishments, to be^ 
an angel, but y^hom he also expected tO' 
find, in temper and understanding, the best 
and wisest of created beings ! Alas ! alas ! 
in one onljf of these exorbitant expecta* 
tioas had he the smallest cbanfce of escaping 
disappointment ! My wisdom and talents I 
have frankly described to you ; they as^ 
sliredly were ill calculated to confirm the 
lofty ideas he had entertained of their su- 
periority. My personal attractions losing 
the charm of novelty, soon lost also the 
power of blinding hini to my intellectual 
deficiencies. Nothing tl^n, on tf i^l, proved 
equivalent to his high-wrought hopesi ex- 
cept my temper, and tjiat, however thought- 
less and flightly, was by nature exceUekit. 
Wopid he had been content to regard it »» 
tome foundation for conjdgaS happiness ! 
^Mt he soured it, my AdeU> by siipereiliout 
tauutsj\by avowed contempt, aiBd shortly 
after, by harsh measufcs of inji|dic.i<Hi0 a^r 
tbority . Indignant and amn^od, I iiOMgbk. 
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tbi disdain ; and hopeless of indulgence at[ 
home^ become insatiable of amiiseBient and 
admiration abroad For a while^ I fancied 
myself triumphant ; my aim was accom^ 
plished — I had rendered him tnspiciouy 
and disturbed : my punishment soon fol- 
lowed^ and I found that peace and r^ut^i^i^ 
tion were irretrievably gone !" 

Here Lady Rosalvan^ much agitated^ 
paused^ and leant her head against the arnts 
of the sofa in evident anguish; whilst 
Adela/ dismayed ai having awakened such 
a train of self-upbraiding reflections/ couI4 
oaly^ with silent affection^ rise and embrace 
h^r^ and internally resolve never again to 
lead to so distreseing-a subject. Lady Ro^ 
ialvan, in a few minutes^ recovered courage 
to look up. 

*' Adela^'' said she^ fondly returning her 
caresses^ '* make but of my story a aslIvl^ 
tary use^ and I shall think its humiliatieg 
eircttmstances can never be too minutely 
ieiaildl/' 

'* My Nearest mother/' cried Adela> " if 
jrou knew the pain it inflicts upon n)e to 
liear yoa fhus^ allude to the unfortunate 
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past^ you would spare me now and for ever/ 
all such retrospections." 

'' Pain, my poor girl, your wretched mo- 
ther is now alone qualiSed to giv6 you. I 
^cannot, as any other parent w^o did— justly 
proud of «och a daughter — ^I cannot parti- 
cipate id the brilliant visions bpening to 
your youthful fancy. Whatever may be 
ybur success in life, / shall never witness 
it. Condemned to ignominious privacy, 
the prosperity of my childrien will o'cjv^r, 
but by runiour, become knbwn to me. Tht 
higher they rise, the greater will ne<5essa- 
rHy be their obligation to sink my namein 
oblivion. Guilty of my own fall from an 
honourable ^t^tibn ; ?epul$ed by my own 
frailty from society and pubKc esteem, I 
yet can acquire no fortitude to support 
ivifh je'signatiori the consequences of former 
misdeeds. Murmuring, repihing. mi^rabl^ 
M you now behold me, haVe X invai;iably 

• 

been almost from the first hour the illrfatec) 
Rosalvan led me to this retreat. /I was not 
formed for solitude, Adela, tliough J am 
Cboipelled to embrace itr Its iinweari^ 
if anquinity is to me liji^ n liviiq; 4eath-^t 
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tltecnafely palh^ stupifies^ or drives me to 

tile Verge of deijieTation ! I loathe the pre^. 

sent ; l6ok back with agonizing regret upon 

tile past; and the future seeitis all a dreary 

hiaok, presenting to me nathiog but the 

prospect of a friendless^ desolate old age/ 

termiisating in a dissolution of unpitied 

terror!" 

. Adela's blood ran . cold at so horrible a 
pictcire^ and tears of unfeigned and deep 
commiseration trembled in her eyes; jet^ 
by a painful effort, endeavouring to dis- 
|>erse them, and again throwing her arms 
round Lady Rosai van's neck, she said, in 
an accent of gentle expostulation^ 

" My dearest mother, repel these discon-. 
soIiUe and heart-breaking anticipations!) 
They resemble too much the suggestions of, 
wilful despair, to be of hallowed origin U 
They bear no healing on thrir wings, bot 
are dark and dreadful, and fraught with- 
mischief and with peril ! Let your daugh* 
tef be your comforter, your mental physi- 
cian I I have bi^en taught, with simplicity, 
(by one zealous to practise \»hat she taught) . 
the pure doctrines of Christianity* Let me . 
urge to you the soothing precepts &h^ iucaU 
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oled. Who wouM ^ffiBk tojoii of xorni^i 
and divine compassioo with more srdept 
anxiety to imprefs upon you their he\JMl 



I 



But yon roust be submissive and, palfenl^ 
my beloved nmther ! Moody heaviueM of 
hearty thankless disgust of life^ and black; 
forebodings of unmixed evil: — these cao 1 



only be called aggravations of offencsi 
With many deprivations^ under which you 
are called to bow your head with the pro* 
foundest humility^ you have yet Bmny^ nay; 
countless bleisings^ for which it becomsi 
you to be grateful. You are comparativd; ] 
atfl uent^ and you are^wholly uncontrouled; 
-—dispense amoogat your needy Aod suffer* 
ing neighbours^ the overplus of that aflSu^ 
enee^ and if you visit not the mansions of 
the gay and prosperous, visit the coltag£i 
of the poor ; be bountiful, be kind, be con* 
soling amongst them, and their blessiogi 
will draw down consolation upon your^ 
own head. This 6rst of all earthly du^ 
tics, doing gootd as you would ibsfe 
good should be done unto you, will, when 
duly performed, inspirit, refresh, and iavi'- 
gorate you for the performance of every 
oUter hiudable act -. ^ou v(vU ^ray with. 
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mpoife ferTwr la^ confidence ; jmi^wiH «ar^. 
tey tile beantiea of crefition t^ith moM 
grateful admiration ; your reflections^ yiihat 
Ame, will cease to be so bitter ; the idfflL 
of eniplo jment will lose its disgust^ and ike 
prospect of solitude its horror! But.why> 
let me ask^ why should you devote youfselfr 
to sttdi rigorons loneliness ? This is not a* 
barren desert ; there are housels wiAin. 
reaeh^ and those houses seem to be inha- 
bifed« Surely^ my dear mother^ it must be; 
your own faulty that their occupiers luive 
never sought to become your a^ociiUes. 
The wife of l^r Frederic Rosalvan, leading 
slilSfe pf regularity and the strictest ddeo^ 
ram for so many years^ would long ere this, 
leave found companions^ perhaps agreeable, 
and ^serving friends^ amon^^t theni> bad 
sbe been disposed to encouragb their admis^. 
mission. Dear mother/ reform this too 
rigid and self-denying system ; reform it for. 
my sake, if not, at first, for your own.. 
Let me behold within these walb the hu* 
man face divine ; and remember, that 
though resigned to endure seclusion when 
indispensible, I am of an age infinitely to 
prefer cheerful society. Dr. llsiX»)^d.exi W% 
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eoDseaied^ ia the letter I received from iiiio 
yerterdaj'^ to my remainixig witk jou tiil the 
be^imiiiig of sprmg. But, gooJ my mo* 
tlier/' contioued Adelsi, more^aily, '' think 
you I mean^ without remoostrance, to he 
huried, the \yhole winter through^ jn deep 
saows amidst these wild Scottidimouutaim^. 
unseeing and unseen ? with notbiug belter: 
to listen to from without^ t|ian tlK bledci 
howling of the. blast; or from withtfl> tham 
the Dead MRrch so woefully piped by I 
your iodefatigable bull-^fincb ?'* 

Lady Rosalvati^ charmed for awhile from, 
the seusJe of incurable wretchedaess . by the 
mixture she discerned in her daughter's: 
character of. vivacity^ seriousness, softnessi 
arid under stauding, ,caught from, her somei 
sparks of her own animation, and affectioo^ 
ately pressing her hand, aaswered, 

'' You liave indeed rendered me, my be- 
loved girl, fully sensibly of the cruelty afc 
thus immuring you. . Thje kindness \v till i 
which you have been willing to sacrifice foC; 
my solace the society of your youthful aaiAt 
loog -.valued friejids, merited from me a^ 
better recompense. But, had I been, dis*: 
pmed.ia seek di^v^al\i>^ lap^^ ^\sv>v^^vaeiii 
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your first alrivel, that event 'succeeded sa 
eloseijthe death of poor Ro^alvan^ that the 
pfofdundest retirenient^ for a tinne^ at leasts 
seemed as much my duty as it waamy choice^ 
The cas^ is now altered. At the end of 
twO' months^ it is allowable^ no douht, to 
f^dmit such neighbours as tnay be willing to 
bestow upon me their leisure. How few 
there are of that description residing within 
ten miles of this place^ you, my Adeta^ who 
have inhabited a part of the kingdom so 
infinitely more populous^ can probably form 
DO idea. Three houses containing females 
above the rank of peasants, are all that can 
be met with in this district. The remotest 
of these, U tenanted by an English fa*mily 
i^tired hither, I believe, upon motives of 
economy. I knew something of them in 
my early life, and therefore cpuld feisl no 
eourage to^eek a renewal of the acquaint- 
ance in my present circumstances. The 
occupiers of the next residence, are a 
S<^otfi.sh nobleman, his lady, and two un- 
married daughters. With the nobleman^ 
Sir Frederic was upon very friendly terms ;. 
he is a man of taste in literature, of polished 
Hifpof riu and of gf(bai xtsAx^i^^ ^1 Ock^\^- 
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ftfr : but his lad j never deigned to bestow 
Upon me the slightest notice. She probabljr 
is of opinion that her daughters would b^ 
eontaminated bj holding any inten^urwi 
with so degraded a being ; or^ perhaps^ the 
Scrupulous sanctity of her own morals^ p«r« 
mits her not to give countenance to vice in 
the person of one she deems so vile a sinner ! 
I pass her carriage sometimes in my airings j 
and it is curious to observe the pharisaical 
disgust her countenatH^e assumes at my ap- 
proach. Ah, my Adela — When virtue is 
taught to appear in so unlovely a garb^ 
what prejudice is done to her cause ! — Thtf 
remaining mansion of which I 'wish to 
speaks contains, during two-thirds of the 
year, a being wh<nn, next to yourself^ I 
love and value beyond all other ereaturef 
in existence. Her name is Cameron ; sheil 
of English extraction, but married, in h^ 
early youths a Scottish officer, now abroi# 
with his regiment. His mother is still 
Hving, aind to hex belongs the house in* 
vi^hich resides my friend. * She has beea^*- 
sent these last three or foiir moaths on ao 
annual visit to her relations in f be South .^ 
Ih-^b very few dajs \ '^le^^X. \L«t t^tmU:^ aiii^ 
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great Urill be in j pride ia presenting joil to 
ker^ aod mj plesMire ja introducing her to 

'*• Meanwhile;' latd Adela, " \rhat be- 
cemes df this lady's mother-in-law ? How 
does it happen that we have never seen her ?*' 
I seldom/' answered Lady RosalvaOj 

go to the bouse expressly in search of her : 
she is well-meaning and respectable^ but not 
to roe^ a desirable associate. Her broad 
Scdtf ish dialeiet^ often to my comprehension^ 
unintoiligibl^^ Und her ceaseless hurry and 
irritatioQ in the conduct of her domestie 
skjflbiirs^ annoy and importune me. But the 
younger Mrs. Cameron^ with a softness of 
tearaper which enables her to assimilate vnth 
Dbaraeters the most opposite to h^r own — 
with a ciandouc which induces her to make 
tilowances for faults and foibles from 
which she is happily exempt^ lives unruffled 
MfilA^ ifti her ease with this perturbed old 
)mSfyl flfftd h^s even M^ceeded in wlnqiog 
her uttHosI regard.'' 

Adela> much prepossesaed in behalf of 
IjB^rmOiher'a friend by so fairourable a de?* 
&oc9i|^tion^ 'aad giritibffied^ %i ^Ae c^om^l tl$ieit 
e£ ||iei#jo#oliu)moc^ to faaM^i^^MX iRv«^« 
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go infinitety more composed tlian ai its oem- 
mencemeut, dow bad the additional satis- 
factioD of beiog able to prevail upon hcr^ to ^ 
veDture forth on a walk of considencblj & 
greater extent than anj she had hitherto ^ 
succeeded in iaducing her to take. Thej f 
entered, in their way home^ one or two of 
the oeighbouring cottfiges, enquiring, as 
well as their little skill in the language 
Wotfkt allow^ into the circumstances of their 
inhabitants. Adela was chief interrogator 
on these occasions ; she loved thesiinple 
^nd industrious poor ; and never addressed 
herself to any of that description^ without 
the most mani feet signs of regard^ interest, 
andysometimesieven respect. Lady Rosalvan 
spoke less : but siie dispensed her bounty 
amoiigdt those who seemed in peculiar iodi- 
gencCj with a ready hand ; and she listened 
to their narratives with no ^apparent im- 
patience.^— During the remainder of the 
day> h^ good and lively daughter ha4 the 
joy of pereeivriig that she seemed less a prey 
to that vague reirtlesto^^ssi, miscalling itself^ 
and in some iaeaaore, f)ei>hapa, miitaking 
ilsi^tf for corr-oWj than she Iv^d yet $een her. 



awaken to the pleasures of benevolence^ a 
disposition grown almost torpid^ but na« 
iurally compassionate and liberal ; enchanted 
at her daily encreasing success ; and pleased^ 
since she found diflSculties in pursuing 
more intellectual •0€eiijMj;imSj to obtain her 
mother's permission to work for those 
^oiMigst tbe oottage children wbom ^eAic Imd 
seen partieulafly iUdad; Afdela^ in-ettltt- 
vatiHgtiM mtaes of her hearty found yet 
Ugker ^ratjikatioii than in improirifig Ore 
ftcquiremeats of her underrtanding. Whilsft 
j»ttigQig over ber coapse ^andiiomely employ* 
maat, die focgot ber b^ofc^^ her pencil^ and 
her instrument : Society^ *e(&cept for her 
mover's sake, she h|id neveir coveted ; her 
c<m9cienoe wa««erene; her spiritsBnbToieen; 
I^ady Roalvan dmited and seemed composed^ 
and Adela iwas the most enviably eheeirftil 
of human beings. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



SYCOPHANCY. 

The expected return of Mrs. Cameron was^ 
at length announced^ in a short note which 
Lady Rosalvan received from her one morn- 
ing^ just as she was preparing to set out with 
her daughter^ on one of their, nowj daily 
rambles. Of course> such intelligence instant- 
ly induced her ladyship to change her pur* 
pose ; she determined upon remaining at home 
to welcome her newly-arrived friend ; and 
Adela^ no longer scrupulous of leaving her^ 
since she would now have a favorite asso- 
ciate^ begged to be accompanied on her 
meditated' walk by her mother *s maid. 

The attendant whom she had on this 
occasion solicited^ was a tried and faithfnl 
creature^ valuable for many qualities in- 
finitely superior to her rank and edu-. 
cation. She had lived with Lady Ro- 
salvan previous to the birth of Julius or 
Adela. She knew aW xVve; cA\^\x\fts.\aKk^% 
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that had led to the disunion of Mr. Cleve- 
land and her mistress ; and she had been an 
attentive observer^ and was an unaffected re* 
verer^ of the virtues and character of her 
late master^ Sir Frederic Rosalvan. Adela*s 
deportment towards the domestics^ and 
her unwearied assiduity to her mother^ 
since her abode at Pine Lodge^ (the name 
given to her present residence) had won all 
hearts beneath its roof; but none more 
warmly than that of Mrs. Temple. 

As they proceeded on,their walk towards 
the labourer's cabin which Adela designed 
to visits she expressed her satisfaction^ after 
talking some time upon indifferent subjects^ 
at the arrival once again in the neighbour- 
hood, of a friend to whom Lady Rosalvan 
seemed so much attached^ and whom she 
so exclusively allowed herself to visit — 

'' I am very anxious" continued she, '^ to 
become acquainted with Mrs. Cameron my- 
self, though, by my running away this 
morning, I have made that matter appear 
so doubtful. But the truth is, as my 
mother has never seen her since the death 
of Sir Frederic, I thought it would h^ 
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iffiore considerate^ on their first interrieW; 
to leave ihem to themselves/' 

" Mrs. Cameron/' said Mrs. Templej 
*^^ saw mnch less of my dear master than 
she has always seeft of my lady ; his losi 
ifvill, perhaps^ be iiardly feh by her/' 

^^ How then did Sir Frederic dispose of 
hioMelf? How did be coirtrive to lire 
mider the same roof with my mother^ and 
yet avoM fortning any intimacy with the 
person she best loved^ and saw almort 
^ily?'* 

^* He was continually engaged^ Miss 
Clevetandj in the performance of active 
deeds of benevolence^ or in innocent stndy; 
and he fived and died adored and regretted 
by every poor family in the neigbbonr- 
hood!'* 

The good woman uttered this with ne 
iQEiuch emotion^ that h^ voice faltered^ and 
tears rushed to her ^es. 

^' How feelingly you veiieralfe iiis me- 
mory^ Hiy worthy Mrs. Temple!'' said 
Adela^ taking her hand ; '^ I am sorry 
thus to )iave aroused your sensibility ; yet 
it 18 pleasant to lieat the meritorious dead 
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spoken of with so much attachment and' 
esteem.*' 

'' Ah, my good young lady, you have no 
means of judging how re9.11y excellent a 
cfaaraeter my nu^ter^s was ! You can only 
think of him as^ the man who seduced your 
motbeF^s j^outh, and has embittered her 
whole remaining life. As such, he always 
thought of himself; he condemned, he de- 
.tested the excesses to which a guilty attach* 
ment had betrayed him. Many> when pas- 
sion, had abated, might have done the same;; 
b«it who like him^ when fortune, fank, and' 
accomplishments, promised him a favour- 
able recep^on again in the world, who 
would have devoted himself, as he did; 
to the task of making amends to the lady 
be bad injnred ? Who would for that lady^s 
sake, have renounced the soei^y of all for- 
mer ftieads ? Have Kved rhut up seventeen 
years in a solitude like this, submitting with 
the patience and sweetness of an angel, 
sometimes to her reproaches^ sometimes to 
her fits of despair, and yet oftener, I grieve 
to say it, to her unkindness and injustice ! 
He frequently proposed to her a removal, to ; 
the Coutineot; a change a^ ^«iv^ V^ '^^ 

Ti3 
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part of England or Wales; but she de- 
clined these offers^ yet railed continually at 
this place with open detestation. He bore it 
all without complaining; I believe he re- 
garded it as a part^ and a j ust part^ of his 
merited punishment for having originally 
misled her. He sought to soothe to recon- 
cile her to herself^ to attach her to the 
country^ and to procure her every simple 
and rational amusement her situation would 
admit. But my poor lady owns herself, 
that she was not reared to love retirement 
When ashamed to dwell upon her regret of 
the world, she fretted after her children — 
after you. Miss Cleveland, in particular; 
and to see the anxiety, the tenderness with 
which my dear master endeavoured to 
comfort her ! To vTatch the pity with 
which he looked at, and treated her ! Oh, 
it was beautiful ! and never shall I reflect 
upon it with dry eyes, nor without reverence 
and admiration l^ 

Adela, whose own starting tears bore tes- 
timony to her sympathy in these sentiments, 
now said— 

*' you dispose me to honour Sir Frederic 
almost as higWy, Mi%»Totv^\^> ^% ^ou do 
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yourself. I have personal reason/ indeed/^ 
to cherish his remembrance with peculiar 
gratitude. To his liberality^ I am indebted 
for nearly every advantage of education I 
have received ; and to his good taste^ and 
enlightened judgment in the recommenda- 
tion of proper books for my perusal^ I owe 
the love of rational reading which I hope 
to preserve through life. But stilly Mrs. 
Temple^ there is one circumstance for which 
I feel much perplexed to account, ia the 
little sketch you have given me of the un- 
availing efforts made by Sir Frederic, tp 
wean.my poor mother from languor and de^ 
jection. I cannot compreheiid, how a man^ 
possessed of such resources of mind, and 
such. affectionate perseverance in so good a 
cause, should fail to accomplish what, with 
talents so every way inferior, I have, in a 
great measure, had the happiness to effect. 
You must, be sensible, that, of late, my 
mother has shewn infinitely more content^ 
and even animation, than were observable 
on my first arrival; and let it not be 
thought vanity, if I ascribe this delightful 
change in some degree, to my own re- 
presentations. Yet, com^axe^ t^ \Jcks»fc 5& 

N 4c 
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Sir- Fredfffie RMalyaa^ bow feeble and 
ff irolcHis musk be the panrtrs of feasoning' 
I eta boast V 

'* I hope I siiall Bot shock ymxn feelings^ 
u ft good Aoogbfer/' said Mf9. Tenifrfc/ 
'^ if I VMtiife to conlMBy Misi^ Cletolaad, 
tbM my pool kdj neier g»te to Sir Fre* 
dor ic's afguflicnts' a/ £uf and isofiattiat^ Isear* 
iog. She couM ncKt bul be seasiUt^ m her 
hfarf, of Itts geod iateiitioiis^ hii^ wisiisni 
and bi6 IjMben ;: and I mfct no doobt/ 
that sbe^ uk realatjr, htgbly lespected bisi. 
Bot the ceased to love hjn almost ao soon^ 
a«^ b^ throwing heraetf in his pqwev^ sbe 
had lost bar aMststomod plaee in soeie^p^ 
I will not describe tbe iwxatioos partieoiMt 
of bee caadttct towafds hitA ; y^ eertHM it 
is> tfaatsbosciaascd to fbel taiere satisfaction' 
in npbi^aiding him for the wr6tebedn«s» of 
hey condition;, than she would have found 
m profiting by hias endeavours tq reUev€ it. 
I^oaii yon^ my dear young lady^ ^e Kstens> 
t9 sense and reason with benefit^ because 
she l#f6s the speaks ; and becanse she has 
no right to ta:^ you with having contri- 
bi£ted to her misery ; she thought it almost 
ajD itts^M, I belkve^ t^ \>^ \K^<ei4 1^^ c«&i^a* 
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tion by one \vhoiii she regarded as the sole, 

4 

author of her disgrace. Poor ladj ! she 
never took into the account how much^ in 
the first instance^ she had been to blame 
herself in affording encouragement to Sir 
Frederic ! But, however, by the return 
of Mrs. Cameron^ all your dutiful and vir- 
tuous pains, I fear, will be thrown away !'* 

*' Indeed !" cried . Adela; '' I had hoped, 
on the contrary, to have fbund in her aii 
able assistant. Why do you entertain of 
her such suspicions, Mrs. Temple ?" 

'^ Because I know her, ma'am, to be the 
worst enemy, though under the mask of 
fondness, that my poor lady has in the world. 
She is idle, romantic, sentimental, and a 
dangerous encourager of all her dear friend's 
interesting delicacy, as she calls it ; and^ at ^ 
the same time, if I do not greatly wrong 
her, thoroughly cold-hearted, and alive to 
nothing so much as the care of her own 
interest. She has, at different periods,, and 
under different pretences, obtained from my 
mistress^ pretty considerable loans of money ; 
she makes not the smallest conscience of. 
employing my lady's carriage^ and her serr 

•» 5 
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yants^ as if they wiere her own; and she, 
and her selfish old Scotch mother^ are sup- 
plied from our dairy^ our kitchen-garden^ 
and our poultry-court^ with half the good 
things they consume. There is no end> ia 
shorty of her encroachments^ nor are they 
to be matched by any thing but her abomi- 
nable and nauseous talent of flattery ! The 
sight of you in this house^ my, dear Miss 
Cleveland^ and in such high favour too, 
with my lady, will be very far from a 
pleasing circumstance to her ; but^ if I 
may take the liberty to advise, you have 
nothing better to do, than to steer steadily 
on in your present course ; to give no faith 
to her professions, (for it is most probable 
she will try to court you) yet, carefully to 
avoid offending ray lady by shewing your 
distrust of her friend's good qualities. 
Accident may, sometime or other, open my 
lady's eyes to the hollowness of this wo- 
man's character ; but I am sure remon- 
strance never will." 

Here terminated all that^ was most ma-, 
terial of a conversation, which left upon 
the mind of Adela an impression extremely 
a Jvantageous of tVie o)a^^iV\xv^ >sA^\«iRasi. <^C 
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Mrs. Temple^ but painfully unfaYourable 
of Mrs. Cameron^ and bj bo means sa un- 
mixed i^ith blame of Lady Rosalvan as 
the sincerity of ber affection led her to. 
desire. Yet, she as speedily as possible 
dismissed every disposition to fruitless cen- 
sure^ or unpleasant anticipation ; and> -with 
more success than many a philosopher who 
sets himself professedly to the task^ put in 
practice that happy faculty of her nature 
which ever allowed her to enjoy present 
good^ without indulging too nice a scrutiny 
into distant and possible contingencies. 

But at the moment of her presentation to 
Mrs. Cameron^ it is natural to suppose that 
the conversation in which she had so re- 
cently been engaged^ could not fail to recur 
forcibly to her mind^ and to tinge her man- 
ners with a slight degree of reserve^ more 
comfortless to herself^ however^ than ob- 
vious to the beholders ; though not wholly 
unremarked by her mothei", who, having 
said so much to prepossess her in favour of 
the new-comer, was surprised and disap- 
pointed at a coolness, for which she koew 
no method of accounting. Rendered seq- 
jpible^ by Lady Rosalya,n's lopks» of the 
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mbtBcniary eiieirL which the biid; given to^^ 
het saliafactMn^ Adda exerted hersdf ta 
dttpd from her countenance all traces of 
its umccusiomed gravity ; entered sociablj 
loto eonversatioo ; omitted no act of at^ 
tortioB aiid good breeding towards tlwir 
gU26t-^8nd in less than half an hour^ co»*> 
rmced her mother that the for malitj with 
which she had entered^ either proceeded from 
sbjntess^ or had been entirely accidental. 

Mrs. Cameron dined^ and spent the whok 
day at Pine JLodgej and left it at night in 
ber friend's carri^ge^ with a promise of rei^ 
sewing her visit the day but one following. 
Her Goarersation during the many hours 
which Adela had passed in her society^ was 
such My a few instances excepted^ she would 
have pronotificed perfectly inofiensive and 
rational^ had no previous warning stimu- 
lated ber natural sagacity^ and rendered her 
pecuKar>y observant of the occasional traits 
of affectation^ and exaggerated sensibility 
whi^h the lady had betrjtyed. These «n- 
welc^0ie remarks sh^ carefully forbore codv- 
inomcisiing to her fascinated parent ; spok^ 
with deserved praise of Mrs. Camerop^s 
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nera; Md expressed as warmly as sh^ icould,- 
Iter readiooss ta cuhirate the acquaidtaoce 
wbicli ba(i.that day been begun* 

A terj few visits^ and a very slight de- 
gree of additional observation unfortenately 
couyifieed Adela of the utterly chimerical 
nature of this too premature declaration. 
Every succejeding interview alienated her 
more and more from her mother's iU se- 
lected favi^rite. Vain^ ignorant^ imd fri- 
volous; a systematic self-indulger^ yet a 
plausfbk pretender to the most exquisite 
sympathy in the feelings and happiness of 
ethers^ she was indefatigable in ringing the ^ 
changes upoii the charms of unsophiatieated 
tenderness, of refitted friendships-'^ every 
sentiment^ in shorty that couid be expressed 
in tinsel and parading terms^ such as were 
most securely calculated to make a sensible^ 
and really warm-hearted beings sick and 
indignant. 

Amongst the various subjects on which/ 
with this false colourings she delighted to 
descant, the one which very speedily be-^ 
cafne to Adela the most oppressive^ was 
the geniU9s the sweetness of imagination^ 
and the iraly poetic fef ^oun ot o\!i^ ^ ^'^'^ 
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brothers^ whose manuscript compositions in 
prose and verse^ she spent whole evenings 
in reading to her widely differing s^uditors. 
Sonnets^ elegies^ tales, epigrams; Addresses 
to a Lady's Broken Fan ; Hints for a 
Tragedy; Essays on Sympathy ; Lines on a 
Tear ; Couplets on a Smile ; inscriptions^ 
and /{ascriptions^ poured from Mrs. Ca- 
meron's inexhaustible port-folio with such 
abundance^ and were so lavishly extolled^ 
that she really seemed to believe herself in 
possession of the fairy power to transform 
the vilest refuse into some gem of dazzling 
lustre. But the whole assemblage^ endless 
and diversified as it was^ proved to Adela's 
unvitiated taste/ the most surfeiting regale 
that could have been presented to her ; and 
such a& nothing but deference to her mo- 
ther's known wishes^ would have compelled 
her to sacrifice her time to sit and endure. 
Extravagantly hyperbolical^ and filled with 
flimsy glitter^ she heard not a single pro- 
duction of which the ideas were not hack*' 
neyed^ the rhyme and measure incorrect^ 
and even the grammar frequently defective. 
j^ome amongst them^ also^ were so extremely 
9easLtoryj tha^t it ats\a,xfiidL>^t W^^^S6L1^\svin 
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a woman's possession^ and still more amazed 
ber to hear a woman bestow on them un- 
qualified approbation. To such licentious 
trash as this^ the Novels she had before 
reprobated^ seemed the very essence of wis- 
dom ; and there was scarcely a trite or an 
improbable narrative amongst them that she 
did not now heartily regret, and^ in some 
measure^ e^en esteem^ as possessing the ne- 
gative merit of intending no harm> although 
it aimed at no good. Her mortification 
was encreased by the reflection^ that whilst 
all this absurdity was not only tolerated but 
admired^by her mother^ the offer of reading 
to her a page from the Works of Milton^ 
Dryden, or Pope^ would have been yawn- 
ingly rejected ! 

After considerable doubt and hesitation^ 
Adela^ at lengthy gained courage gently 
to acknowledge to Lady Rosalvan^ her dis- 
like of these fulsome rhapsodies^ and to 
supplicate that she might be spared the ob- 
ligation of being present at any more such 
lectures. Her request was granted^ and^ 
in outward semblance^ at leasts forgiven. 
But^ this unfortunate contrariety in their 
tastej hid the foundation iot ^w ctl«^^^^ ^^ 
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intimacy with Mrs. Cameron^ and a jealous 
apprehension of her daughter's criticising 
spirit^ \rhich no subsequent concessions^ on 
other poiiits^ could ever afterwards eradi- 
cate. Adela grieved at these symptoms of 
diminished affection ; but she could not^ 
even in her humblest moments^ condemn 
herself for the sincerity which bad pro- 
Toked their appearance: and was per- 
suaded^ that whatever might be tlie rights 
and privileges of a parent^ it was impossible 
they should be so unlimited as to authorize 
the contamination of that mental purity 
which it was every young woman's duty to 
preserve unblemished. Of Mrs. Cameron, 
her ill opinion hourly acquired fresh vigour. 
She saw her artfully fomenting the lurking 
resentment I^ady Rosalvan had conceived 
against her ; she was rendered glaringly 
sensible of the necessity of being upon terms 
of privileged favour with her mother^ in. 
order to be secure of common (:ivility from 
her time-serving companion ; and so esta- 
blished became their own practice of with- 
dravt^ng as much as possible from Adeia^s 
society j that half the day they spent in Lady 
Mosalfan*8 chain\)ev; ai^4 V)ck^ t^axivck^^^ , 
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sfae^ras giirefi to understand, migiit ba at 
ber awn disposal either in the library^ or 
vibeFe^or else sbe ekose to order a fire^ and^ 
OTJOf her suWime speculatfon^ » Bttter were 
tiieie sarreastio in^inHatioifs^ and afflictkig^ 
tii6 uo&Midness' tha^ dictated them U> the 
M6ceptib)o Ikeatt aguitMt whidr tbej were 
kv^tled ! The Uberty to employ herself a» 
she wOfild^ iin^r any other ctretraittattceff^ 
moiii hav% wished^ granted 9olely in &^ 
I)d<ia«tire^ )09t its till ue, Md' dejectedf rattiet^ 
than afforded to her any gratificatiefi. In 
tliiitteBipof of mindi soKtude Became ntterly 
ropugiMifft to^ hep ; yet;, had she^ evenMpoti 
tkeir own terms^ denmnded re-adteission to 
tiieir cootict 1^^ t^ traie was passed : Lady 
RoMdttn had learnt to regard her mereTy 
89 ar- ri^id spy; and Mrs. Cameron, iwritli 
Slcat^ety dissembled exultatiofi, availed her- 
self o^f the opportunity to establish her ownr 
^iperier infloence, and permanently to de- 
stroy that of the daughter whose rivalry 
had given'somueb alarm. 

It is ftfttural to suppose, that in a pre- 
dicament so every way unpteasant, Adela 
eould not l3nt be extremely desirous to eflfect 
a speedy return to the abod^ ^t \v« >s«^^k^- 
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fbly cordial friend^ Dr. Hampden. She 
bad the forbearance/ however^ to make no 
effort towards the acceleration of that event. 
She feared to draw forth enquiries which 
might be unfavourable to her mother ; and 
she considered it as an indispensible duty 
to jsilence every murmur^ and submit to 

every discomfort^ rather than to make a 

< 

false representation of her reasons for seek- 
ing a removal^ or drawing down censure 
upon , Lady Rosalvan by acknowledging 
the truth. 

Wearily and heavily^ therefore^ now 
dragged on her hours^ each of which^ ex- 
cept those devoted io exercise and chari- 
table visits, acquired augmented bitterness 
from day to day. At her meals only, now, 
did she ever behold the estranged mistress 
of the house^ or her pernicious confident ; 
and their behaviour towards her^ evinced 
encreased reserve at every meeting. To 
judge by their ostentatious display of cau- 
tion in her presence^ it might have been be- 
lieved that she had expressed her dissent 
from them in opinion in terms the most ar- 
rogant and offensive. Nothing could be 
further from the truth* Adelskhad avowed 
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her sentiments in language peculiar!}' guard- 
ed and delicate ; and notwithstanding all 
that she was condemned to suffer, felt con- 
vinced^ that, were the deed to perform 
again, she could find no words more respect- 
ful in which to cloatfa her meaning. 

Mrs. Temple, though discouraged by 
Adela from making any open animadver- 
sions on what was passing, had too much 
shrewdness not to be early struck by the pal- 
pable revolution which her lady*s senti- 
ments had undergone. A far less degpree of 
discernment than she possessed^ would have 
suflSced to point out the change. It was 
observable, indeed^ to every domestic in 
the house ; yet, did it not, iii any one in- 
stance, abate their zeal to serve the dis- 
graced favorite^ or diminish the respect for 
her which they all seemed solicitous to 
evince* An universal detestation of Mrs. 
Cameron prevailed throughout the esta- 
blishment, and was often so daringly mani- 
fested, that much as Adela valued the ge- 
neral good-will she herself appeared to have 
gained, her gratification from it, had it 
been the result of vanity, could not but have 
received a considerable cheeky fcoca tk^ 
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cofistdtsrition^ that most of ber own popa« 
lutty was fottiided Aipon a spkrit of ernDpa- 
nMB wlkich deKgbted to set her up as^ao 
idol, IB oppo^tion to another "whom they 
dksse to stigmatizo as* a demon. 

^Happjc istit, for beings placed in a state 
of suiek insccttrdj^ tli«t time iMeasibly ope- 
rates so great a change in their feeKngs^ 
and is priviieged to soften or oblkeratie so 
BMwy disappointaients* Adela'» suhmisston 
to tba galling etfcumstences of ber present 
8i4ualiaii^ ai finsi Ifae mere effeet of prin^ 
dpie, gradually brought with it the re« 
ward of being accompanied by iretnraing 
cheerfulness^ and revived activity of spirit. 
She ceased not to regret her mother's affec- 
tion ; but she ceased to let that regret prey 
eontinnalty upon her mind, and crush alt 
her fkcuUios. She prescribed' for herself 
a plan of useful reading, and adhered to it 
witb^ undeviating steadiness ; at intervals/ 
.she indulged her love of drawing, or 
amused herself in writing out extracts from 
some favonrrte author. Mrs. Temple also' 
made interest with Lady Rosalvan to pro- 
cure a person to put the instrument in 
order; and then filie ^V^AV^ x^^wvr^ the 
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loog-discontiaued habit of devotif^ some 
portion of every day to the practice of 
music. Hiese employ mcDts^ though they 
were pursued iR solitude^ aod uucheered by 
the voice of encouragement^ had yet the 
power to divest her mind of uneasy reflec- 
tionsj and to deprive eVen winter of its 
gloom. Her aspect^ after a morning 96 
passed^ w diversified only by a walk to the 
adjoining hamlet^ was clear and serene ; 
she spoke 4it the hours of repast^ though 
perhaps scarcely vouchsafed an answer^ in 
the conciliating «nd onreproachful tone of 
o«ie^ who^ if she had oflTended was desiirous to 
appease^ if she was treated with injustice 
wes willing not to perceive it. But the 
subjects of diseourse she eouM safely chuse; 
were few and uninteresting. She dared 
not allude to any of her own avocations; 
she was ignorant what those of Lady Ro^^ 
salvan "and her friend had precisely been ; 
sliesaw within the mansion^ noneimtser^ 
Vants^ — beyond it, none but peasants. On 
the weather^ tberdfore; the tttrdy arrival ^ 
tite post ; the iimonvenieitcies atteadtng 
country walks from bad path\ wA viv&M:^ 
Imaesj or any other \uofEew%\Ne tft»X\«^ <sf^ 
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fact that occurred^ she was reduced 
to expatiate; wisely^ as well as placably 
considering, that it was better to undergo 
the imputation of being duU^ than to merit 
that of being sullen. 

Three months elapsed with scarcely any 
variation in this unsocial system; and the 
middle of February had now arrived. A 
letter was then delivered to her from her re- 
spectable guardian^ which caused a sudden 
and immediate alteration in her position. He 
wrote to inform her^ in terms denoting the 
highest satisfaction^ that his eldest daughter^ 
her friend and favourite correspondent^ Ruth^ 
was on the point of being extremely advan- 
tageously married. ^' With every prospect 
of happiness before her^'' he added^ *^ she 
is disturbed and restless in no very reason- 
able degree^ perhaps you will thinks at 
what she terms your untimely absence. 
Shall I speak the truth? Shall I own^ 
my dear ward^ that the perverse little 
animal has positively declared^ that she 
will submit to put on no fetters till you 
are present to sanction and countenance 
the hazardous experiment ? We have vainly 
urged to her jo\it etv^^i^jw^^oX V^ \^\aw»\ 
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^ith Lady Rosalvan till summoned by 
Greneral Cleveland to pay htm the promised 
visit in London. She reminds us, that the 
period spoken of is so nearly at hand^ that 
by coming to us immediately^ you will only 
be anticipating your intended departure 
from Pine Lodge a fortnight or three 
weeks ; and determined^ she says^ not to 
forego the privileges attached to this^ her 
short-live'd day of powers she never suffered 
me to rest till I had promised to solicit 
your return ; and I greatly fear^ will never 
be brought to reason till you come and 
preach it to her/' 

Oq every possible account^ the intelli- 
gence contained in this letter^ gave to Adela 
the sincerest and most lively pleasure. 
Anxious to answer it without unnecessary 
delay^ and persuaded that Lady Rosalvan 
would^ in her hearty rejoice at being eman- 
cipated from her company^ she ventured^ 
armed with such an excuse^ to go up and 
gently knock at the door of the apartment in 
which her ladyship now spent all her mom* 
ings. No answer being returned^ she en- 
quired of a housemaid who was ^a^fdiiL^^ 
whether Lady Rosalvau >^a^ g"^^^ ^^^« 
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^' No^ ma'am/' answe^red the Mromati; 
'' she is in the brown room/' 

This hroixin roam (<wbieh Adela bad 
always thoijght admirably denamipaied) 
was the dusky den die bad imbihed so great 
a dislike to on her -first arrival^ but had 
now believed wbpHy deserted , by the coofi* 
dential pair^ £br the ad¥aiitage of enjoying 
greater fri?acy m Lady Rosalvan^s chamber. 
Towards the designated spot^ howe^r^ 6fa« 
hastily r^aired^ aad oaiittii)gj as this wa9 
a public siUiag'4M>aiB> the cerei»0py 6i 
giving any signal of her ^pproaob^ she 
opened the door and was advaooi^gi when 
checked by the uoeicpected sight i^ a tall 
well-<lr6ssed maa^ who was standing «eaf 
the fire^ on each «ide of .whic^^ seated io 
arm-chairs^ familiarly coAversing with him, 
appeared Ladj Roealvan and Mrs« CaiOe* 
ron. The former started^ aad blistily axosa 
on beholdii^ her dfiught^r, who> with etjual 
expedition^ effected aa immediate retreat, 
followed, howeyer> and eagerly ioterxogaied 
by her mother as to the moti?e which had 
brought her. 

'' I came> my deaer mother/' saad A^la^ 
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stopping when she had reached the head of 
the stairs^ '' to shew you a letter I have 
just received from Dr. Hampden. As he 
requires'.an answer by return of post, I 
tipuglrt' it ^as right to make the cdmmu- 
ni^i«f^ith as little loss of time as pos- 
si-ljw.*'^^!']! you have the goodness to let 
me'S^^I^' with you in the library ?" 

Lai^^dsalvan assented, and they pro- 
ceede#/j|:q^n the stairs together. 

Wli^Vtsff might have been her ladyship's 
feelihi|$*'iowards her daughter previous to 
this summons, its eflfect upon her, like that 
of cwy forfeited (though, whilst in pos- 
sessiatfv liuyalued) good, to the weak and 
versa^He^, was painful in the extreme. The 
attaclKfieitl she had so warmly demonstrated 
dut'ing /the early part of Adela's visit, 
,seem<i4.t>6w all to revive : she huner round 
larf.'iWttft'^ tears and caresses ; accused her- 
SMj^tfv^nkindness and ingratitude in her 
coiMStf. towards her; implored her for- 
giv«4pV^^^er pity, her affection, in accents 
of the jMost touching sorrow ; and so com- 
pletely-softened the heart, and reanimated 
the .tenderness of Adela^ that the idea of 
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their approaching separation became nearly 
as irksome t6 herself^ as it seemed oppres- 
sive to her mother. 

Mrs. Cameron^ suspicious of their long 
conference^ now entered, to aso6rt^in its 
nature, and. till she heard the uDiIduhted 
tidings of Adela's recall and coQifcquent \ 
removal, was struck with consterna|ton at 
sight of the good understanditig^: thus 
suddenly renewed between thejnl'. Her 
remark as she quitted the room,, much 
comforted to behoM so near a prosfif ct of 
the departure of this dreaded inniato, ^as— 
'' Well, Miss Cleveland, you w'ilj, of 
course^ be so much happier wjth/jour 
scientific doctor and his acadcmiodl^sons^ 
that I shall not presume to ofiei^ any con- 
dolences on your separation from your 
mother; and still less, on your losings sight 
of such a poor silly ignoramus €cs. 1 am! 
But let me just add, that I think il %^ou^ 
sand pities you cannot be admitted to- »ke a 
professor's degree in law or divinity, your- 
self!" 

This impertinent sarcasm, Adela only 
answered with' a smile, and Mrs. Cameron, 
failing to pravoke a retort, hummed a 
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tune to disguise her own vexation, and left 
her at liberty to begin her letter to Dr. 
Hampden. 

At dinner, when the usual trio assembled 
again, all traces had vanished of the ap* 
pari^on Adela had beheld for a moment 
in the 'brown room^ nor was his existence, 
nam^x'^or cause of admission alluded to 
in thfe remotest degree. To mere puerile 
and girlish curiosity she was at all times 
highly superior : but, where an appearance 
of mystery attached itself to the conduct 
of ber mother, she felt an anxiety, neither 
to be repressed by reason, nor blunted by 
the slightest hope, that a character so 
facile^ swayed by a counsellor so designing, 
wouM be proof against the danger of being 
imposed upon and misguided. 

The glow of rekindled affection in Lady 
Rosalvan, lasted undiminished the two re- 
maining days of her daughter's abode at 
Pine Lodge. She even had the resolution 
to insinuate to Mrs. Cameron a wish to 
be left as much as possible to the uninter* 
rupted enjoyment of the short interval she 
was now to pa$s in Adela's society ; and 

0^ 
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tiiat hdjy obliged to take the hint; con- 
ferred^ at lengthy upon the being she hud 
so long supplanted^ the rare felicitj of an 
Exemption from ber presence. 

It would bave been no difficult attempt^ 
Adela believed^ to learn from Mrs. Tetnple 
who the stranger was^ whom she persevered 
in thinking of with distrust^ from the cir- 
cumstance of having found so much re- 
luctance in the two ladies to speak of him 
openly. But there was a native sense of 
delicacy in her character^ that forbade her 
running the risk of communicating to 
another the suspipions^ perhaps unfounded^ 
which she involuntarily entertained herself 
With whatever effort, she thereCore deter- 
mined to rcmaiox silent. 

The moment at length arrived when 
the mother and daughter were to bid each 
other farewell. Nothing could exceed the 
sensibility, the even impassioned fondness 
of Lady Rosal van's last embrace ; Adela's 
whole soul was penetrated by it with 
gratitude and reciprocal affection ; they 
mutually promised to write often, and 
with all their former unreserve ; and then. 
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painfull}^ disengaging themselves from each 
other's arms^ thej suffered Amy's remon- 
strances to prevail — Adela moved slowly 
towards the chaise^ and Lady Rosalvan 
retired^ weeping, to her own room. 
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